U.S. Department of Justice 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington , D.C. 20535 


September 2, 2009 

MR. PHIL VAN OSTRAND 
SUITE 7065 

611 SOUTH PALM CANYON DRIVE 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92264 7420 

p 0 9 1 dVK 

/ Subject: AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN LAYMEN 
^ (MADISON Wl) 


t$t, 


4 / - 

3 >) 2 - /st 5 


FOlPANo. 1128548-000 


Dear Mr. Van Ostrand: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 
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a Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been; 


a referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


8 You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in writing to the 
Director, Office of Information Policy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 New York Ave., NW, 

Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001. Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days 
from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. The envelope and the letter should be clearly 
marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your 
request so that it may be easily identified. 


o The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subjects) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL LEADERS WHO HAVE 
HELPED COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS 

These are just a few of the hundreds of present and past officers, 
leaders and prominent members of the Federal Council who 
have aided and abetted God-hating, un-American organizations. 

(Numbers indicate affiliations with organizations) 

Henry A. Atltinson — 4. 9 . to, 29, 39, 40, 45 
Gcnl. Secy., World Alliance for Iat. Friendship thru Ref. 
Roswell P. Barnes — 10, is, 23. * 4 , 36, 37 . 39 . 42. 4 $ 

Federal Council Secretary 
John C. Bennett —34, 3O, 45 
Prof.. Union Theological Seminary, New York 
W. Russell Bowie —3, 4, it, 13, 14, 15, 19, 24, 26, 34 . 37 . 4 «. 44 , 
Prof.. Union Theological Seminary, New York 45, 46 
Hugh Chamberlain Burr — 24, 37, 39, 42 
Secy., Rochester (N. Y.) Federation of Churches 
George A. Buttrick — 23, 24, 37, 40 
Minister. Madison Avc. Presbyterian Church, New York 
J. Henry Carpenter—17, 2t, 28, 40, 45 
Federal Council Secretary 
Samuel McCrea Cavert — 24, 37, 40, 46 
Federal Council Secretary 

Allan Knight Chalmers—1, it. 15, 23, 24, 26, 36, 37, 4b, 42, 45 .46 
Minister. B'way Tabernacle Congregational Church, N. Y. C. 
Winifred Chappell — 3, 7, 8, to, 18, 24, 30, 38 
Secy.. Methodist Federation for Social Action 
Jerome Davis— t. 2, 6. 7. 10, 15. 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 
Former Prof., Yale Divinity School 36, 37, 39, 40, 42, 43, 46 
Mark A. Da.wber — 9, 14, 38. 40 
Secy.. Home Missions Council, New York « 

Harold E. Fey — 1. 23, 24.-36, 42, 43 
Assoc. Editor, The Christian Century, Chicago 
Harry Emerson Fosdick— t, 23, 24, 26, 29, 45 
Hot.. Former Prof. Union Theological Seminary, New York 
J. H. Franklin —40. 45 

l'rcs. Emeritus. Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Pa. 
Charles K. Gilbert— it. 19. 28, 40, 44 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop of New York 
L. O. Hartman— 1, 5. 7, 8, 19, 30. 35, 37, 40, 44 
Methodist Bishop 
Ivan Lee Holt— 19, 23. 37. 44 

Methodist Bishop, Former Prcs^ Federal Coune : ‘______ 

—rrof.. 'Ohorlin (Ohio) Divinity School 
William Lloyd Imcs — 7, 8. 10, 16. t7. 20, 25, 26, 34, 36, 37, 40 
Secy.. New York Stale Council of Churches 

F. Ernest Johnson—17, 28 
Federal Council Secretary 

Edgar DeWitt Jones — 7. 23. 31. 37 
Minister Emeritus, Woodward Christian Church, Detroit 
E. Stanley Jones — 7, 45 
Federal Council Preacher and Missionary 
John Paul Jones— 12, 25, 38. 43 

Minister. Union Church of Bay Ridge* 

Benson Y. Landis— 17 
Federal Council Secretary 
Henry Smith Lciper— t. 4. to. 19. 26. 33 
Secy.. World Council of Churches. New York 
Eduard C. Lindeman — 1, 7. 8, to. 13, 15, 19. 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 
Prof.. Columbia University 33, 37, 39, 46 
Halford E. Luccock — 2. 15, 16, 19, 24. 30, 34, 36, 37, 40, 42, 44, 
Prof.. Yale Divinity School 46 
Francis J. McConnell— t, 2. 3. 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14. 15, 19. 28, 
20. 30. . 11 . . 12 . 33 . 36. 37 . 38 . 39 , 40. 42. 43. 45 . 46 
Methodist Bishop. Former Pres. Federal Council 
J. Howard Melish — 3 . 7. it. > 2 . 32. 37 . 42 
Suspended Rector P.E. Church of the Holy Trinity, Bktyn. 
Abraham Jf. Muste— r. 13, 15, 17. 24. 26, 28, 36, 46 
Secy.. Fellowship of Reconciliation 
James Myers— 1. it. 17, 24. 38, 39, 43 
Federal Council Secretary 

Reinhold Niebuhr — 5, 7. 15. 17, 23, 24. 28, 30. 37, 39 , 42, 43 , 45 
Prof., Union Theological Seminary. New York 46 

G. Bromley Oxnam— 1. 9. > 5 . 24, 30. 32. 34. 36. 37 . 40, 46 
Methodist Bishop, former Pres, of Federal Council 

Kirby Page— 1, 6 , 15. 23, 24. 28. 36. 42. 46 
Author. Lecturer, former Minister, Disciples of Christ 
Edward L. Parsons — I, 3. 4 . 5 . 9 . II, 13 . > 4 . « 5 . 23, 27. 32, 33, 
Prot. Episc. Bishop of Calif. (Ret.) 34. 37 , 4°, 44 . 45 
Edw. McNeill Potent— 14, 23. 32, 34, 36. 38, 40, 41. 45 
Former President. Colgatc-Rochcster Divinity School 
William Scarlett— 1, it, 15, 36, 40 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Missouri 
Robert W. Searle— 17, 23, 24. 26, 36, 37 
Director. Protestant Council of New York City 


Guy Emery Shipler —2, 3, 4, 5, 7 , It, * 4 . J 9 , 22 . 25. 30 , 37 
Editor. “The Churchman" 

Ralph W. Sockman—10, 23, 24, 4 S „ „ . 

Minister, Christ Church (Methodist) New York 
William B. Spofford — 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, IT, 12, 13, *9. 2 t, 23, 

24, 26, 32, 34 , 37 , 40 / 42,43 . , ' . ’ . 

For 25 yrs. Excc. Secy., Church Lea. for Ind. Dcmcy. (Ret.) 
Worth M. Tippy — 7, 19, 30 
Former Secy, of Federal Council 
Channing Tobias — 3, 4, 7, 9, 16, 21, 32, 34 , 38, 40 
Director, Phcips-Stokcs Fund, New York City 
Willard E. Uphaus — 5, 10, 12, 14, 34, 36. 38 
Exec. Secy.. Natl. Religion & Labor Foundation 
Henry P. Van Dusen—3, 15. ,16. 42, .46 
President, Union Theological Seminary, New York 
Walter Van Kirk — to, 15, 23, 46 
Federal Council Secretary 

Harry F. Ward — 1. 3. 5. 6, 7. 8, to, 13. M, < 9 . 20. 22, 23, 24, 27 , 
28. 29. 3<>, 32. 34 . 35 , 37, 38, 40, 41. 43 . 44 „ , s 

Prof.. Union Theological Seminary, New York-(Retd.) 
Luther A. Weigle— 15, 19, 36, 37, 45 , 46 
Dean, Yale Divinity School 

SOME OF THE RED GROUPS THEY HAVE AIDED 
A partial list of the Communist, Communist-front and Socialist 
organizations with which various officers, leaders and promi¬ 
nent members of the Federal Council of Churches have been 
affiliated—together with citations from official sources as to the 
true nature of the organizations. 

Note: We have a record of more than 1500 present and 
former communist, communist-front and socialist organizations 
and enterprises. -Over 550 of these have been officially branded 
as such by one or more official government investigating bodies. 

• Only 46 out of this^soo afe listed below. Most Federal 
Council leaders listed here, and hundreds of other FC men, 
have been affiliated with many other subversive organizations, 
sometimes scores of otIters. . 

1) American Civil Liberties Union 

"The A.C.L.U. is closely affiliated with the communist move¬ 
ment in the United States, and fully 9096 of its efforts are on 
behalf of Communists who have come into conflict with the 
law. 11 claims to stand for free speech, free press, and free 
assembly, but it is quite apparent that the main function of the 
a r 1 u •- -- to protect the communists in tltcir ad¬ 

vocacy of force and violence to overthrow-the government.” 
Cong‘ 1 . Comm, to Investigate Communism (Fish Comm.) 

.. is a supporter ot ail subversive movements; its propaganda 
is detrimental to the Slate. It attempts not only to protect 
crime but to encourage attacks upon our institutions in every 
form.” 

New York State Joint Legislative Committee Investigating 
Seditious Activities (the Lusk Committee) 

"The American Civil Liberties Union may be definitely classed 
as a Communist front or ‘transmission belt’ organization." 
California Committee on U11-American Activities 

3) American Comm, for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom 
“A Communist front formed to defend Communist teachers. ’ 
Congressional Committee on Uu-Amcrican Activities 
“This Communist from was established on Lincoln’s birthday 
in 1939. * * * The activities of this group were always in behalf 
of Communists. * * * (It) has followed the Communist Party 
line as it switched and squirmed in support of the foreign 
policy of Soviet Russia." 

California Committee on U11-American Activities 
Cited as “subversive and un-American.” 

Sub-Committee of the House Comm, on Appropriations 

3) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

"One of the oldest auxiliaries of the Communist Party in the 
United States." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"Among the Communist-Front organizations for racial agita¬ 
tion. Works closely with the International Labor Defense, 
legal arm of the Communist Party, in defense of foreign Com¬ 
munists and sympathizers." 

California Committee on Un-American Activities- 

4) American Committee to Save Refugees 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"A Communist front operating in tlte Communist-refugee field. 
.. . has shown interest only in Communist refugees." 
California Committee on Un-American Activities 


Copyrighted 1949. Maybe reproduced; but only with written permission. 





the church bodies which constitute the 

FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

National Baptist Convention 
Northern Baptist Convention 
Church of the Brethren 

General Council of Congregational Christian Churches 
Czcch-Moravian Brethren _ > 

International Convention of Disciples of Christ • 

Evangelical and Reformed Church 

Evangelical United Brethren Church 

Five Years Meeting of the Friends in America _ _ * 

Religious Society of Friends of Philadelphia and Vicinity 

The Methodist Church 

African M. E. Church 

African M. E. Zion Church 

Colored M. E. Church in America 

Moravian Church 

Presbyterian Church in U. S. A. 

Presbyterian Church in U. S. 

Protestant Episcopal Church 

Reformed Church in America 

Romanian Orthodox Church of America 

Russian Orthodox Church of North America 

Seventh Day Baptist General Conference 

Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church of North America 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America 

United Church of Canada 

United Lutheran Church (Consultative Body) 

United Presbyterian Church 

The Federal Council claims to represent 28,000,000 Protes-' 
tants. If the church to which you’belong is a member of one of 
these bodies, they claim to represent you. 

Does it represent you? Do you believe'that American Free 
Enterprise should be scrapped and replaced by Socialism? The 
Federal Council does. Do you agree with the un-American, un- 
Christian policy of the hierarchy of the Federal Council? 

If you don’t there arc several things you can do about it,— 
for instance, you can: 

t.) Insist that your church stop supporting the Federal 
Council. Don’t let it give one dollar. The Federal Council re¬ 
ceives large sums from various Jewish and other non-Christian 
or anti-Christian groups, so while the withdrawal of your 
church's support won’t put them out of business, it will hurt 
them. If all real Christian churches withdrew, it would seri- 
"ously cripple theta. " .* 

2. ) Join this organization and help remedy the situation. 

The churches rank with the schools in being the worst dis¬ 
seminators of Socialist-Communist propaganda. 

3. ) In this short space it is impossible to show in detail 
the apostasy. Socialism and Communism of the Federal Coun¬ 
cil of Churches. There are four excellent books and several 
pamphlets which go into the subject with great thoroughness. 
They are must reading for everyone interested in restoring the 
Protestant churches to the faith of our fathers. 


(continued from inside pages) 

38) Peoples Institute of Applied Religion 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

"One of the most vicious Communist organizations ever set up 
in this country." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 

39) People’s Lobby 

Its slogan, according to its officers, “To balance consumption 
and production by eliminating profit:" its program, "Increased 
taxation of the rich; socialization of ground rent and reduc¬ 
tion of interest rates as steps towards the elimination of profits; 
public ownership of banking, natural resources, transporta¬ 
tion. communication and all basic industries; government mar¬ 
keting and government housing corporations.”—This program 
is in accord with the Socialist-Communist system of Russia. 

40) The Protestant (Formerly known as Protestant Digest) 

"A magazine which fanatically spreads Communist propaganda 
under the guise of being a religious journal." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
A “Communist publication.” * 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

41) Schappes Defense Committee . -' 

“A front organization with a strictly Communist objective, 
namely, the defense of a self-admitted Communist who was con¬ 
victed of perjury in the courts of New York.” 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"Among typical front organizations for the defense, honor or 
support of known Communists." _ __ 

California Committee'on Un-American Activities 

4a) Socialist Party 

Insofar as ultimate ends are concerned, there is no distinction 
between Socialism and Communism. Socialists seek to take 
over the government by legislative means, if possible, resorting 
to a throat-cutting revolution only as a last resort Many Com¬ 
munist leaders of today got their training in the Socialist 
Party. Socialists and Communists cooperate in many specific 
activities on a United Front basis. Earl Browder, former Gen¬ 
eral Secretary, Communist Party, explains; "The program of 
the Socialist Parly and the program of the Communist Party 
have a common origin 'in'the'dOcument Written by Karr, Marx 
and Friederich Engels in 1847-1848, known as the Communist 

j. -At jj i ilesto.- X hgrcis AO diffecence^so.(?i: as the prcgranc-vMcon¬ 
cerned, in its. final aim. The differences between the Socialist 
and Communist parties are gradually being eliminated, and one 
unified Socialist or Communist movement is emerging.” 

43) United Christian Council for Democracy 

A United Front movement, sponsored by leading Socialist, 
Communistic and radical leaders in the churches. Its purpose, 
according to its official statement, was "to draw together the 
different_ left wing groups into a United Front Movement." 
One of its major activities in 1940 was a militant campaign 
against the Dies Committee Investigating Un-American Ac¬ 
tivities.” 

44) Washington Committee to Lift the Spanish Embargo 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

45 ) Signer of "World Tomorrow" Poll 

Voted in favor of Socialism, a drastic increase in inheritance 
and income taxes, a "cooperative commonwealth" instead of 
capitalism. 

46) War Resisters League 

American affiliate of the revolutionary Socialist-Communist 
Wor Rcsis.ers International. Its pledge for enrollment says: 
"1 declare it to be my intention never to take part in war, 
offensive or defensive, international or civile whether It be by 
bearing arms, making or handling munitions, voluntarily sub¬ 
scribing to war loans, or using my labor for the purpose of set¬ 
ting others free for war service." One of its slogans is: "To 
unite men and women who have determined to give no support 
to any war, irrespective of the reasons." The League co-spon- 
sors numerous communist-controlled movements and programs 
of Communist-dominated organizations. 


"CollectivismChallenges Christianity", Kaub, $2.00 
"Modern Tower of Babel", McLitire, $2.00 
"Communism and the Church", A.M.Rehwinkel,$2.50 
"Ecclesiastical Octopus", Gordon, $2.00 
Send $1 for an assortmentof pamphlets on the subject. 


4.) This is the atomic age!’ Start "chain reactions" 
by circulating this chart. "New, Lower Prices." 

Twocopies 25£; 10 copies $1; $7.50 per 100; $60 per 
1,000. All shipping charges prepaid.. Special discount 
Ito churches. 


American Council of Christian Lagmen 
112 W. Washington Avenue 
Madison 1 , Wisconsin 
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5) American Friends of Spanish Democracy 

"Organized by (lie Communist Party for the support of the 
Spanish Loyalist cause." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

6) American Fund for Public Service (the Garland Fund) 

“A major source for the financing of Cbmmunist Party enter¬ 
prises such as the Daily Worker and New Masses, official 
Communist publications." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 
"Contributed more than $1,500,000, alt to the furtherance and 
support of left-wing Marxist projects. . . . Had, as its trustees, 
Ihc leaders of the Communist Parly in America." 
Massachusetts Committee on Un-American Activities 

7) American League for Peace and Democracy 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

"Established in an effort to create public sentiment on behalf 
of a foreign policy adapted to the interests of the Soviet Union.” 

Attorney General Francis Biddle 
"The largest of the Communist front movements in the United 
States. * • • An examination of the program of the American 
League will show that the organization was nothing more nor 
less than a bold advocate of treason." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

8) American League Against War and Fascism 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

"A Communist-front organization. . . established in the United 
States in an effort to create public sentiment on behalf of a 
foreign policy adapted to the interests of the Soviet Union." 

Attorney General Francis Biddle 
Cited as a Communist front, completely under the control of 
Communists. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 

9) American Round Table on India 

"A Communist front headed by Rooert Norton, a well-known 
member of the Communist Party.” 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

10) American Youth Congress 

Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

. . has been controlled by Communists and manipulated by 
them to influence the thought of American youth." 

Attorney General Francis Biddle 
"One of the principal fronts of the Communist Party, promi¬ 
nently identified with the White House picket line." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"One of the most influential front organizations ever estab¬ 
lished by the American Communist Party." 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

11) Church League for Industrial Democracy 

(Now named Episcopal League for Social Action) 

An off-shoot of the militant socialist organization. League tor 
Industrial Dfimocrcy. The CLID absorbed the Church Socialist 
League and is a radical pressure group operating within the 
churches to agitate against Constitutional government and to 
promote a social order patterned after that of Soviet Russia. 
"Their conventions have been addressed by outstanding Com¬ 
munists. The Church League ceased printing its own propa¬ 
ganda and distributes the pamphlets of the League for Indus¬ 
trial Democracy (a United Front league without the prefix 
’Church'). The inference is that the Church League adopts the 
aims of its non-sectarian counterpart." 

Massachusetts Committee on Un-American Activities 

ra) Citizen’s Committee for Harry Bridges 

Cited as si Communist front, formed to oppose deportation of 
Harry Bridges, Communist Party member and leader of the 
disastrous San Francisco general strike of 1934 which was 
planned by the Communist Party. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
'Typical Communist created and controlled front organization.” 
California Committee on Un-American Activities 


13) Citizens’ Committee to Free Earl Browder 
Cited as a Communist organization. 

Attorney General Francis Biddle 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

14) Civil Rights Congress 

Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

Cited as a Communist front organization, "dedicated not to 
the broader issues of civil liberties, but specifically to the de¬ 
fense of individual Communists and the Communist Party" and 
"controlled by individuals who arc either members of the Com¬ 
munist Parly or openly loyal to it." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
“A Communist-dominated organization." 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

15) Committee on Militarism in Education 

Cooperated with Socialist and Communist groups in waging 
relentless campaign against R.O.T.C and military training in 
schools and colleges. Received $0,400 from the red Garland 
Fund to propagandize against military training in schools. 
Opposed National Defense work of the American Legion, Vet¬ 
erans of Foreign Wars, Reserve Officers Association, etc. 

16) Conference on Constitutional Liberties in America 

A conference as a result of which was established the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties, "part of what Lenin 
called the solar system of organizations ostensibly having no 
connection with the Communist Party, by which Communists 
attempt to create sympathizers and supporters for their pro¬ 
gram." 

Attorney General Francis Biddle m 

"An important part of the solar system of the Communist 
Party’s front organizations." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
A "Communist-inspired conference" which launched the Na¬ 
tional Federation for Constitutional Liberties during the Stalin- 
Hitler pact. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

17) Consumers' National Federation 
Citid as a Communist Iront. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"Created by the Communist Parly and used for the purpose of 
spreading propaganda in schools and through women’s clubs.” 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

t8) Consumers Union 

Cited as a Communist front “headed by the Communist Arthur 
Kallct (whose party name is Edward Adams). Ben Gold and 
Louis Wcinstock. both well-known Communists, were also 
members of the labor advisory committee of Consumers Union." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
'Cited as a Communist front 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as "subversive and un-American." 

Special Stib-Conim. of House Comm, on Appropriations. 

19) Coordinating Committee to Lift the (Spanish) Embargo 
Cited as one of a number of front organizations, set up during 
the Spanish Gvil War by the Communist party and through 
which the party carried on a great deal of agitation. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

20) Conference on Pan-American Democracy 

(Known also as Council for Pan-American Democracy) 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

at) Council on African Affairs 

Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"A Communist front organization. Has received funds from 
American People’s fund, a Communist financial organization. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 


THE FEDERAL COUNCIL PROMOTES BOCIALI8M 

In many official pronouncements, the Federal Council has 
attacked free enterprise, capitalism and the American way of 
life, and has baldly advocated Socialism. 

In an official report in 1932, the Federal Council stated: 
‘‘The Christian ideal calls for hearty support of a planned eco¬ 
nomic system, ... It demands that cooperation shall replace 
competition as a fundamental method." 

At a full meeting in Indianapolis in December, 1932. the 
Federal Council adopted unanimously this Socialist creed: “The 
churches should stand for social planning and control of the 
credit and monetary systems and the economic processes." 

The following year, 1933, the Council officially declared: 
"The Christian conscience can be satisfied with nothing less 
than the complete substitution of motives of mutual helpfulness 
and good will for the motive of private gain." 

The Federal Council has not changed since then. This anti¬ 
free enterprise, anti-profit attitude is still its fundamental 
policy. In Cleveland in January, 194s, they again attacked the 
right of private property as an absolute freedom, and further 
stated, "Many changes may be necessary in our economic prac¬ 
tices. These changes will probably lie in the direction of a 
larger measure of social planning and control than characterized 
our pre-war system.” 

In 1948 at Amsterdam, the World Council of Churches, 
which is dominated by the Federal Council and was attended by 
most of its leading lights, adopted this resolution:* 

"The Christian Churches should reject the ideologies of 
both Communism and laissez-faire Capitalism." (Note: The 
resolution which was first adopted did not have the words 
"Laissez faire." These were added next day to “tone down” 
the resolution after unfavorable repercussions began to pour 
in.) 

These are just a few illustrations which prove that the Fed¬ 
eral Couhcil believes in, preaches and advocates Socialism, and 
is completely opposed to the American (and Christian) system 
of Individual Freedom. 

MANY OF ITS PRBACHBR8 ARE COMMUNISTS 

Communism is materialistic, godless and intensely anti- 
Christian. It not only atheistically denies the existence of 
God; but it also carries on a vigorous and vicious campaign 
militantly teaching hatred of God. It is almost inconceivable 
that ministers of the gospel of Christ could be found chummily 
associating with Communists and lending-aid and comfort to 
communist organizations—yet they do—by the thousands (see 
opposite page for a fevy notable examples). 

A large number of the clergy affiliated with the Federal 
Council repeatedly preach that Communism is an advanced 
form of democracy; that it is the desirable next step in tae 
forward progress of our society; that Communism and Social¬ 
ism are the “new social order” and express more nearly than 
capitalism the true brotherhood of man; that they bring us 
closer to the realization of the ideals expressed by Christ in 
the Sermon on the Mount; that Russia is the land where all 
social and economic problems have been solved, where in¬ 
equality, poverty and want have been abolished. 

EVEN MORE ARB FELLOW TRAVELERS 

While some affiliated with the Federal Council are un¬ 
doubtedly members of the Communist Parky, most ol those who 
have been actively aiding and abetting Socialism and Commu¬ 
nism are fellow travelers rather than actual members of the 
party. 

However, it must be remembered that fellow travelers are 
more dangerous to America than outright Communists. It is 
generally they who lend an air of respectability to the vicious, 
debased movement that is Communism, and it is they who bring 
into communist fronts the innocents and dupes without whose 
aid, encouragement and financial support the front could not 
exist. It has been well said that a fellow traveler is a Commu¬ 
nist without courage—one who believes in the principles of 
Marxism but without the intestinal fortitude publicly to join 
the party. 

Under our code of Jaws one who aids and abets a criminal 
is just as guilty as the one who commits an overt crime. Any¬ 
one, be he minister or layman, who knowingly aids and abets 
the God-hating enemies of America and Christianity is just as 
guilty and just as un-American as a Communist. 

J. Edgar Hoover: “I confess to a real apprehension, so long 
as Communists are able to secure ministers of the gospel to 
promote their evil work.” 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE CONDEMNS 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 

United States Naval Intelligence in 1935 reported that the 
Federal Council of Churches was subversive and was one of the 
strongest of the organizations "which while not openly advo¬ 
cating the 'force and violence’ principles of the Communist 
Party give aid and comfort to the communist movement and 
party. ... It is a large radical pacifist organization and prob¬ 
ably represents 20,000,000 Protestants in the United States. 
However, its leadership consists of a small radical group which 
dictates its policies. It is always extremely active-in any matters 
against national defense.” 

Since that time the activities and policies of the Federal 
Council have not improved one whit. 

WHAT SOME FEDERAL COUNCIL LEADERS HAVE 

SAID ABOUT COMMUNISM AND SOCIALISM 

“Is it not probable that the greatest event of the 20th 
Century thus far is the Soviet Revolution and all it has meant 
to human welfare?” (Prof. Jerome Davis, long time member of 
the Federal Council inner circle.) 

"It is my conviction that one cannot be a Christian, if he 
must function within a society where self-interest and. personal 
profit are the dynamic of industrial life.” (Dr. J. Henry Carpen¬ 
ter, Chairman Federal Council's Department on the Church 
and Cooperatives.) 

“The principle of competition seems to be nothing jnore than 
a partly conventionalized embodiment of primeval selfishness." 
(Samuel McCrca Cavert, Gcnl. Secy, of Fcderal.^ouncil, in an 
official Council publication.) 

"When the Western world was floundering in an unjust and 
competitive order . . . God reached out and put his hand on 
the Russian communists to produce a juster order and to show 
a recumbent church what it has missed in its own gospel." 
(E. Stanley Jones, Federal Council-sponsored preacher and 
speaker.) 

“The Christian religion is not a suitable religion for today." 
(Eduard C Lindeman, Federal Council Commission on re¬ 
search, and editor 1939 and 1940.). 

"The Soviet Union is progressing and growing up economi¬ 
cally and politically since the time of the Czars, while capitalist 
societif' is starving and going down," (Harry F. Ward in a 
radiobroadcast May 21, 1946.) 

“Denominationally, I am a Presbyterian; religiously a Uni¬ 
tarian; and politically, I’m a Communist. I'm not preaching 
to make people good or anything of the sort. I’m in the church 
because I can reach people easier that way and get them organ¬ 
ized for Communism." (Rev. Claude C. Williams, a confessed 
Communist Party member. Director of People's Institute of 
Applied Religion, and long-time intimate of prominent Federal 
Council personalities.) 

“The only way out is an economic order which increasingly 
eliminates the profit motive.” (Edward L. Parsons, Bishop of 
California.) 

HERETICAL APOSTASY OF SOME TOP FC LEADERS 

"God for us cannot be . . . an . . . avenging Being who be¬ 
cause of Adam’s sin must have his Shylockian pound of flesh. 
No wonder the honest boy in justifiable repugnance could say, 
'dirty bully'.’’ (Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, FC President, 1944- 
46. "Preaching in a Revolutionary Age,” page 79.) 

“Of course, I do not believe in the Virgin Birth, or in that old 
fashioned substitutionary doctrine of the atonement” (Dr. Harry 
E. Fosdick—for years FC radio speaker—in a letter, January, 
I 94 S-) "... the theology of our forefathers is an insult to our 
intellect." (Fosdick on radio) 

“Literal infallibility of Scripture is a fortress impossible to de¬ 
fend: there is treason in the camp. Probably few people who 
claim to ‘believe every word of the Bible’ really mean it. That 
avowal held to its last logic would risk a trip to the insane 
asylum." (Dr. George A. Buttrick, FC President, 1940-42, 
“Christian Fact and Modern Doubt." page 163.) 

BE ALERT FOR FC’S DISHONEST DENIALS 

In the past when some notorious Communist fellow traveler 
connected with the Federal Council has been criticized, the 
Federal Council has issued weasel-worded denials of such con¬ 
nection. They have even had the dishonesty to assume an air 
of indignation and protest that Bishop Francis J. McConnell 
had no connection with the Federal Council. Bishop McConnell 
was for years president of the Federal Council, and for many 
additional years was one of the leading members of the inner 
circle. Every name listed herein is or has been intimately con¬ 
nected with the Federal Council, most of them in high positions. 



as) Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace (tho 

Waldorf Conference, sponsored by the National Council of 
the Arts, Sciences and Professions) 

Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"A sounding board for Communist propaganda." 

Secretary of State Dean Acheson 

33) Emergency Peace Mobilization 

"A Communist front which came forth, after Stalin signed his 
pact with Hitler, to oppose the national defense program." 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 

"Among the more conspicuous Communist fronts that have 
defied brazenly the interests of the United States and other 
freedom-loving nations whenever they have been in conflict 
with the interests of Soviet Russia and world Communism." 
California Committee on Un-American Activities 

34) Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Radical-pacifist group using Christian terms to spread com¬ 
munist propaganda. Circulated petitions for and played a lead¬ 
ing role in bringing about the recognition of Russia in 1933. 
Is a section of the ultra-radical War Resisters International 
which, according to its literature, "believes a new social order 
can be and will be established ... it believes these changes 
can be accomplished by revolutionary uprisings.” ... Is a 
branch of International Fellowship of Reconciliation, which 
says "we must work for a radical reorganization of society" and 
insists that “the class war is a fact.'” 

35) Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

"In 1937-38, the Communist Party threw itself wholeheartedly 
into the campaign for the support of the Spanish Loyalist 
cause, recruiting men and organizing multifarious so-called 
relief organizations. Among these was the above Communist- 
front organization." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
a6) Greater New York Emergency Conf. on Inalienable Rights 
Cited as a Communist front, one of a "maze of organizations 
spawned for the alleged purpose of defending civil liberties in 
general, but actually intended to protect Communist subver¬ 
sion from any penalties under the law." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 1 . 

37) Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 
A "Communist-front organization.” 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. “The sponsors and officers .\ . 
with few exceptions are admitted Communists and fellow 
travelers. The policy is in concert with the foreign policy of 
the Soviet Union." 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

38) League for Industrial Democracy 

"Founded as a militant socialist organization and subsidized by 
the Communist-directed Garland Fund, the League for Indus¬ 
trial Democracy propagandizes particularly among college and 
seminary students. Its publications have largely been written 
by members of the Communist Party and its supporters. Their 
objects of attack have been those pursued by the Young Com¬ 
munist League and kindred organizations—against military 
training in schools and against the evils of the capitalist system. 
The achievements of the workers' government in Soviet Russia 
arc painted in gilded eulogy, and simifar socialism is advocated 
for the United States." 

Massachusetts Committee on Un-American Activities 

39) League of American Writers 
Cited as subversive and Communist 

Attorney General Tom Clark 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"The most naive spectator and quarter-witted participant of 
this first Writers’ Congress (at which the League of American 
Writers was formed) could not have been deceived as to its 
Communist revolutionary character." 

California Committee on Uh-American Activities 

"In the Daily Worker of April 20,' 1935, it is stated that another 
organization was set up. to be known as the League of Ameri- 
can Writers, membership limited to revolutionary writers.*' 
Massachusetts Committee on Un-American Activities 


30) Methodiot Federation for Social Action 

(Formerly, Methodist Federation for Social Service) 

"A tool of the Communist Party. 1 1 is trying to use the prestige 
of the Methodist Church to promote the line of the Communist 
Party.” 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"Among the more conspicuous fronts for Communist activity in 
the field of relief, assistance, and welfare work. * * * A statement 
in their Social Service Bulletin No. 8, 1932 admits cooperation 
with the Communists.” 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

31) Michigan Civil Rights Federation 

Cited as a subversive and Communist organization which has 
been succeeded by and now operates as the Michigan Chapter 
of the Civil Rights Congress. 

Attorney Genera I Tom Clark 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Uit-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front 
California Committee on Un-American Activities 

33) National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

“In recent months, the Communist Party’s principal front for 
all things Russian has been known as the National Council for 
American-Soviet Fricndsliip.” 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"Is a direct agent of the Soviet Union, engaged in traitorous 
activities under the orders of Stalin’s consular service in the 
United States.” 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

33) National Emergency Conference for Democratic Rights 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front organization defending Commu¬ 
nists. “It was filled from top lo bottom with veteran Com¬ 
munist Party liners.” 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

34) National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

"Part of what Lenin called tlie solar system of organizations, 
ostensibly having no connection with the Communist Party, by 
which Communists attempt to create sympathizers and sup¬ 
porters of their program. The defense of Communist leaders 
have been major efforts of the federation.” 

Attorney General Francis Biddle 
"There .can be no reasonable doubt about the fact that the 
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties—regardless of 
its high-sounding name—is one of the viciously subversive or¬ 
ganizations of the Communist Party.” 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
"One of tiie most important Communist-front organizations:’’ 
California Committee on Un-American Activities 

35) National Negro Congress 

■ Cited as subversive and Communist. 

Attorney General Tom Clark 

"The Communist-front movement in the United Stales among 
Negroes is known as the National Negro Congress. ♦ * • The 
officers of the National Negro Congress arc outspoken Com¬ 
munist sympathizers, and a majority of those on the executive 
board are outright Communists." 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
A "Communist-dominated mass organization.” 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 

36) National Religion and Labor Foundation 

Set up by radicals, in 1932, to propagandize "the new social 
order;’’ 10 give active cooperation to strikers, at the same time 
seeking the revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist system. 
Its directing pc sonncl and National Committee were composed 
almost exclusively of Socialists and Communists. Writing in ils 
official organ, one of its officers says: "It is no longer a question 
of the need of revolution; the question is as to the method of 
bringing the revolution to pass." It lias published blasphemous 
and atheistic literature. 

37) North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 
Cited as a Communist front. 

Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities 
Cited as a Communist front. 

California Committee on Un-American Activities 
(continued on back page) 
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Director", FBI 
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HiTERlftL. SECURITY i- C 
Bureau.4?i-l©-iO0-5OS69 ; 


? /Ent£Lo3Gdt hararjith-are tala pihatost&tie copia3 of a pamphlet,- 
Qutitle47 ^bn‘ & sd.. la .The. Fed eral fl f. C hurches? 11 publlsSe^By 

tha AmoxicanG ounoil of GhrlstianT Laymen. Also far your' info motion, 
.an artists concoming this group appeared on page 6 of the “Hair' 
leader"-for Jlarch 25* 1950* • 

.-I V • • - . • {_ • > 

During the past several years many allegations have Been * 
made that the above organlZUtioni is a Communist front group or is ! 
subject to Coaaunist infiltration and influence* Ip. viere of the. • ’ 

number of 3uoh allegations*.it is believed advisable that available . 
information concerning Communist infiltration into the above organ!— • 
satioii be incorporated in report fora* You are therefore instructed 
to reviev; the files of your - office concoming the above organization 
and contact your confidential informants and furnish information so 
obtained to the Bureau in report form which report should be prepared 
in accordance with instructions in effoch concerning the preparation 

of reports oh Communist front organisations* 

. * • •%«*- **•••» 

• . ' ’ v • * 

; . In view of .tho nature of this organisation, no inquiries. * 

of any kind -should be nade except of your confidential informants 
and no other investigation is to bo conducted with tho exception of a 
reyietr of the-information in your files* Ho dissemination of this 

report should be made. \" ‘ . . ; .. •’ 

. * . '* • • « . % • - * • *••*••*• r . • -* . 
5 * ' . . * „ 

' .Tills matter should be placed in line 'for early attentions. 


100-50869’ shows' many allegations of Communffet infiltration 
and numerous inquiries'-from individuals • concerning Cql^ugjrst influence 
in the organization. In view of these allegations is believed 
desirable to*have all information'in the Jfew'-YpfS; fries'ilD'report fOim 
for the 'Bureau's information and use i-f necessary* <5-dissemination at 
the Seat of Government, is planned when this* repaid ^Ls repaved unless it 
is clearly indicated that the organization is actp ally^a Communist front 
group*-, '' - •* ^ '*N l -‘ 


TOlflCD 


Oltvln 


Nichols. 


Tr»cy_ 


OuwJy. 





.ow* Although I would like to "he of assistance . 

in- oonn'eotion- with your rsafest for information, I 
P * wish tp advise that it has been a longer standing policy 
of this Bureau to hold its files bp.ttfiAeQtlal and 
S$hvail&‘t?ia for official us© only. 

5 $ . <• 

• 1 am. sure ypti. will understand the reason for 

this rule and that no inference will he drawn that we 
do, or do not, have data- in our files bebauSe of iny 
^. inability to be of asaistence. 

. Sincerely youra. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director- - 
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,'• T^pniioned ^iTt. goUf letter because' of my ihability to- 
.Jj>i ;W fifsa^s tdrifea:*. • . ,. . . 
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arj&)tip%'e. '*e r cUr,e ^mfn:^3^e : ra- qf ih&' gospel 
bh'ditf 6-titi ip.Qrfa o,nd. espouse: a .gdusa that. 
the- teligien pf Chtift:and Judaism*" 1- am enclosing _ 
a reprint of tye - complete -tejet cjf‘ my r 3iutemeni#gfyeh 
.on 'the occpai pp in. que ! siv:on,~ t.ogether .w^id’. ppwa’V- 'v 
additional Material : Pf pufi.no record which fythpught 
might be. of- interest to -you* ■ t. ' i. * •< 
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lfOTEi • There i;s a reference to the American Council of 
Christian Laymen in 100-50Q69-11& which reflects. that 
this group put out a leaflet in October,. 1949. entitled n ffqw 
Red. is the^federpi Council qf~Churche?p n Material appears 
'in the leaflet which-.attempts to shojo that the Federal 
Council is Communistic . The leaflet inolude3 a quotation 
from the Director which is accurate although incomplete 
and is taken, from his statement before the un-American 
Activities Committee • 









April 26, 1950 


Mr.. J. -'Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. - ■ 


My dear Mr. Hoover; 

What can you tell me about th^Anerican Council of 

*v~-*r ■" ' " ’ 

Christian Lay men, 122 W. .Washing ton .ave., Madison 1, 

Wis con sin ? 

. What is the organization's standing*with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ? Does the FBI approve of its 
activities ? 

I am writing to you because the' council is currently 
circulating pamphlets which, if based on fact, are 

X . • % * 

certainly of great importance to all Americans# 

But if they-are not based on fact, some of the 

, * * 

statements in them are certainly near to being libelous. 

• / 

They relate to the position of certain Protestant ^ 
groups and their ministers on the -subject of socialism 

j v 

and communism. They say many of these .churches and their 
leaders are ’'pink,” something everyone should know .if ifc. 


is true# 


Vv* -s> 


sometning everyone shouj-d know., 

-- 

«« H 0 



, I believe those receiving the pamphlets 


and either literature put out by the council should 
know whether this organization is painting a true 
picture of the Protestant churches. 

i You* are quoted' in one or two of their 

• % 
f pamphlets which I have seen and I would like to 

know whether you ware quoted in whole or in part. 

One of than quotes you as saying: 

"I confess' to a r eal .a pprehension so long 
as Communists are able to secure ministers of the 
gospel to promote -their evil work." 

Is this brief sentence, bbviously taken 
from a speech or a newspaper s tory, representative 
of what you really said or an item plucked from a 
statement you made and meaningless in itself ? 

This statement is contained in two pamphlets 
I have seen: ’’Shall Our Churches Teach Christianity 
or Communism ?” and "How Red is/the Federal Council 
of Churches?" 

* 

. X 

Strong statements are made in the pamphlets 
detrimental to the Protestant 'churches. 

I ' * 

I highly approve cf them if they are true, 
only I would like to .know how truthful they are. 


United States Naval Intelligence is 

quoted as having said in 1935 (quite some time ago) 

that the Federal Council of Chuches-was subversive 

and one of the strongest organizations "which while 

not openly advocating the ’force and violence' • 

principle's of the Communist Party give aid and comfort 

// 

to the communist movement and party... , 4 // 

6 It is a large, radical group^’ tne ^ 

pamphlet continues, " and probably represents 

20,000,000 Protestants in,the United States. However,' 

its leadership consists of a small, radical group 
% » 

which dictates its policies'. It is always active in 

I * 

any matters against national defense. ’* 

This is -mild stuff compared with some of the 

other material. « •' 

*■ " * v - 

More scaring than anything else is the listing 
of leaders, of the Federal Council who have helped 
Communist organizations. 

Such men as W. Russell’S^Bowie, a professor 

:_ a __ r. :ro 

at Union Theological S%ninary. Rev. Harry Emerso n 
^jsfFosdick , Kirby^Page, author and lecturer, Ralph IV. 

^Bookm an. minister, Christ church. New York .• Re inhol d 
^ Niebuhr , professor, Union Theological S^nin-ary, 

Edv/ard. McNeilf^Poteat, former president Colgate 
Roblhester Divinity school, are among those listed. 



They say more : 

"In the past when some notorious 
Communist fellow traveler connected with the 
Federal Council has been criticized, the Federal 
Council has issued weasel-worded .denials of such 

I 

connection. They have even had the dishonesty to 

* f 

assume‘an air of 'indignation and protest that 
Bishop Francis J. McConnell had no connection with 
the Federal Council. Bishop McConnell was for years 
president of the Federal Council and for many 
additional years was one of the leading memba* s of 
the inner circle. Every name listed herein is or has 
been intimately connected with the Federal Council, 

i. v •. 

most of them in high positions." 

If the cause of the American Council of 

Christian Laymen ia-Asjmsf one, then I, too, am for 

# ■ 
it. 

' Just one more question, Mr. Hoover. 

‘ ' ' 

Can you tell me something about its 

- m * 

menbership r that is what churches ®r church groups 
are represented on it ? " 




I_„-1. . '• b6 

Springfield 8,'Massachusetts •=b 7 c 


' Tour letter of Mag 24, 1950, has -*, v ' 

been received ,,. •••*.. .. 

r*;* - \ ■ ,/ . _• .• ; / . .• 

•' “ ': • •"< - jT regret that I am unable to- 'be of 

assistance to you in this matter as it is a 
policy of long standing that information, con~ 
tained,i% the files of this Bureau is restricted 
and for official use only,] ~ Ho inference should 
hb drawn that we do or do not have information 
fay our files about the matter in which you are 
interested , \ - V. 

: .* . , ** / . ^ . r ‘‘ * \ • • •. # - r * 

■' The thoughts which prompted your • - . x 
communication are indeed appreciated, " -* 

• • - T ; Si ncerely yoursj ' 


John Edgckr Hoover 
•Director 


information only 


DDC.:mjp:j& 


Traoj. 


K&rbo 




sa&asii) 


SPR1NSFIELD a, MASS, t * 

24 May 1950 w 


J.Edgar Hoover,Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washing ton,D,CC 


I am not sure that this is the proper approach to the matter I 
have in mind—if not. please pardon me and direct me properly-. * 


I recently received a folder—Hovf Red is the Federal Counc il of 

s? (Fourth Printing,February 1950)-put out by the — 

-^CfAmericah Council of Christian Laymen, 

122 ! W.Washington Avenue, 

'-Madison! .Wisconslnt-. 


This folder lists 49 present and past officers,leaders and prom^ 1 ’ 
inent members of the. Federal Council, Against each of their names are ' 
numbers which are keyed to a list of 46 Communist,.Comnunist front,Social¬ 
ist and subversive organizations. * * 

The implications are very serious. I have grave concern about anyi 
member of my family attending a church,associatingi with such people as 
listed,or in any other manner aiding or abbetting the cause of Communism 
I would not want any ; member of my family to attend-a church the leaders" 
of which could be charged with being sympathetic to Communism in any of/' 
its ramifications. '• :■ ( 


Would you t heyefj 
itlon? .Ga n—L t..be 
rf^rinting^Has' 
















June Qf 20SP 

Chief Inspector 
POois Office Departnant 
PchneyZvaniu Avenue between <22 tb an& 
‘ | \3$h Streets, fforthweat > 

uaehtngton^ D«C* 


i >(r<j.lC> 

LB I • 

?E'AED-H7ir H- 


CO/WA-FjJL 


May 31, 1950 


United States postoffice, 

Washington, D, 0, 

' be 

Gentlemen: I,' i ’ , . j * . b: 

I am enclosing herewith a folder furnished by th& @kmsrican Council 
of-ChT-ts±ian, r ^Lapmen t .,122 W. Washinaton Avenue, Madison 1, Wiscons in, and 

distributed by f - ~l I - - 1 Muskegon, Michigan, 

Mere is listed thirty nine • of the outstanding Christian leaders of the 
country. To 3ay that these men are ,r God-hating, un-American n leaders is 
plainly a libel and I wonder whether the mails should be properly used 
for this purpose, isn't it about time we ended this orgy of fear? 

Very truly yours. 


yA\^ ■ ■ 

Mpr 

0 0 / 


, M ,*bOSUBS 



AttgUQti 30j 1950 


ue stern State penitentiary 
Box A i 

Pittsburgh 33 3 Pennsylvania 

-£ear| |r , . 


• V * Your letter dated August- 37., 1950 s has/ - ■ 
been received and ! do want ta,take .thisopportunity 
to thank you for your thought fulness in writing as * 
you did and forwarding the material, you. enclosed*.- 

- - - • ■ * • •' •* • a’ * 

* in all.matters relating to the internal 
security of our nation which ta threatened by the. ^ 
menace.of Gomnunisn 3 ‘wb of the FBI are happy, to . 
receive the aid of all.Joyal citizens *...;• 

*. • * * , * * k * * • , ' x* * * * - "** \. f , •' . *. t* s * 

’ . . 'I regret, that it is .not possible for ne ■ 
to answer-'your inquiry, since a longstanding policy 
holds the files of the FBI confidential and avail- • 
able for official use only,. .Ho inforence should \ 
be drawn that we do 3 or do not 3 have data in our .• 
files due to ay inability .to be of .assistance* 

\ v ■ • >:•-/; Regarding the use of the tnail o 3 you piay / 
ioi'sh td communicate directly with the, po zbmdoterr 
General , Post Office Department^ Pennsylvania 
Avenue between 13th and l&bh Streets 9 Washington^ 


Sincerely ” ifdurS, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director - 


COttlfA 


lllohola. 


Tr«oy. 


ROK:bjc*=S$ •- A * 

NOTEs The enclosure3 consisted of the"following: a leaflet 

renft^tle-dr^hhyisiianitu or Communismp"- by the American ■ , 

WWil o} Christian Laymen'/_~T23^W, Washington Aue. y Madison 

I. Wisconsin and a pahphleiH^QMaRed^i^ the^Fed&r.al^CQuncii : 
3 - — - -** *- •• v.. jiUq. game organization. 


B«lnont_ 


~prfi:~Ghurche sP 





»N STAJE PENITjgJjfl'IARY 

m'SBURGH 33, PltNNSYLV.^RF 


August 27, 1950 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D*C* 

• 

Gentlemen: 


iV 


A layman in' one of our Pittsburgh .churches handed me the enclosures 
at church today* 

W® are naturally conoemed about Communist dangers ’and we have very 
little sympathy for communism* 

But we are also oonoemed that, an anonymous group such as the "Amerioan 
Council of (so-oalled) "Christian Laymen ban tear down the reputations 
of American citizens with literature such as this* 

Is this literature permitted to be sent through the mails? 

' - $ ' _ 

What kind of an outfit is the .'American Council of Christian Laymen" 

I don*t expect an answer to my letter, but at the suggestion of the 
layman who gave it to me, I thought it might be worth while to call 
it to your attention* 


bhought it might be worth while to call 


Very truly. 


Western State Penitentiary, 
Bax A, Pittsburgh 33, Pa. 


eA»'‘ 
** jLOt 


ENCLOSURE ATTACHED 

<n ^ 




RECORDED -91 { 
INDEXED • 91 I 


? 4 
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Outlining a Program of Action to 
Preserve Our American Liberties 


The American Council of Christian Laymen was 
organized to meet the need for united action in 
opposition to the teaching of Communism-Socialism 
in Churches and Church-connected organizations. 

Eradication of this subversive teaching can come 
only through an aggressive campaign of action waged 
by an organization such as this Council. 

This Council is the only organization operating 
on a nation-wide basis which devotes itself exclu¬ 
sively to attacking this problem directly. | 

It is of prime importance that the writings and 
authentic quoted statements of pro - Communist * 
preachers, youth leaders, editors and professors be 
carefully analyzed. The pro-Communists are shrewd 
men, highly skilled in all arts of propaganda; they 
show great ability to gloss over their true meaning 
and intention with a flow of pious phrases about 
their loyalty to America and hatred of totalitarian¬ 
ism. « 


Public Exposure Important 



Shall Our Churches Teach 

Christianity 

or 

Communism? 



This propaganda must be exposed in both the 
religious and secular press, and must be given to 
the lay members in detail, that they may be fully 
informed about how they are being betrayed. 

Laymen of the various denominations must be 
encouraged to form groups within their own churches, 
or inter-denominational local groups, and to organize 
denominationally on regional, state and nation-wide 
basis. 

These groups may be chapters of the American 
Council of Christian Laymen if such affiliation ap¬ 
peal’s desirable; in any event they will have the 
active cooperation of the Council in all their activ¬ 
ities. 

Teaching of Communism - Socialism in and 
through the Churches is one of the worst, if not in 
fact the worst “canker sores" in America today. 

Every patriotic American, man or woman, is 
invited to aid the work of this Council. The form 
below is for your convenience in indicating your 
desire to assist. Act today — It is later than you 
think! 


Infiltration, of Protestant Churches 
by the Communists has proceeded 
to the point that thousands of pas¬ 
tors preach from the works of Karl 
Marx rather than from the Holy 
Writ, and every major denomina¬ 
tion has within it organizations de¬ 
voted to the doctrines of Com¬ 
munism-Socialism . 


This trend must be halted or liberty 
of worship and all other liberties 
will be lost. 


American Council of Christian Laymen 

Madison 1, Wisconsin 

I wish co assise the program of the Council. 

_ Please enroll me as a member. 

_ Send me literature on how I can help. 

Put me in the following group: 

_ Active_ 

_ Contributor — - 


Only an organized movement of 
Laymen can turn this tragic trend. 


#5 to #25 
#30 to £100 
#200 co #700 

Benefactor _ £1,000 and above 

I enclose my contribution; Sn the amount of_. 

Contributions and membership dues are deductible for income 
tax purposes. 


American Council of Christian Laymen 

132 W. Washington Avenue ; * # 

Madison i, Wisconsin ' . 


(Clergymen may enroll as associate members of any group.) 


NAME 

^r>V»FSS 



CITY 

■ZONE 

STATE 



Out Danger Is Real, and Immediate! 

America’s most dangerous enemies are respected 
citizens who hold positions of leadership. 

No man knows more about the activities of sub¬ 
versive groups seeking to destroy America than J. 
Edgar Hoover. He says: 

I confess to a real apprehension so long as 
Communists are able to secure ministers of the 
gospel to promote their evil work. 

Many of the pastors who stand in pulpits Sunday 
after Sunday expounding the principles of Com¬ 
munism-Socialism have the highest of motives; they 
have accepted as true the monstrous Communist lie 
that “Communism is concerned with economic wel¬ 
fare.” 

Editor Follows Communist Line 

The phrase just quoted begins an article in The 
Christian Advocate of Sept. 8, 1949, prepared by 
professors of Garrett Biblical Institute, to show 
their views of Christianity and Communism. The 
professors find that Communism and Christianity 
are much alike I Their position is typical of the 
views of thousands of Protestant Church leaders. 

Editorially the Advocate lauded the Garrett pro¬ 
fessors for their findings, and declared that ‘‘The 
differences between Christianity and Communism lie 
in the field of ethics, not economics.” 

Are we then to believe that Christian teachings 
justify confiscation of all property of all citizens 
in order that it may be placed in the hands of a 
ruthless, murderous dictatorship ? That’s Communist 
economics! 

Whether misguided or deliberately repeating 
Communist propaganda, preachers and theological 
seminary professors who tell church members and 
the public of America that Christianity and Com¬ 
munism have many points in common, and that their 
differences can be reconciled, are more dangerous 
than Soviet spies and saboteurs. 

The FBI takes care of spies and saboteurs, but 
all too seldom is there even mild rebuke for the 
false religious leaders who are doing such an import¬ 
ant job for the Moscow masters of the Communist 
Party in America. 

False Leaders Aid Communists 

These false leaders are "softening up” Amer¬ 
icans for acceptance of Marxian doctrines, and they 
are helping most efficiently in the Communist plot 
to destroy the Churches. Hence just one of these 
trusted leaders can do more damage than a dozen 
spies, saboteurs and Communist Party orators. 

Every major denomination has within it so-called 
“social action’’ or "social gospel” groups which teach 
Communism-Socialism under pretense that it is 
“practical Christianity." 

For example, the Council of Social Action of the 
Congregational Christian Churches maintains a legis¬ 
lative lobby at Washington; this lobby supports every 
radical and crack-pot measure proposed to Congress. 

The Council for Social Action is an official body 
of .the Churches, and uses mission funds to promote 
its political program. Most of the other denomina¬ 
tional groups are unofficial, but they use the denom¬ 
inational name, and pretend to represent all members 
of the Churches. 

It’s time to call a haltl 


Our Only Hope: Organize l 

We must save our Churches from destruction. 
They will be destroyed if they continue to turn from 
the Way of the Cross to follow political paths, 
whether these paths lead to left or right. A Church 
dedicated to preaching political dogmas no longer 
is a true Church; rather, it is a wing of some 
political, economic or revolutionary movement. 

Just to save our Churches would be well worth 
an all-out struggle, but a great deal more than the 
fate of the Churches depends upon the result of 
Communist efforts to capture them. 

America’s Christian Heritage 

America was founded upon Christian principles. 
Only in the New Testament can we find the principles 
of the importance and dignity of the individual, and 
of the equality of men, which the Founders wrote 
into the Declaration of Independence and the Con¬ 
stitution. These principles cannot be found in the 
sacred writings of any other religion, nor in the 
works of any of the world's philosophers. 

These principles must be saved, and the only 
way to save them is to save the Churches as teachers 
of Christianity. If the Churches are destroyed, all 
our liberties will be lost. 

Future Depends on Laymen 

Only the laymen can save our Churches. We 
cannot nope that the clergy can or will be of major 
assistance. The top or central organizations of all 
major denominations (except the more conservative 
Lutheran bodies) are controlled by clerics who have 
accepted basic Marxian doctrines; these leaders dis¬ 
courage preaching of the undefiled Christian gospel, 
and they encourage use of the Church name and 
prestige, and allow Church mission funds to be used 
for promulgation of Marxian doctrines. 

In many cases the Marx-inspired “hierarchies” 
go so far as to persecute preachers who refuse to 
accept and preach Communist doctrines; in a number 
of instances they have unfrocked preachers whose 
only "heresy” is to preach from the Bible rather 
than from the Communist Manifesto. 

Even more completely than the denominational 
organizations, the Federal Council of Churches is 
controlled hy Communist fellow-travelers and apol¬ 
ogists. 

How the leadership of the Federal Council is 
“shot through” with Communist fellow travelers and 
apologists is shown by the informative chart pub¬ 
lished by the American Council of Christian Laymen. 

Laymen Must Organize — and Act 

Only if the Laymen organize and recapture con¬ 
trol of their Churches can the Communistic program 
of the Federal Council be curbed. 

Remember, the Churches are not the property 
of the clergy. Control of Protestant Churches is 
vested in the laity, and they must recapture it. 

As individuals the church members are helpless; 
only if they organize and demand their rights can 
they retain their liberty of worship and all other 
liberties which Americans hold dear. * 

k 

A constructive program of action is on the nexj^ 
page. ’ / 



GOVERNMENT 


UNITED STAG 


to : Director, FBI 
Richmond 

i§l{[soBjBci^EDEEAI^£ODNCIL OF CHURCHES; 

/ /^AMERICAN COUNCIL OF "CHRISTIAN LAYMEN 

fr SECURITY MATTER - C 


DATE: 2-7-51 


tvs r 


2/ Letter dated 12-12-49 from RALPH W.w>S€)CKMAN to American 
Council of Christian Laymen. 

3* Letter dated 12-19-49 from VERNE P^KTTUB to Dr. SOCKMAN 

4. Le tter dated 1-4-51 from VERNE P. KAUB, Pre^. of ACCL, 

to I L 

5. Letter dated 1-12-51 from RALPH W. SOCKMAN to KAUB. 

6. Letter from KAUB to SOCKMAN dated 1-15-51. _ 

7. Letter dated l-lB-51 from^fcCCL,to I ^ L 

It is desired that the above be returned to the Richmond Q 
in order tnattnev can he"returned tol 

who furnished them to this office. 1 I is a graduat 

of the National Academy of the FBI and is present ly engage 
in real estate business. I ~1 . I I noted tha 

the churches of Bristol,'Va.-Tenn. are going to conduct a 
"Preaching Mission" in Bristol, Va., starting on February 
1951, and that one of the speakers is RALPH W. SOCKMAN, 
Minister, Christ Church (Methodist), New York, N.Y. 


SSSJVfcThe above articles are self explanatory. It is noted that 
!bb: ’^neither of the above organizations is listed on the list 
WO & made up by the Attorney General of the U. S. as reflected in 

H CO v»Rnreau Bulletin #61, series 1950. 

is further noted that RALPH W* SOCKMAN states that the 
RECTOR is a friend of his who had "written a stern answer 
some who had been circulating these reports." Further, 

. KAUB of the ACCL indicated that he would welcome an 
v^stigation by-the FBI in answer to Mr. SOCKMAN’s reply 
at he had called the matter to the attention of his friend 
EDGAR HOOVER. *.• 

toJ <s£This office^hcts meager information available in connection/' 
*T“ i —w ith the above two. organizations and it is desired that if^ 
available, th e Bureau fu rnish information concerning thefG *' 
this office. I I has been advised tha$^fehis .Bu gf^ 

cannot\furnish any information to an outsid©^^d^oKM^^£,. ”*3 
<—^~^~©^J^in.4.wmrnujiistic activj-tdes of individuals .or orptr - /y 

taom.nmrrn., A 




April 28 , 1951 


For t-Uayne 9 > Indiana 


Dear 


•• - ' [Tour letfer of Apr il-22, 1951, had heen - . 

recei ved, and the. inferedt wh ich prompted pour ■ 
communication is appreciated* * V ‘ ...' *' • 

■ • ■ *, ■ .• j‘ ..1 . • ■ . . .■=* • ,■ .• 

... •While f would like to be- of. assistance ■ . * , r: 

in connection with..your- request for infofmatiori, V; 

I ' wish' to 'advise that it has -been: d l.origf s tanding - ^ . 
policy.,, promulgated at the■■dire ctibn of thefr' 
Attorney■ General,\to mai ntairi- the files of. th is f ,V. y • 
bureau as confidential arid available for [official' ■ 
us e Only. ' ‘;:;.. -C ‘• •'•*-" ;*‘ ‘" • V; £!> j 

~ ’'*. V. j: *.•' V :•* B 

X am sur e you jwill understand .the 
reasons > ne beds itatingJthe.'ado pt ion of this "... ; 
policy. Mo inference ‘j of course f should: be dra^nOb f 
that 1 we do, or-do notj have the desired 'infqTmti$ta$iSj!.y 
in our-files .because of my-inability tf.be of 
assistance. X, / ‘S' ' '• • .*£»'« 'o.‘ : 

'* *• ’ • •.;V *• -- • >: r . 

V S'* 'For ybufr added, in formation/the FBI"'- - ... f >< T 
is^anrlrivestX : gativ.e t a ^Mn9y biwb ifnkt/f ,xi Its? . 
juris diction does hoi .-extend- to ,th,a : -classification? by 
[or designation^of individuals. or brqqhiaaltibtts . .Mcp,'. 
as beihg- subversive: upqn.-thb basis-, of info rmdt.i tin ^ 

Qbidtried . bu- ih is■ 'Bur eau [in discha rgirig\4 tK‘fJd 


4k: 


rolaon. 


• ‘ > MphriiXfga-r. Boover 

ocf Ind-iafiapblis (witie a: %ric%?mtrig). 

vS- - Bureau, indices negative re cor resh 


!0lfflDnt 


w\ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


,V I would appreciate it very much if you would give me some information, 
ifiiy request should have been directed to some other Government agency, I would be 
grateful if you would pass it along. ' 


My question is: Just what IS thgfr &MERICAN-CQUNC II -CE-J2 HR.T£.'m4N 
s on, Wisconsi n? Is this a Christian and patriotic organization, as it purports^ 
bey^or Sit made up of radicals with more than a pink tinge, a subversive group 
which distributes literature aimed at disrupting church, educational and patriotic 
organizations and causing doubt and disunity in our country? 


I attended not long ago a regular meeting of a well-known and long-respected 
women's organization, of which I am a member. The speaker of the afternoon was a 
local man named Luther Meyers , obtained, I believe, through one of the American 
Legion posts. Our program was on "Americanism" and he was asked to speak on that 
topic. He spoke fervently, forcefully and convincingly on Communism; how it has 
infiltrated into some of our best groups, schools, churches, etc’. He cited case r 
_r7facts, read out names and was particularly v<j,ci£prous in his denunciation of the 
y^FSDERAL C0UHCIL-X1E-CHURCHES . now known as th*pAHQNAI^ A . 

''^ireatroQffddnt^of literature was passed 'around—some of it to, be passed back to himy 5 ^ 
some to be retained by us. One paper was "HOW BED IS THE FEDERAL COUNCIL OF AlS 
CHURCHES^?", published by the above-named Madison organization. I-sent for and re- \o 
ceived three copies, together with other literature, and now seem to be on their w' 
*&'*&ailing list as -I have since received their newspaper "CHALLENGE" and various other <9 
data, including the usual requests for donations to their cause. As a churchwoman y- 
and patriotic citizen, I was greatly disturbed by the accusations in the "HOW RED" / 
pamphlet, as were most of the women present. I discussed it with my clergyman.. He / 
had seen the literature, he said, and while he believed that Communists had infil- jh 
trated into most organizations, including churches, he did not view the pamphlet /* 
with alarm inasmuch as many of these "denounced" church, and political leaders had / 
expressed pro-Russia sentiments some time ago, when Russia was our ally and when W 
everyone Was trying to find something good to sav about Russia. He also stated 7 
that he had heard Mr. Meyers, speak, considered hoivicious*K-.-/- a|n ^tha't Jj ie^SfeRICAN 
COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN LAIMEN was a "vicious org^Lzg^tiorv^"^kjjfwjt of 
twc^ other women who also went to their respective^clergymen for gijy^nce iirthis 
matiter and had similar Jmswers T ,r PnDn rn IQ L 


\ s 

scause I wanirto krxow 4 ; 


• I am writing because I wanfro tajow 
whether their propaganda is true or false 
could be found to discredit them. If the, FCC, or^r a. 
CHURCHES JIS harbouring leaders 1iste4.as v Belongins/ 
ganizations, then the. public should^ , be'iitfp:$ed Jy 

authority-so that the NCC would not contihud f 

bodies, as is the present situation. , ^‘Sinc^ous 


>aison group and 
r vylcious, some way 

yffATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
^mis tic or "front" or- 
jC some other unimpeachable 
(ported by all Protestant 
p was never more in need of 



1 


■ . I ’•• ••• *y 

l _] u 


. ) ' 
> . 


strength and unity, men and -women of good will should NOT be left in doubt as to 
which are the forces of evil and which are the good. I am fully aware that you 
and others of our nation's leaders are today confronted with critical issues de¬ 
manding immediate attention—but certainly the millions of church people who look 
to the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES for leadership cannot be dismissed as unim¬ 
portant. As everyone knows, the voice of*the clergy is one of the great forces 
in our land-and we WANT to believe. 

It seems to me that through all this confusing and troubling problem, only 
one fact stands out as being unmistakably clears That one or the other of these 
two groups is working against national unity. Which are we to believe? Isn't 
there some way in which patriotic citizens can be given the truth-—and not have to 
go on listening to the pot calling the kettle black? 


Very truly yours. 



• 

«*» - > *' 
•' > -». 





June 82 > 1952 

'l.CJ 


r/enoi 


Uaw jersey 


*><*?{ _ V . : ; 

Your letter of June 25+ 1951# has boon 
received and z appreciate the interest vhioh prompted 
yotir tori ting me* 

Although x would like very touch to bo of 
service a policy of longstanding reguireo that 
information, in the files of this bureau he kept 
confidential and available for official use only o 
X knob you will understand the reason for this rule 
and will draw no conclusion as to whether we do 
or do not have the desired data in view of my 
inability to be of assistance* 

• * • • • • * 

in this regard it is suggested you may ■ 
desire to oommunicate with the Better Business 
Bureau at ldl7 Sanson Street? Philadelphia 8 , 
Pennsylvania* . - ‘ 

- • sincerely yours#. 


■ ' John Edgar Soever* . // f 

Director^ ,yj & *vsy 

NOTEt Files reflect that the National $$i3lci3k±for American 
Education has as its ostensible purpajj^ib# n <gsadicate 
socialism and communism from the scht^pls Sn 
NYC office adv ised that the organization §s 
L whose defunct u Amerioan p&br 
declared fahcistic and subve rsive by 
Columnist I I has refe 

monger:who is promoting new rackets « 


Toiion 


ci*» _ 
OUvln _ 

Mo bbU 


was 


l General » 
as a n hate 


(68-87760. 


Alien _ 
irotaone _ 
UturhllB 
U»fcr y** 1 ~ 


COMM — FBI 


RBCtvrh 

5*W ' 


'JUN 231952 

MAILED 27 




*■ * 


I 


Manorial f rcsbijtAaa Church 

Itawnah, 1 m Jersey 


W. R. TAYLOR, pastor 


MANSE; 6 PRINCETON AVENUE - PHONE: S-030S-W 
STUDY PHONE; S-OE1 1 


"June 15 

\ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirs i 

Will you please give me some information regarding 
the following organizations t UheAa'Jational Council 


the following organizationsr Thesfll ational Council, 
For American Sducation T Addresses 420^4exington Ave 
and 1 Maiden Lane, New *ork City; Also^mgi^ga, 
Council of Christian Laymen, Madison 1, Wis* 

— ■ .mi Till—rn—~ 


Both of these groups are doing^considerable writing 
on the ■^libject of Communism with much of it being 
aimed atS (Federal CouncLl_pf _ Ch urches , and at some 
of the meri who are members of^TTaTC^OTganizations 
leadership. * 

I the Presbyterian Church USA I h6 

want to do all I can to promote freedp.m and real b7c 

American democracy. I will appreciate'your telling, 
me who is on the boards of these two name<groups 
and what their purpose as organizat 


Thank you most sincerely. 


JN 19 19E 


Cordiall: 


RECORDED ■ 28cJ^ __ 


— .«— 


INDEXED • 2$ r ^zZT 
JUN 29 mi 
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September $1, 2951 


Tour letter _ date'd September. I5> I95l y< to- 
g01fer r with tfie ttOfterigi you forwarded,, ft a a bieh 
.. Jpf\* '\V■ ' ' ... 

' , t •" 5 *• * 
I Wish to.: advise,■ ho wevef,.: that it'is not • 
■possible .f or the FBpt;o- p.vdlpdte' the; data pop en~\ 
CLpaed^ - pay f talt'd that, the 

pBi:.;t.h.-.ottpptpp^^phpeAt.iggtivp; y 'faot -firidihg : agencp 
gnd hfc no■ t'iafr 'drdtps\-C'Qndlp3iohs from: ithi investfyar. 
t'ioneX. also- want ip point out that- a long-standing, 
policy leMtah'ltihed.for this Bursad 1 holds otir files a 
poji£fdentia%. gn$. dpqfjftble\ far of ficial -use only* 

... / JITo. inf.grbnc.ey of course, shoiild'. h'e drawn • 

that we do, or'dp'n;otj..hape data concerninfy the- 
grgqpiagtion you mpntiq'ftdd. ‘ i ayij return ijigr ybjiti 
‘egclogure at .this timp together witN'upm?- Q&dttidfiq.l 
material which 1 thought you night 1 ihe \*£ d .r eqpi .' 

. • '*8$a* ar^lp ypiitdj, 


John Edgar Hooper 
Director 


SEP 221951 

MAILED 27 


H,opuerjla\ Statement 3-26-47 * ®L> rS. 

'20 Q&e si/ions &dnd Answers on the FBI * ' J vs > -\ 

-Fpe' to : - ite$d 9 f' •• ' •;"• cA v 

Unmasking, tHep^tmjnUnist .Masquerader . ^\V > -<^^7 

NOTE.:. Correspondent engiosed-a leaflet enfit ldBv "How Red 
Is fhe Federal Council, of Churches?" American*Voundj&'/gf 
Christian' Laymen, 122 It,". Washington" Avenue, J fadt8on : ?l'S~ 
Wisconsin, : ' ' . 4 


lljcfcol*. 







Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Sept. 15,’ 1951 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Material “as oome to my attention which I would like to clear 
up in my thinking. Would it be possible for sorts branch of the FBI 
to evaluate the enol.osed material for me. Also, I am wondering if 
you have any information about .thejjAjn erican Council of Christian 
Layman f |[ . | If the^BI 'cahnot answer rt<r qu'e7y7^ould , 'ydu' 
fiSotSer reliable soiirce of for evaluation.' . •; 

I am a school teacher and a student at the’ University of 
Miohigan. I art asking for this information only for my own en¬ 
lightenment. I will thank you in advanoe for you ^assistance. 


ours 




February 28^ 1952 


Dear 


Sincerely yours 


John Edgar. So over 
, Director 


Omaha 


.'•* Bureau ftles contain no record'- of ..-correspondent, • • 

• 4 . . - ' } . .. ‘ - • ' a .• 

. w.-.-. . * jv- .. *•-:• : -y 

,,, , Correspondent submitted to the Bureau; a pamphlet entitled 

^ow Red Ts The Federal 'Council of ChurchesFV .is-sited- by the 
'American Council df Christian Laymen, Madison, W is cons in» He • 
inquired-as to the 'truth''of the statements in this pamphlet . 

J ...” ‘ *".V - i • . * • . 

i 1 ‘r‘, -,v * ■ ' '*» -i • • ■ 1 i- • . ;* ”\ . : • , 

v . •. * ^ 3%£ Bureau has received' numerous inquiries .concerning %• 

this pamphlet as well as -the Federal Council- of ■ Chur cjies . ‘ 4n. , • 

investigation confi.nedito contacts' with''informants was conducted" 
'by the Hew 'fork OffVce ih lJjjO; however, -fify'fLata was 'developed/■ < .■ 
indicating., any Communist or subversive actiifjftj^d tin the part- of. 
this organization^ 1 " The pavlphlet attempt,s tc^ Show jtha.t ' the Federal 
flouncil'Ai&*CbWn.'$f&,%'bTc and includes a sthfbqmerfib Director 

which istticctivQtsk although, in c 0 mp X e t&r.a naf'i s ft ah en fr&m his -state- 


A-.- -U&Ssb- 









/P, 


D t £ 


M 


' J LaA _^<£ c/lo . 

H 

iln^cXW^ CL ^y^iJUJ' a^sjjLUlr* ^jjh 

(L~j~{ cJLjl. "t^a M 

~&tsL. 


Mj-y^ e ^\. ^YiyCb^fJ^ j+ rJtu^y jtt 
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March 6, 953r — 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justloe 
Washington, D.G. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 


Forvsojpxr time we have been receivina^lbriolic literature 
from the.^ fimerl.ca n Coun^l^of-^hEla.)>l : an J ^Syjaen, denouncing manfc 
of our Methodist, 1 ''lead era, and th^y feCl'onal"'Council of Churches . 

I have read their material and fdund it full of misinterpreta¬ 
tions and misreprespiftiations. A few days ago, I wrote to their 
president, Verneyfe^iub, expressing my dislike of their methods r-—- 

o^trylng to"'prove the National Council and the Methodist Church 
ftfommuniBtic. In my letter, I cited the example of how .Dr. Ral ph 
Sockman^ aas unjustly accused of Communistic connectionanprlur 
ttr'TTIa 'appearance at a teacher's convention at Atlantic, Iowa. 

It was my understanding that the matter was referred to you, and 
that you sent a reassuring letter to the convention officials, 
stating that Dr. Sockman was a personal friend of yours, and 
.that you were certain that he was not Communistic. Mr. Kaub 
responded, expressing disbelief that you had made any such 
Response. For my own satisfaction, I would like to know whether 
my understanding of the situation is correct. , . . , -r? 

i ■* l '*Vus 

I am writing because, as a concerned Christian,/\the methods - 
employed by such organizations as thheAmerlean.Council of Christian 
Laymen to undermine the confidence of churchmen in their churches 
is a dangeroue^’df trying to fight Communism. I would appreciate 
any enlightenment you could give me as to how one can learn the | 
truth about the extent of Communistic tendency in the leadership' ill 
of the Methodist churches, and in the National Counoil of Churches 
I presume you are not free to express any opinion as to that, but** 
perhaps you can tell me whether, in this particular instance abojuti 
Dr. Sockman, -I was correct in my statements. 


recorded- 12 Io2-- /0 o 4 $ 2 - 

* MAR 3^ 1952 

«*» "".A*-*. 


1 






Uarch 2$ 


record^ 2 

\UQtXtD-^ 


Omaha , Nebraska , . be , • .•.**. 

•__ • bic ' 

Z)dor| |j /• : * *• r> * 

■ - —-J • » t t < 

Jbwr letter of /Sarah 6 a with enclosure 

has been received* 

* , * • 4 • « • 

Jo)* your information. I have had occasion in 
the past to give my personal observations relative to 
dr* Sochman f s career x and £ am enclosing copies of two 
letters J have written in this, connection which may be 
of interest to you • . • . • 

. You will find enclosed some other- material 
which may be of value to you* ., . * 

The envelope which you forwarded is being 

returned* ■ 


Sincerely yours , 

• * • * 

!Jo Edgar Hoover. 


MAR 1 9 1952 

MAILED 20 


John Edgar\ Hoo^et^ 
director S. > 


• Letter dated 3-16-^ fn 6 m\D&reatqfc to &r™Ralph'W.j£oQkmt£rlg 

■ (94-37668-25) ■ .7- -* oiUiiJ. .* « , ^ v. * . ! ^ Sf U? - 

Don’t Be duped by" ±he Communists lj God crjpr ChaosP;Bbw __H 

Communists Operate• vnmrsffoiftQZ/dltSi Communist Masquerader, nj 
Stamped.Air Mail Enuelfep<Q T •.//• •. •' „ zs 2 

NOTE* Bufliles •contaiV£axgAfrieaQ l fid u Q/ correspondent. £ <=> 

letter dated March 11, 1952, was*cTVrected''to:Mr. Verne P. 

Kauby President of the American Council of Christian Laymen, 
in connection with this same'subject. " Kaub-also was sent 
copies of theytdjo letters submitted as enclosure's to this 


Mlctwl* 


.k 
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March 26, 1952 


1 inuba 


Bear 


. • Tour letter* dated March id', 1952, with * • 

enclosure, has .been received . .. - 

• • ♦ * * ® 
>• d ■* t * 

'• . While I would like to.be of service y X 

wish to advt&e that information _in files is con - 
fidential arid available for' off icial use only « . I 
Would like to point out also that the FBI is strictly 
a fact-finding agency, dad it is hot Within the limits 
of its prescribed functions to draw conclusions or ■ 
make evaluations as- to the character or integrity' of < 
any organisation or individual* • -• 

I know you will understand the necessity 
for our policy in this regard and will not infer 
either that, we do,, qr.do not, have the inf ormati on 
you requested* < f - V- I" 

■■ • * :■ vi- : *. '■ ... . • \ 

, * T. 1 - „■ - . T • • » ‘ ' 1 £<- •. ’ > . 

■ T am enclosing some material which, you may 
f ind of interest*- •' ,• > ; .. • . ’ • 

i ' .. --.'Vj • / Sincerely yours*^ S *■* . 


.... tj -q P • •• •. 

John Edgar Bogy&r rvj 
Director ?o 


Tojaon. 


Mchola. 
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-.. •. •.«%/ . .v. /• * v r v/ * '• -• • • •• 

“* . s H i ' .‘A J.1 /•• ... s ' ' x 

. \V - x * - • / • *’ t *>). ; , * /# .v . • . 

V »1 • 7 » . . V' i ' * * * . •. ...... 

■%-.*. 'V . / . . •• *. •. 

- • . . . W .. r ' •» • . ' •*-. .v • v.j. • • 

••!? . -.NOTEi ‘ con H* '. • j ’ - * i •>'. V' -’.. 

* * This Bureau ha 3, received; numerous.- inquiries conn; :** 

y cerning this pamphlet, as* wtyll as the .Federal Council.-of . \ t” * 

•i .■ : Churches.. *• '..f ** ..•••' . .* ’ 


\ i 
. *’* / • 
* ' ’ * ’ < .. 

. : • • : . r. 
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JANZEN MUSIC CO. 

4 ( ^ 

. SbinuU* ~J4ouS« of W)u4ic 


BALDWIN PIANOS - 
ACCORDIONS 
BAND, ORCHESTRA 
* INSTRUMENTS 
RADIO, • PHONOGRAPHS 
RECORDS, SHEET MUSIC 
' v ' ACCESSORIES 
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151 South L Street * Phone 702 ★ DINUBA, CALIFORNIA 

.March Id, 1952 


it 


J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 




Would you be so good as to inform 
me whether the information stated in the 
enclosed pamphlet is authentic? Can you 
tell me where information might be ob¬ 
tained as to what churches, group of 
churches, and church conventions currently 
sponsor the Federal Council of Churches? 

Thank you for any information you 
might be able to furnish. 

Very truly yours, 


' '/ 





(•*' J >■ 

'Y >■. i 




% 



end. 
JEJ:njh 




November 21, 


£• Ba y, Oregon 


9: • * Tour letter, dated November 10j .1952, and the- enplosure 

have been received, and I appreciate the.-, inter est which prompted 

your: communication, - .* . \ V - v ■ • - * • , 

* •*. »*'.•« ’ ** •, * t * ' ‘ 

*• \ •“ • • * * . ’ ' * 4 - * •• *• | 

• While 1 would like to be of assistance in. connection ;. 

with your-inquiry $ I must advise that in accordance with a■ ■ 

departmental regulation data contained in the files of-thts.-’ r 

Bur.eau is maintained as confidential and available-for official 

use only,,. . • / . *\ ; • f- •• * ‘ .• 

’ *’ . ’*• •*». * #••• \ • *. *. * • v /. 

. • ;..l qm sure you will understand the necessity for ;thi's 
regulation and no inference will be drawn because of my inability 
to be of assistance that we do or do not have in our files the 
information you have requested, ' ' ; ’■ ; ' 

Sincerely yours, - ? ’:f V..; 


John "Edgar Hoover 
director • 


NOTE,ON YELLOW ONLY: 


Bureau indices negative re correspondent,,.-. 

.. r V v ' . '/• V. 

Correspondent-eh closed a pamphle t entitled/firR 


IS’ The Federal .Qo.uhcil. :of : r jBHur chUes?-* is sued- in by. tjief “ rf , 

American Counc il of' Chri a tian Laymen, This pamphl et. previous ly 
has -:'c6me'to the attention jof the Bfir&ajgi - ■ JThe- Federal Council 
of - Churches in Americah%a$ : ni 0 t f: £f£n 'invest i- * 

■gation by the Bureau; Kowever\ aiie.gatvdrv8\'P'oncefhing Communist 
infiltration int o th is or'dan feft ape :be en reo kived in -th$\pi 


,cr.ol*‘ 


ilaoKt’* 


Wfgljdt 


UtifMln 


MAlVSlT'a 




JHirst baptist (JUpardf 




J. Edgar Hoover 


SSA CENTRAL AVENUE 


COOS BAY, OREGON 

Nov. 10, 1952 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 




Dear Sir: 

Can you tell me how. authoritive the statements 
are contained in the enclosed chart, put out by 

g 

the American Council of Christian La 








ugusta, Georgia 


Dear 


Tour letter dated }.fcty 12, 1953, together ■ 
with enclosure, has been received • 

* '* v ' \ ’ ■ ( . 

The interest and courtesy, prompting you 

to bring the pamphlet you forwarded to my attention . ' 
w are indeed appreciated* 'In this connection, you \ 

\ may be interested in “knowing that the statement , ; 

attributed t& me in this pamphlet is an- excerpt 
from a statement ■ I made on March 26,'1947, \before 
the Committee on Un-American Activities of the '■ '' - 
United States, House of Representatives • I am ' 
enclosing a copy of this statement which you might ' 
like td have , The excerpt quoted appears, on page . 
twelve end you will see, of course, v)hen you read. 

• this .passage .in. context that I was not making ; ; V 

'reference to any particular organization or Teltgious 
denomination»■ ’ ;■ '* V • 

• • * * , ; \ • • i ’ * 

* * • . • «. * ‘ . • . •• » . . *. 

' ’ J cannot let this opportunity pass with-.:- 

-out thanking you sincerely for your kind words. 

.. concerning the-FBI* Wei'of this Bureau hope: that^ 
our efforts will continue to merit your esteem*x*: ' 

mm 0 % % * , • __ •» # "*’*.*•• ^ ^ ^ • 

1 ..J- ‘ ’■ •„ • * .Sincerely ydurs, - ■ ^ *• 

' J." Edgar Hooyeirv • ($N <• 


MAY19 1953 

mi ep3i 


' • yr , •’ * John 

'' ■ ?>’C , 

Enclosure '* ' u 0' X* . 

Director's s.tatem'dftt*3-26-'%7 , V . 

?: -• r . *• ' 

{NOTE: Enclosure to incomi^Owas. a% 

"How Rad. Is. the Federal {'Council \if i 
yby theQ/Ameri car ^ Councx l *' of Cl tri stian ' Laym en 
Wi sconsin 7^(c on^tf^\orfl^.evoi d~~pa.ge)' 

^ f ^ .u .• • 

biCibi.t:mh'*j£s. 


l.dgar Hoover 
rector 


ToUoo. 


Nichols. 

Oclmonc 

Cle M - 


Rosea. 


am-phlet entitled 
hurche sP".issued 
Madison 


Mohr- 

V(nterrowd« 
Tele. Room, 
Hollomin — 






. .. (cont'd;)- \ «\ • • . V; . * - ' 

The Bureau has received numerous inquiries • 

" - concerning this pamphlet as well-as the Federal.. - > ';•' ;• 

v .. ,* • Council of Churches.'-. An investigation 

co-ajtined to -contact with informants was conducted by *. 

the New ¥ork Office in 1950 ; however, ho data, was* developed” ' v 
- indicating any Communist or subversive activities on * • . . ’••• 

the part of this organization." The pamphlet attempts 
.,** - *° 3 how i that the Federal Council is Communistic arid. ‘ ‘ 

• . includes a statement of the Director which is accurate S'-' ’ 

* . " although, incomplete.,, and is -taken' from;-his statement' v';.. ,v — 

• ** .. /D e f°T.f the . Un-American -Activities Copwiitteei . (100-5086$}- 

/•' ' . V : ■ • • •. :* * \* *t‘..V ’• • •• \ '*•••* 

’ y . ■*. * .. V' v . s •.. .■*. * • 

• *..* 1* ;* • c , ,f ’ . \ i • , ,* , , * • \ 

... f ' * . f . *. * * * • , f # * > • • i . r . 

^ , 'j . /*»' ' ' /, i , • * * ., • **.»*•• 4S • * / " » ' A *' *•* •* ' , 


* * * r t 4 . 

♦ • v »*: t- * 


•*.* * • „ *r f ' * 

• •. ;• • \ 


. I • / 


.r ‘ ' ; 


‘ ••• • • .V ‘ ** *..:**^’ < »-« 


• •• *?. ... .. . * v . 


,» , . '*•; •- # »•** **’ »•.?*•. • •* .*•. • • »« # • • 
.*• ■" t . A** • . * /' > 

i.’.<.vr-.w* 

Z ■ ‘ ’ • . > , • \ * ' • • • , * • •« " * ■ 

.*« .* • i . 1 s ... •••:'. . /* 

•••** - ' ,• - .? •;•**. ' _ , ■ » ;~ v * 

. i . I . ’ 

v 

. : 

*. ‘V-.r • v .* 

•V* if .. “ ' 

• 5^,*.* *- ;* V . -V . .■;•••.■ ;• 

. *« • . . * v* * * * . r ./■ V, * * ' • . -V • -. V ; 

v % 1 .* * * \ . »’ • *. •• r . » .•* •. • 

' • r • * • • . • 1 **•/; / . i * • • •• 

‘ • ,* #v - r - •* v. •*.•* i*‘. **..•*’ * < • 

• . » * *k • " ’ • ’* • * r. "•»*•» • 

•*. V* V ••• . 

r. * ;• r . -_ ... . •. . ; ... : 


, • . V / T J ^ 1 * • ‘V . • * . • %. # • . , - ,* ... * 

■ c f •: - •*-> i'-- .»*■, V,, is-» X 

if V-'.C 

' : t /• ■ ... ‘ 4 *.• .. • •{ 

: •. 1 • • , % .v\ • * » • *, • •* s *. ' i* ' . • - f • , . . . 

\ + • rn* m . . • » ••• ■ 5 * i * . , ■ r. - *H « 0 < • > #•••.•:** •*. ’ 

' '"'. v . jT' i r*.*;- - ■"/.vf - -' * 

.. •. #/* ''>?;/.*•. V . 

: 'O'* .... .-r.-;* - y ' ’*•" 'M 

I m * . » • • >M # . • ^ , v •• '** ^ * i* r . ■* ^ ,f. t • I 

•••• *. . v .' ; r ••*>' • *;i V/ 4 ’* v’y .• «• ’V..« *,, • ■• * 

i . •• v*.... >’ .’-lv •?•:’. •• V-Vv. .- 


v • ; . .... . *.•* r 




... •• 








The other marks in the pamphlet were put 


m22 1953 




Mr.. J. Edgar Ho ever. rvi^ * 

Federal Bureau of Investigation \j 

Washington* D.C'. • ^ I 

Dear Mr.. Hoover* •> * 

• • . N ' ' • 

'>.1 am enclosing a pamphlet which was given .to me "by a 
friend aAfewLdays ago. This, pamphlet sets ...out. to:prove. 

' that theX ffat ional Oounc 1 l^iof.^Chu rche s^ o.f,Jurist. in .t he. . *' 


. JLtgfcAt*.>a puhversive organizatiora, dominated by Communists ; v> 
fellow-travelers#. ' •' . . \ f V .. •' 

•• ’■ y \i • ' • . • . •* 'T» ^ \ .* •*’. ‘ •. ’ 

- •> The-people' who prepared this pamphlet are using; a quo- * 
tat ion. from you to back up their argument, although jrour r ' /if. 

Statement does not seem to have a direct bearings on the . 

■_j'ii _ r »’ >«_W’ _ _ “f •»._XI_I ' _i. 1 _L -_«. * •* .V . 1 


Th 

:1k ;V •• tation:. 

' stateme 
nations 
: ' wjL'th a 

- there b 
• : • •* ’ • ' 

y>., v .- - . i r 

■ v^aye .hn 

.• <• i*v *• •' , • v 

^ v !» - » • ’J'* 1 

(trStv • that th 

ou 

L </>U « • • 

>*> > ” . ", 

>5 

; . . 

r * 

F*.iX . ( 

l ' y ATTACHED 


that the FBI is doing,• We are extremely ’fortunate to have 

...this outstanding organization in these perilous times.- V , / 

; • •'* 

* - ‘ . Yours very truly* .. . 1 v. vf- 


. *• *• ;, .1 -*i. ^ 

3 A 1 

b 6 . ‘VV*i- 

b7C 4 ^ 4 . 

k> ?-!>". 

• • -sil 

•. ’ V: -* v »5j 


- . ""AC.r 


«a»ffiE0:S8>i 


,,f. ^ 

/X V 
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.RECORD^® 


Mr* *terns P* Jraito 
President 

American Council' of Christian Laymen. » ; „ . .• 

122 I7esit Washington Avenue •' •"••■ -V ' . 

Madison 1. Wisconsin ; •“ • .. 

• * 1 . • • • ■ *. «% 

, r •* .. . e .* - ; v •. j. ; • *• ;.*• ... 

Hear, Mr * Eaub: ' '} ■ '* -• '*•;’• 

* » ^ * V .• • * .*' s /'• V - • / • , , 

• Tour- letter of September 3/ 1933,. together 
with its enclosure., has been received • •* 


: On Febr uary 3* 1951 i I di d «■ as you- 'state^.'lf* ' j 
write a let ter to | | wfto Tiad commini ccraid. 

with, ne advising that his attention had been palled' ig •' 
to the pamphlet-"How Ned Is the Federal Council of 
GhurchesP' 1 He said thq implication was made- that. I /££> 
was criticising the Federal Council of Churches and ■ 
asked if my quotation which appeared in your brochure 
had. reference to the Federal Council of Churches . JV » 
obviou sly made -nr, such Inference and, as ybu Fnow x a y % 
I told | ~\ that ny ‘quotation was taken out of\ ; 

contexv from remarks I rade before the: Committee on. -tv,' 
Un-American Activities of the House of Representatives^ 
on'March 2& x 1947*. . ..I informed him that I had never ant 
any time'made any statements criticising the Federal v? 
Council of Churches or the National Council of Churches* 

•** * V •*«.*. ? »'• *.«*'•* . •* ;• * •,* . ’ **• *>• , 

# ' : . •* .*1 i • i • • • ‘ C T ’ v • \ -tfi 

• It should , be clearly apparent to anyone , . • . •• 

reading my statement, before the House Conniitee 'that I ' 
did not classify the ministers of the gospel’ I '.v',' ».• 
mentioned as being affiliated with any particular church 
or. any church group* \ ; ’ ; . \ - ^ 

\ . ^ -ii 

*<| I>. 

. * T w • ; • r • •• sj 


To! son 


Nichols. 


cc - Milwaukee 


Rosea-- 

Tracy —— 
Gesrty * ,r, 

WoSr —- 

Vlnceno*^. 
Tele. Room 
HoHomsa — 


\UIZ 


MAILED 16 



Verne p* gauk 


\ ' 2Vie excerp-b 6f my remarks before the Souse 

Committee on Un-American Activities-which you enclosed 
is- correct; however> I am enclosing a copy of my . , 

complete testimony befor& r this Committee, which I 
thought you might like to have * * . •/>' 

. t , . v ' . * * \ . v«*'i . * 

... •. - .« .. • ‘ 

-Sincerely your Si 

> : ' •. i • . v STo; Edjar Hoovay *- • ,i 






American Council of Christian Lay 


122 West Washington Avenue 
Madison 1, Wisconsin 

September 3, 1953 


Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Gearty__ 

Mr. .Mohr__ 

Mr. Winterrowd_ 
Tele. Ro om 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Misa Gan fl y__ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

'x'» In further attempt to discredit the work of this Council, 

XNational.. Council of Churche s^ has issued a 28**page pamphlet 
*Mtitled Flaj.A' " ir&6Ts . ir’air e 1~1 of this pamph let reproduces a 
flletter written by you to I | tender date of February 

pj 1951. ’ " 

In this letter you state that a quotation—presumably the / 
one used in this Council’s brochure, "How Red.. .?JLwas taken^*-. 
out of context. NCC, in the pamphlet .ref erred to, attempts -fr* 
to make this mean that your statement about ministers of thq^ 

! gospel promoting the evil work of Communists would have a 
’ different meaning if left in context. 

; t If this also is your opinion, we would like an explanation 

of how and why this is true. As vie read the statement in its 
jcontext as we have it, it appears to us that the statement is 
jeven more damaging than when it stands alone. 

According to the copy which vie have, just prior to speak¬ 
ing about the ministers and others, you had been talking about 
the Communist Barty and had declared that it is a dangerous 
Fifth Column. Theu you asked. What can we do?"■ You favored 
unrelenting prosecution of Communists violating.our country’s 
laws; you suggested an antidote or defense', then declared you 
would have no fears if more Americans would-, learn about Commun¬ 
ism. Turning then to the other side of the’picture you said 
you did fear liberal and progressive dupes who join hands with 
the Communists. You named first ministers, then teachers, labor 
leaders, and “all our people who may take the poisonous pills 
of Communist propaganda.” 


You turned again to Communists, thus putting all the 
liberal groups in a Communist "context,” and closed with an 
excoriation of the Communist way of life, calling it an evil 
and malignant way of life. . ^ 


2 


■’•Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 


SaEtember 3» 1953 


Of course, I wish to be certain that we are talking about 
the same things, so I send, attached hereto, a rather complete 
; copy of the.' latter part of your statement to the House Committee 
as v/e have it In our files. If our version is n ot correct, please 
send us a correct .copy as you did, to [ |. 

i s Whether or not our copy is correct, please do not ignore or 

• evade our request for your reasons, if you have such, for main- , 
taining that your statement about clergymen has a different and 
■ presumably "milder" meaning than when read in context. 

Very sincerely^ 


Very sincerely^ 

Verne pdfKaub, President M 
American Council of Christian Laymen 


VPK:je 
Enc. 



J. Edgar Hoover , Direct or. Federal Bureau of Investigation, appeared 
be-fore the House Committee on Un-American Activities on March 27, 19^7» 
and made a statement for the record. 

In the latter part of his address, he outlined 1 I 4 . tests of the 
character of an organization suspected of being a Communist front. 

He declared that the Communist party is a fifth column in the United 
States and quoted two top functionaries of the Party in support of 
the statement. He then continued: 

”What can we do? And what should be our course of action? The 
best antidote to Communism is vigorous intelligent/ old-fashioned 
Americanism with eternal vigilance. I do not favor any course of action 
which would give the Communists' cause to portray and pity themselves 
as martyrs. I do favor unrelenting prosecution wherever they are found 
to be violating our country's laws. 

"As Americans, our most effective defense is a workable democracy 
that guarantees and preserves our cherished freedoms. 

"I would have no fears If more Americans possessed the zeal, the 
ferver, the persistence and the industry to learn about this menace 
of Red Fascism. I do fear fbr the liberal and progressive who has been 
duped Into joining hands with the Communists. I confess to a real 
apprehension so long a 3 Communists are able to secure ministers of the 
gospel to promote their evil work and espouse a cause that is alien to 
the religion of Christ and Judaism . I do fear so long as school boards 
and parents tolerate conditions whereby Communists and fellow travel¬ 
ers under the guise of acaddmic freedom can teach our youth a way of 
life that eventually will destroy the sanctity of the home, that under¬ 
mines faith in God, that causes them to scorn respect for constituted 
authority and sabotage our revered Constitution, (added underlining) 

"I do fear so long as American labor groups are infiltrated, do¬ 
minated or saturated with the virus of Communism. I do fear the pal¬ 
liation and weasel-worded gestures against Communism indulged in by 
some of our labor leaders who should know better but who have become 
pawns in the hands of sinister but astute manipulators for the Commun¬ 
ist cause. 

n I fear for ignorance on the part of all our people who may take 
the poisonous pills of Communist propaganda. 

"I am deeply concerned whenever I think of the words of an old- 
time Communist. Disillusioned, disgusted and frightened he came to us 
with his story and concluded: 

" 'God help America or any other country if the Communist party 
ever gets strong enough to control labor and politics. God help us 
all ! ' 

"The Communists have been, still are and always will be a menace 
to freedom, to democratic ideals, to the worship of God and to Amer¬ 
ica's way of life. 

• . / 1 

!(o 

sKcaioi& 



. "I- feel that once public opinion is thoroughly aroused aa it is 
V today, the fight against Communism is well on its way. Victory will 
be assured once Communists are identified and exposed, because the 
public will take the first step of quarantining them so they can do 
no harm. Communism, in reality, is not a political Party. It is a 
way of life. It reveals a condition akin to disease that spreads 
like an epidemic and like an epidemic a quarantine is necessary to 
keep it from infeoting the Nation. 11 

(end statement) 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: Mr, Nichols 


DATE 


NlcboU. 


Cl*n« 


Laagblia. 


VERNE PtfKAUB * • * 

PRESIDENT 

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN LAYMEN 
MADISON, Y/ISCONSIN 


SYNOPSIS 


On 9-3-53, Verne P, Kaub, President of ^American flounoil 
\of Christian Laymen indicated thezjrtTTitional, .Council o.f^CliyrJSLeef'' 
muiT iitTSmptirig to^Iiscredit hi 3 group. The point of issue concerns 
a statement which the American Council of Christian Laymen 
included in a brochure captioned "Horn Red Is the Federal Council 
of Churche3p" This statement was taken from the Director's 1 

testimony before the HCUA' 3-27-47 and relates to Mr, Hoover's j 

fears "so long as Communists are able to send ministers of the 
gospel to promote their evil work,," A number of people have 

I received the impression from this pamphlet "How Red,,," that 
the Director i3 criticising the Federal Council of Churches 
which 


, of course, is not true in f act. Kaub mak es reference to 
a letter the Director wrote_boone I | in which the 

Director pointed out to I \ that his statement in "How Red,.," 

wa3 taken out of contexts Kaub asked if this is true and why it 
is true. Detailed background information re controversy between 
the National Council of Churches and American Council of Christian 
Laymen is set forth in details. 


RECOMMENDATION 


It is recommended that attached letter be forwarded 
to Kaub in which it is'pointed out that the Director has at no 
time inferred that the Federal‘(Council of Churches was . a Communist 
or Communist-front groupL ,** / ' ‘' ’ 5 -’ : 


RSOO^' 

•INDEXED 


COPIES DESTROI’t-JD 
,270 DEC 8 1S64 
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Memo to Mr, Nichols 


September 11, 1953 


DETAILS : 

In letter dated September 3, 1953, Kaub advised that 
the National Council of Churches was attempting to discredit 
the work of the American Council of Christian Laymen and advised 
that a pamphlet "Plain Facts'' issued by the National Council of b 6 
Churches reproduc es a letter written by the Director to bic 

il I doted Februarv 3 . 1951, _ (The National Council of 

IXjnurunes ms J07'merly known as the Federal Council of Churches,) 

_ Kaub goes on to say that the Director in his letter 

to | I states that his quotation which appears in the b6 

brochure "How Bed Is the Federal Council of Churches?" is taken b 7c 
out of context and then Kaub points out that the National Council 
of Churches in "Plain Facts" attempts to make thi3 mean that the 
Director's statement about ministers of the gospel promoting the 
evil work of Communists would have a different meaning if left 
in context, Kaub wants to know if this is the Director's opinion, 
asks for an explanation of how and why this is true. He goes on 
to 3tate that'hs we read the statement in it3 context as we have 
it, it appears to us that the statement is even more damaging 
than when it stands alone," 

The statement in question is as follows "I confess to 
a real apprehension, so long as Communists are able to secure 
ministers of the gospel to promote their evil work," This statement 
w.a3 taken from the Director's testimony before the HCUA on 
3-27-47 and wos lifted from a paragraph wherein the Director 
stated that he would have no fears if Americans possessed the seal 
to learn more about the menace of Bed Fascism, In the statement 
before the HCUA, the Director also noted that he had "fear for 
the liberal and progressive who ha3 been hoodwinked and duped into 
joining hands with the Communists," 

/« is . apparent that there has been a running feud 

i between the Amert'cayi Council of Christian Laymen headed by Kaub 
and the Federal Council of Churches, The Bureau has received 
numerous inquiries from individuals who have read "How Bed Is the 
Fe.deral Counoil of Churchesp" which brochure was issued by the 
H ewi o nai Council of Christian Laymen, This brochure concerns 
itself solely with attacking the Federal Council of Churches and 
it includes the one statement of the Director referred to above, 

A3 a result, widespread misunderstanding ftoe arisen because people 

I have received the inference that the Director is critical of the 
Federal Council of Churches. In this regard, the Bureau has 
loot investigated the Federal Council of Churches and contact with 
l informants in sources in New York fail to reveal that this council 
lie in any way subversive. 
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Memo to Mr* Niohola 


September 11, 1953 


On January 26, 1951, | j , who identified himself 

as a Presbyterian elder from Roanoke, Virginia, wrote the Director, 
said he had read "How Red 13 the Federal Council of Churches" and 
further advised that the implication in this pamphlet was that 
the Director was criticising the Federal Council of Churches and 
he then inquired if this Federal Council was a Communist or o 
Communist-front organisation * By letter of February 3, 1951, the 
Director advised ] \ that his statement as set forth in the 

pamphlet "How Rea, Is the Federal Council of Churches" was taken 
out of context from his remarks before the HCUA . The Director 
added also that at no time had he ever made any statements 
criticising the Federal Council of Churches. It is apparent that 
| f made this letter available to the Federal Council of 

Churches who in turn utilised it in their pamphlet "Plain Facts*" 

/ 

Kaub previously wrote the Bureau on 3-1-52 regarding 
Dr* Ralph V* Sockman, Kaub said Sockman alleged to have a letter 
from the Director absolving him (Sockman) from any Communist taint* 
Kaub said his group (American Council of Christiam Laymen) had 
information indicating Sockman was affiliated with some Communist- 
front groups. On 3-11-52, the Director advised Kaub that 
Dr. Sockman had spoken before the FBI National Academy and he 
would not have invited him to make such an address unless he 
thought Sockman to be a loyal citisen. 



■&0'A 



dvt • cm 

American Council of Christian Laymen 


122 West Washington Avenue 
Madison 1, Wisconsin 


September 15> 1953 

41773 


LIr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau, of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25 * D* C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

• Under date of September 3, 1953* 1 wrote you asking 
for an explanation as to whether or not your statement 

r ■ ■ . • „ Urr—m .9” wn s 'hflkari out of C 


Mr. Tolson. 
Mt. Ladd. 


Mr. Nichols. 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Clegg. 


Mr. Glavin. 
Mr. Harbo- 
Mr. Rosen- 
Mr. Tracy. 


Mr. Gearty. 


Mr. Mohr- 

Mr. Winterrowd. 
Tele. Room 


Mr. Holloman- 

Miss Gandy- 


for* an exDianauion as j--- 

that the^quotation in "How Red...?" was taken out of con¬ 
text means that your .meaning was changed, .and if so, why. _ 

Also, I wrote in explanation of the context in which 
the statement appeared in the copy of your statementwhich 
I have, and asked that if there was any suspicion that my 
copy had been in any way garbled , that you send me 
copy, as you did for I \r 
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I have had no reply to this letter. 


I admit the possibility that you might be out of the 
city or pressed with other matters, but this is an impor¬ 
tant matter, and I have assumed that your secretary could 
have attended to the matter of sending me a .copy of your 
statement. 


May I not hear_from you at early date? 


VPK:je 
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February 4 


farysville, Ohio 


Dear 


Y6ur letter dated• January 88, 1954, haa 


been received 


■ While I xoould like' to be of service, l\ 
must advise, that data in FBI files is confidential > 
and available fojr off icial use only ♦ I would also J ' V 
•like to point'out that the FBI is strictly d •/ act- 
f inding' agency and does not draw conclusions or make 
evaluations a$ to thecharacter and integrity of. any. 
organisation, publication^or s individual, •'* ' 

; ' ;>.* ' * 

‘ * I know you will understand the reason for ; 

these . rules^ and will not infer either that we do of;r 
that-we do 'not- have, the -information you 'requested,- ». 

f If you believe that you have information 

of interest'.to the FBI, please feel free to-;comviuni-* 
cate with the. representatives of our office at £15 . • 
United States Post Off ice and'.Court Bouse Building, ■ 
Cincinnati .1, Ohtof. ;» ... % .-v';. . « 

• •• • '.** 

' • ; : in view of, your-interest, it is :a pleasure\ 
to enclose, material which I thought you' might 
to read*- • . • " ... > • • 

•: • /. '•••■“. • * •• • - ,*■: mu* 

, ... * Sincerely yours# •• . 

i TTWILtltt A . , - ^ Z ()L ml. ■ 


Tolson 


Nichols. 


Bclmonr, 


Glavii 


Harbo. 

Rosen 


t John Edgar Hoover 
10' 


COm-FBI 


ste\ on next page) 




■1 * *• 


- V . * f*■ 
• * •/ 


* •#.***» 


^ . . 
\ % 


«* • * 


•• \ :< 
f 


*jr* 


* *. 


i 
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28 January 1954 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau ofInvestigation 

Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


9^ 


/~i 


I have been reading and liklij^ pro-Araerioan books 
and pamphlets distributed by tho ^Natlonal Counoil _fon„ 
. American Edu cqfefcfaon,.^! Maiden Lane. N. Y. 38, N. Y. and 
those from the ~Amerlcan Council of Christian Laymen . 
122 W. Washington Ave. t Madison 1, Wis-C-Onql n, 


c t 


A friend has asked, "How do you know these 
ooramunist organizations for the specific purpose of 
stirring up trouble?" Please give me your opinion. 

What about tha^hin^G.oa3J.tLon Ii of-.-Eatriotlc. 

Societies. Inc,.^. University Station, Box 3111, Dolumbu s 10, 
Ohio? Is this a reliable source? “ « 


I'm 37, a former teacher and office worker, married 
have two girls and we're Presbyterians. For the last 
year I have studied our church literature carefully 
and thoroughly and am convinced the material is 
communistic. This Sunday School material is "The New 
Life Movement". Our Women's Association material is. 

"Christ Calls Us’,’ "Within These Borders", "Who" and 
"Foreign Missions Study". 


XJ> 


Do you have readers In your department who read 0 
and evaluate such literature returning same with commentary "3 
and reports? Do you have any information I could have 
on how to deteot communistic literature 2 


t* a 


8^ 


£ 


Please let me know if you do have readers, so that 
I may send some of the literature in immediately; 
or do you already have a report on it? You are the 
only reliable authority. 




& 






4 

recorded ■ 

‘ 1 


Lltd I 


i / ^- — j 

- 0 

FEB-2&.1964 

m < 
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28 January 1954 


To Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 


One of our lay"women" and former Sunday School 
teacher complained, but was told by the minister not 
to have "any more such outbursts". I have been 
criticizing the material for three years, because I 
believe in the Lincoln quote "To sin by silence when 
they should protest makes cowards of men". 

My husband is a church elder, his father and 
grandfather helped a great deal to build the church 
and we've been very active in both services given and 
contributions. 

I can not conscientiously go on until I know the 
truth, and until a statement from you is forthcoming 
on this issue, for I feel that the children and good 
American church people are being indoctrinated. 

If this material is subversive, what is the best 
way for "one" individual to go about getting a change? 
Would it be wrong to distribute the before mentioned 
pamphlets to the church session members? Or has this 
thing gone too'far to defeat? 

I will greatly appreciate your authoritative 
answer soon. 



Very truly yours. 





Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

U. S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation r ' I 

Washington 25, D. 0. U >-) ,. ,c > C r: Q C U y, f, ( I 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 0 4- K V Ijfian-,, 

I * ' o 

Thank you for your personal interest and ^ / ^ 

letter of February 4. I 

The material you enclosed is sincerely 7 . ,J ' 
appreciated. 






February 24* 1954 


Bloomington, Indian 


Baa r |_ 1 1 

Tour kind lettsr of February 16, 1954, 
with enclosure, ha$ been received «, . - 

While X would like to be of service A X' 

*fiuat advise that data in FBI files is confidential 
and available for official ub$ only;, X would also 
like to point out that the FBI t& strictly a fact* 
finding agency and does not draw conclusions or 
nake evaluations as to the character and integrity 
of any organisation, publication or individuals c 

• , * ' * . 

X Iznow you will understand the reasons for 3 
these rules and will not infer from my inability to 3- 
be of assistance either that wo do or that we do not - 
have the information you requested* ' Z 

Sincerely yours, - 


'■ John Edgar Hoover I * b 

- • - ; Director r h 

NOTE: The . 3tf stamp enclosed by the correspondent is 

being utilised in reply* She, desired, information con^ 
cerning the American Council of Christian Laymen of T 

122 West Washington Avenue, Madison 1, Wisconsin, and K - 

the Christian Nationalist Cruaade', Post Office Box 
27695, Los Angeles 27, California . Bufile 10<M32 reflects 
that the Bureau ha3 received numerous inquiries concerning 
a pamphlet entitled "Bow Red Is the Federal Council of 
Ghurchesp" i33ued by the American Council of Christian 
Laymen, Madison, Wisconsin, as well as the Federal Council 
of Churches. An investigation confined to contacts, with 

(see rest of note on next page) /t 
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February 24, 


1954 


informants was conducted by the New York Office in 1950; 
however, no data was developed indicating any Communist 
or subversive activities on the part of this organisation 
It is to be noted that the Ch ristian Nationalist Crusade, 
| \ is the subject of an 

Internal Security Y investigation . This organi sation 
has been in the past for sedition and more 

recently, under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act, 

In 1949, the Department requested information concerning 
this organisation in order to refer the material to the 
Post' Office Department as a possible matter involving 
illegal use of the mails ■ (62-43818-1134) 












ytheville, Arkansas 


enclosures have been received* The motives prompting 
your pommunication are indeed appreciated* .< 

s • ' . - * - f' 

While 2 would. like ta be of assistance itt \ 
connection with your inquiry y I must advise that in 
accordance with a Departmental regulation data contained 
in the files of this Bureau is maintained .as confidential 
and available, for official use only* 2 am sure you will ' 

understand the necessity far this regulation and no 
inference will be drawn because, of my inability to be 
of assistance that we dQ or do not have in our files 
the information you hav# requested* • 

: ' J . .. •• ;• • Sincerely yours '. . .. • 


John Bdgar Bo aver 
* Birector 


• : Bureau 'indices negative regarding .correspondent;* 

Correspondent’ f orwarded material i 3sued' by. c 
ihe ^Ame ri can Coun c’i 1, of Christi an Xo imen ’a iiac hi nq -.the 
Federaf ~Cou n.c i 1 of Chur ches "{FCQJ . ‘Bu^i’les reflect • 

there 'has been a running feud between these two groups 
and-the Bureau has received, numerous inquiries regarding 
ythe matter* ' The Bureau has. not ‘itfve&bigated>FCC* v 


Zt'S^tPh 

Gl»viii_L-p . 


llolionarf. 



6. b. fergUson, mgr. 


E. C. ROBINSON LUMBER COMPANY 

> Friendly Building Service 


Asbestos-Cement Siding 

FIREPROOF—DURABLE, REDUCES UP-KEEP COST 


Washington, D. C 


While vis it in. 


_ in Richmond, Va, last January!_J, 

______of the University of Richmond received the enclosed 

envelope from American Council of Christian Laymen, 122 W. Washington Ave 
Madison 1, Wia. i/W . 


While it purports to he fighting Communism to me it has the earmarks of an 
underground organization designed to foster disagreement and discontent among 
good Americans. 


If you have any information about this organization I would appreciate he 
ing from you. I 


^TTA-CiUi^ 



American Council of Christian Laymen haa dared to 

The Federal Council of Churches 
and all the hierarchies In control ot 
the Council's affillatod Churches. 
Having merged with a dozen other Ihter-demoninationnl agencies, tighten¬ 
ing its control over them, FCC now oporates under the name National 
Council of the Churches of Christ In U. S. A. 


CHALLENGE 


How Red Is the Federal council of Churches wss the first challenge; Its 
six pages noma Communist-Front affiliations of Foderal Council leaders 
and pro-Communlst statements ot these leaders and the Council. Revised 
edition, 2 copies, 25 cents; 10 copies, $1.00; $7.50 per 100; $60 per 1,000. 

The Federal Council or Churches Takes Its Stand With Enemies of 
America Is a 16 page pamphlet, supplement to "How Red ... 7" Cites 
additional evidence of pro-Communlst position of the Federal Council 
from official publications of that Council. Two copies, 26 cents; 10 copies. 
$1.00; $7.60 per 100; $60 per 1.000. 

Let Us Protestants Awake! 64-page book by (the late) Reuben II. Mark¬ 
ham. American Board missionary who turned to journalism and became 
Internationally recognised expert on Balkan affairs. He wrote this book 
in 1B48, after being expelled from Rumania, as a contribution to Christian 
Americanism — a plea to Protestants to strlvo mightily to preserve 
American Freedom. 50 cents per copy; 5 copies, $2.00; $36.00 per 100: 
$300.00 per 1.000. 


American Council of Christian Laymen 

Madison 1, Wisconsin 

I want to know more about Communistic trends of the Churches, 
and help others to know about them. Please apply my remittance os 
follows: 

_Copies of How Red Is the Federal Council? _ 

_Copies of FCC Xake9 Its Stand .. ... 

_Copies of Let Us Protestants Awakol .. .. __ 

Contribution to promotional work of ACCL .. .. .. _ 

Membership fees: Active ($S to $25) _ 

Contributor ($30 to $100) _ 

Donor ($200 to $500) _ 

Benefactor ($1X00 and above) _ 

Total Remittance _ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City _Zone_State_ 

(Clergymen may enroll as associate members of any group) 


All Shipping Charges Prepaid on All Publications 
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THE PUBLISHERS ANNOUNCE 




COMMUNIST-SOCIALIST 
PROPAGANDA IN 
AMERICAN SCHOOLS 


• »* 


By 


/ 


VERNE P(AUL) KAUB 



192 Pages Cloth Binding $ 2.50 

NE OF the sharpest of the sharp controversies in 
America^ today concerns what is going on in the 
public schools. 

Charges and counter-charges are heard on the 
radio, from platform and pulpit, in colleges and 
seminaries,' even in the halls of Congress. 

. * News stories, articles and editorials describing this contro¬ 
versy, usually in one-sided fashion, first appeared in professional 
journals and crusading publications, usually small both in size and 
. circulation. In recent years magazines of national circulation 
have joined the hue and cry, usually in defense of harrassed peda¬ 
gogues, although American Legion Magazine and perhaps a few 
others have voiced opposition to present-day policies. 

. In the over-all situation, whatever is wrong, if anything, aijd 
whatever is right in public school instruction must be, in large 
measure, result of influence of the principal policy-making body 
of the teaching profession, which is National Education Associ¬ 
ation, 

I i 

* Communist-Socialist Propaganda in American Schools is a 
case study of official publications of NEA and its subsidiary com¬ 
missions, committees, departments and divisions with view to dis¬ 
closure of the character of instruction which NEA recommends 
to the teachers of America. 

. The book makes amazing, yes, appalling disclosures about 
NEA's pattern of teaching for American youth. 



















ORDER FORM 

Gentlemen : ' Date- 

Please send me -copies of Communist-Socialist 

Propaganda in American Schools by Verne Paul Kaub. I 
send herewith $2.50 per copy as payment. 

Signed--- 

Address-- 


Order from: 


AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN LAYMEN 
122 West Washington Ave., Room 314, 
MADISON 1, WISCONSIN 



So-called progressive education, endorsed without reserva¬ 
tion of any kind by NEA, is jbased on un-American and anti- 
America n atheistic philosophies. Progressive education is not 
in truth progressive, .but worse than reactionary, actually sub¬ 
versive—so declares’the authdr after presenting the evidence 

found in official NEA publications. 

» 

Progressive education means the “training” of young Ameri¬ 
cans to understand that they must not be subject to discipline, 
must never need to learn to obey. 

Progressive education mean's that youth must not be subject 
to possible frustrations through engaging in scholastic or other 
competition. 

Progressive education means instruction of youth by teachers 
who believe that satisfaction of human desires is the chief aim 
of life, and that in the search for this satisfaction, people should 
not be deterred by any of the ahcient taboos which are part and 
parcel of religious beliefs. 

Fantastic? It is all spelled out in the official writings of 
NEA policy makers. 

“Education,” as it is understood by the men and women in 
control of NCC policies and policy making, means instruction of 
American youth that: i 

Founders of the American republic did not in fact estab¬ 
lish a republic but founded a democracy; 

The founders were members of a relentless autocracy 
which wrote a constitution with the express purpose of en¬ 
slaving the “common people”; 

A class struggle exists in America, and citizens actually 
will not be free until the “working class” is able to overthrow 
the aristocracy now in control and set up an “industrial 
democracy”; 

•Glimmerings of real frejedom for mankind can be seen 
plainly enough if America will but look toward the Russian 
Soviets and observe what has been accomplished there. 

Grotesque? Yes, tragically so. But the sentiments expressed 
in the four paragraphs above will be found in quotations from 
official NEA writings which are,published in this book. 

To NEA policy makers the! public schools of America are 
not merely a place where the next generation can be indoctrinated 


Milwaukee Journal as field editorial representative for eighteen 
.months. Fpr eleven years he ^ was on the editorial* staff of the 
Fond du Lac (Wis.) Commonwealth Reporter, and spent the 
last fourteen years of his active business life with the Wisconsin 
Power and Light Company in personnel and public relations work. 


Soon after his retirement in 1949, Mr. Kaub took a leading 
part in organization of American Council of Christian Laymen, 
which he serves as president. Also he is vice-president in charge 
of research for National Council for American Education, and 
represented that Council in a'- symposium, “The Textbook in 
America,” in Saturday Review for April 19, 1952. 


VThe author’s first book, Collectivism Challenges Christianity , 


Light and Life Press, 1946, was hailed as “the most widely re¬ 
viewed book of the decade,” and he is author of many widely 
circulated pamphlets. Among- his more recent pamphlets are 
The Yale Whitewash, Satan Goes to School, and Follies, Falla¬ 
cies and Falsehoods of TV A. * 


While Mr. Kaub claims no.particular qualifications as critic 
of educational policies other than his editorial experience, he has 
had rather unusual opportunities to know about schools. During 
all his grade and high school years, his mother was a teacher in 
public schools and he taught one term in a rural one-room school. 
One of his principal assignments during his service with The 
Milwaukee Journal was to keep in close touch with schools and 
teacher training colleges, and while at Fond.du Lac he was in 
daily contact with a training school for rural teachers. 

• *■ . j 

i 

Communist-Socialist Propaganda in American Schools 
is a fine cloth-bound book of t92 pages. The price is $2.50 
postpaid. 

MEADOR PUBLISHING COMPANY . . 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 

* •» 

* i. « 


\ • 




with the Communist-Socialist ideology; rather, they-are conven¬ 
ient tools fot use in actually bringing about the collectivist state. 

envisioned by the pedagogical dreamers. 

». • ■ 

Revelations in this book will shock the men and women who 
send their children to public schools and pay taxes to meet the 
* cost of subversive teaching to which all too many public school 
pupils are subjected. 

In his closing paragraphs the author expresses the hope that 
his book will do something toward awakening the rank and file' 
of American teachers to the real meaning of the things which 
the policy makers of NEA are asking them to introduce into 
school curricula. 


CHAPTER’TITLES 

Following the Communist-Socialist "line” 

Using Communist-Socialist Techniques *• 

Broadening Propaganda Field 
“Building America** • 

: 

Progressive Education “Exposes” Propaganda 
Preoccupation with Democracy 
Fostering Materialistic Educational Policies 
Promoting International Collectivism 
John Dewey s Philosophy “In a Nutshell” 

IVheels within Wheels, and An Over-All View of NEA ' 

I 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR * 

* * * 

\ Verne Paul Kaub was born in 1884 in Harrison, Michigan, 
and attended graded schools in that city and Rensselaer, Indiana, 
where he graduated from high school in 1902. He was a mem¬ 
ber of the Class of 1907 of the University of Wisconsin for two 
years. 

As a young man Mr. Kaub worked as a surveyor, salesman, 
machine shop worker and newspaper reporter. Except for three 
years in magazine circulation promption, he was continuously in 
editorial work from 1913 to 1935. 'He was editor of the Water- 
town (Wis.) Daily Times during World War I, and served Th$ 



DR. JONE8 * 

WAHATMA GANDHI 

Gandhi's life and death were all a t 
a piece: he lived'a martyr, and ho died 
a martyr. He died on the altar of "all/* 
and he will be remembered by all u 
long as there is an India and a human¬ 
ity .. . There was another pair of 
opposites that came to a living blend in 
the Mahatma: he was a Hindu who was 
deeply Christian. He was fundamentally 
a Hindu. The roots of his spiritual iiio 
were not in Christ; they were In the 
Bhagava-Gita. And yet in spite of hla 
constant protests against tho Christian 
faith os represented In the missionary 
movement In Indio, he was more Christ* 
Ionized than most Christians. . . . And 
so ono of the most Christlike men in 
history was not called a Christian at all. 
And the man who fought Christian civ* 
illzatlon, so-called, furthered the real 
thing. God uses many instruments, and 
he used Mahatma Gandhi to help Christ- 
ized unchristian Christianity. ... I don't 
care what lie says about it; by hla life 
ami death, he points us to Him. 

— Mahatma Gandhi 

A FEW RANDOM QUOTES: 

On advice to High School students: 

"If you oro a member of the Jewish faith, I would suggest that you go home 
and talk to your rabbi and say to him, 'I'm committed. I see what I must do: I'm 
eolng to give- myself to God and the Temple.' If you have n Roman Catholic heri¬ 
tage, go homo and say to your priest. Tm committed. I'm going to give myself to 
God end to Uto Church ..." 

P ISO The Christ of the American Hoad 


Scriptural 

Refutations 

Of Teachings Of 

\ 

E. Stanley Jones 


he l hat buheveth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and ho that bdleveth 
not the San shuli not see life; but the 
wrath or God nbidolh on him. 

—-John 3:30 


Methodist Missionary and Proacber for the 
National Council of Churches. 


... doth fundamentalism and modernism belong to the Kingdom, 'like a house¬ 
holder who produces what is new (modernism) and what is old (fundamentalism) 
from his stores;' , . . both emphases are necessary." 

p 220 The Christ of the American Road 

\ 

On Graven Images: 

’‘A* I walked up the aisle of the Cathedral in Copenhagen to see the w.onderful 
statue, Thorwoldsen'a 'Christ,* I was almost overcome with awe as I saw the Figure 
with the soft light upon it dominating the whole cathedral. But as I walked along 
n Danish friend whispered: 'You will not bo able to se« HU face unless you kneel 
at His feel*. It was true, for He was standing with outstretched arms looking ot 
those nt His feet. So I knelt at His feet and lo, Hla face was looking Into mine." 

p 47 Victorious Living 


Price of this leaflet 2 cent# each 
in any quantity 


All references cited fr&m King James Version. 
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"I and. my Fathor arc one." 

—John 10:30 

"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day: and ho mw It. and wa« glad. 
Then sold the Jew* unto him. Thou 
nrt not yet fitly yours old, and hast thou 
seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them. 


DR. JONES 

FATHER 

"Even the morally advanced Hebrews 
depleted God In ways which now make 
see the Christian conscience question. A 
lad. mother, explaining to her little girl 
hou about the murder of the Amaleklles at 
hou the command of God said that Revela- 
em, lion was progressive, culminating In 


Verity, verily, | say unto you, Before Christ, who Utught us to lovo our en- 
Abraham was, I am," cmlcs, To this Jhe. little girl replied, 


(Cl Ex. 3:14) 

—John 8:36-58 

See Also: 

Rev. 10:11-14 
Mai. 3:8 
I Tim. 2:6 

As soon then ns Ho (Jesus) had said 
unto them, 1 AM, they 'Judas and sold¬ 
iers) went backward, and fell to the 
ground. 

—Johii 18:0 


cmlcs. To this ihe. little girl replied, 
Now I see; this back here was before 
' God was a Christian-’ She had some- 
thing!" 

—p. 18 Christ of tho American Road 
Hit method of omnipotence was the 
cross. Henceforth they (disciples) could 
no longer call the Divine by the nemo 
iid of •’Jehovah" and "the Lord God of 
Id- Hosts," for these names seemed to ro- 
ho call too much of the physical and mil¬ 
itary force associated with him In the 
old days. 

—p. 102 Christ of Every Road 

SON 


And no man hath ascended up to 
hvayen. but ho that came down from 


Tho meeting place of thfs upward 
movement (man’s search after God) and 


heaven, even the Son at Man which U this downward movement (Cod’, search 
in heaven. otter man) Is Christ. He Is man aseend- 

_John 3*13 In, and God descending—tho Son ot 

men. tho Son of God. Since ho Is the 
Jesus salth unto him. 1 «m tho way. mooting place of the two sides of ro- 
tho truth, and the life: no man cornoth llgion, He bQCom« its definition. To one 
unto the Father, but by me. hundred and fifty definitions wo odd 

-John 14:8 ®<>™ : Christ 

—p. 18 Abundant Living 

For In Him (Jesus) dwelleth all the Wo could therefore rejoice In flnd- 
tulneas of the Godhead bodily. Ing troth anywhere, knowing that It 

—Col. 2:0 was God-lmpUnlad and would bo God- 

S to Also: fulfilled In Christ Wc know that Jesus 

—John 14:5-11 was not tho enemy of truth, found aay- 

—Rom. 3:10-12 where, but would lovingly gather it up 

—Acts 4:11, 12 in himself and fulfill it. 

—I Cor. 8:6, 0 —p 53 Mahatma Gandhi 


HOLY SPIRIT 


How much more shall tho blood of 
Christ (Son), who through the eternal 
Spirit (Spirit) offered himself without 


The Spirit of God bad become so 
blended with the person of Christ that 
there is practically no difference for 


spot lo God (Father), purge your con- Paul between the Indwelling Spirit and 


science from dead work* to serve tho 
living God? 

—Hob. 9:14 


the Indwelling Christ and ho can Indeed 
speak of the Lord the Spirit. Thus a 
doctrine of the Trinity grew up. not 


NOTE: Observe how the Father, Son out of formal thought, but out of the 
ond Holy Spirit are shown to exist as realities of experience, 

the Triune God by this Scripture and —p, 55 The Christ of Every Road 

Matt 3:18. 17. 

NOTE: (1) By employing such phrases as "practically no difference." "realitlea of 
exportanoe," Jones exalts human experience to the place of ABSOLUTE. Tho Word 
of God, for Jone9, stands or falls os it agrees or disagrees With human experience. 

(2) "Hod becomo" and “grew up" indicate that, for Mr. Jones, the Word of God had 
Its origin in the mind of man. 

(3) "Not out of formal thought, but out of tho realities of experience” la a state¬ 
ment suggesting that these are tho only two alternatives by which men received 
the Word of God, thoreby tacitly denying the plenary verbal Inspiration of the 
Scriptures as taught In II Pet 1:21, and n Tim. 3:10. 


THE BIBLE 

RESURRECTION, 

Marvel not at this; for the hour b 
coming, in the which nil that aro In tho 
graves shall hour Hb voice, and shall 
come forth; they that havo done good, 
unto the resmroctlon of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrec¬ 
tion of damnation, 

—John 5:26, 29. 

If Paul had been raised in resurrection 
and was In heaven, he didn't know 1L. 
Sec II Cor. 5:1-8. 

KINGDOM 

For I determined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified. 

—I Cor. 2:2 

Jesus answered. My kingdom Is not of 
this world: If my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight, 
that I should not bo delivered to the 
Jews: but now Is my kingdom not from 
hence. 4 

-John 18:36 

When Jesus therefore perceived that 
they would come and take Him by force, 
to make Him a king, he departed again 
Into a mountain Himself alone. 

—John 8:10 

See Also: 

—John 3:4 
—John 3:5 


The visions of the prophets (opposite 
column) are degraded by Jones to the 
lovo! of human ideological dreaming, 
fantasies of deceived deceivers. Their 
hope of the coming Messiah is scorned 
In deliberate rejection ol Jesus' answer 
to John tho Daptitfs quecry “Art thou 
He. or do we look for another?" (See 
Matt 11:4-5 and John 1:11)—He come 
unto His own and His own received 
Him not. 


DR. JONES 

heaven. HELL 

H Is ofton said thot only those ele¬ 
ments In Christianity which are express¬ 
ible In ond through human experience 
are likely to Influence’ an age which 
openly revolts against dogma. True, but 
thoro is little In the New Testoment 
thot these Chrlstlom (disciples) were 
not finding in experience. God? They 
knew him! Miracles? They themselves 
were miracles! Resurrection? They had 
gone through lb Ileaven? They were 
living In Itl . . . 

p. 14 The Christ of Every Rood 
OF GOD 

To preach Ihe Person without the 
Kingdom makes religion degenerate Into 
a private affair between you and your 
personal Saviour. 

p. 41 The Christ of the American Road 

. . . Then two great powers will be 
left: America embodying individualism 
and Russia embodying collectivism. 
America represents individualism at Its 
best, and Russia collectivism at Its best. 
Two great systems face each other. In 
mortal combat as to whieh will master 
the world? Yes, unless they both decide 
to change and mako a new man out 
of both parties. ... In thot reconcilia¬ 
tion on a higher level each will con¬ 
tribute something lo the other. For each 
by itself is incomplete. A combination 
of individualism and collectivism will 
give us what wo need. We will probably 
give to Russia tha first commandment; 
"Thou shall love the Lord thy God," 
and they will give to us the second, 
“Thou shalt lova thy neighbor as thy¬ 
self." 

p. 130 The Christ of the American Road 

So men have dreamed and planned 
for a new order. Plato with his Repub¬ 
lic: the Hindus with their Satya Yug. the 
Ago of Ttuth; Moore with his Utopia; 
Bellamy "Looking Backward;" H. G. 
Wells dreaming of "The Shape of Things 
to Come;" Mahatma Gandhi with his 
Roma Rajyo, the Kingdom of Rama; the 
Hebrew prophets who looked and leuged 
for the new order when man should 
beat their swords Into plowshare*, when 
righteousness should cover the earth aa 
the waters cover the soa—ALL THESE 
WERE UNDER THE DIVINE DISCON¬ 
TENT AND CALL ... But alas, like 
many unolhar longing for a deliverer, 
their hopes were dashed, for Cortex 
(whom the Axtecs mistook for their de¬ 
liverer) was ropadous rather than re¬ 
demptive. The Hebrew* too believed 
that their Messiah would come and his 
coming would mean their deilvoranca 
and the beginning of a new day. 



August 24, 1954 


f orro Bay, ^California 



•. ' Tour letter of August 16y 1954, with 

.enclosure, has been received , 



While 1 would like to be of a ervioe, 
data in FBI files is confidential and available 
for official use only * J thought you night like 
to kn.dw also that this Bureau is strictly a fact 
finding agency and does not draw conclusions or 
make evaluations concerning the character or in¬ 
tegrity of any organisation, individual or publi 
cation • *.. ' . ... --- 


./*.* I am sure you will understand the reason 

for.these rule's and will not infer from my inability 
to- be of assistance either that we do or that we do 
not have the information you desire* 

; * • • / *•. -V • u 

.> .. Sincerely 'yours, ' 


* . , John Edgar Hoover Ug 

r i ■ . Direotor ■ V- •• . “' * * *- 

Note: Enclosure was a self-addressed , ' stamped envelope which 
,is being used in reply . " . • 

I .The American Council of Christian Laymen is re- : 

<sponsible for the brochure "How Red i3 the Federal Council of 
Churches n which quoted from the Director's testimony before 
the House ■■Coiamittee r o,n Un-American Activities' in. 1947 stating 
that th.e. Director; had fears "so long as the Communists are 
able' ■ to J iend'.'mini'ste rs of the gospel to promote their, evil work.' 
This quotation was rtsed out of context -to infer that .certain 
individuals, affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches. 

,were subversive',' and much controversey among Christian laymen 
has resulted from this publication . Verne P. Kaub, President 
of the ^American Council of ( Qhri stian Laymen has written 

f&fte rs to the Di recto r ire-iffy} ve to the use of the above 
qUotatTon by his- group • (-94-1-14921; 94-37868-37 and sTi$l) 

es-ioo-£S2}"&-J ■ ■ ' <rrfesi-£sjj&sH . ‘ \VO 


Tolsoa_!| 

Boardman. 

Nichols_ 

BcImont_ 

Glavin_ 

Harbo-I_ 


Rosen. 


Wimerrowd_ 
Tele, Room \ 
Holloman—i 
Miss Gandy. 




Morro Bay, Calif. 
^.16-* 54 



Mr* j3l, Ed^ar Hoover, 

Washington,D. 0. 

Dear* Sirt 

» 

With, so many subversive agencies at work in our country, one hardly knows 
where to go for reliable information, so that is why I am writing to you# 1 
Is it permissible for the people at large to know who is who and what is 
what, concerning subversive individuals or organizations? It seems to me 
that if people are informed , there would not be so many falling in to the 
snares of these "off color" Americans and others who would ruin our country* 
O Could you give me information concerning feme P* Kaub and his organization, 
AMERICAN CO UHOPL-OE-OHRiaTIAirilAYMEH. 112 W. Washington Ave* Madison, Wiscon¬ 
sin. "And please tell me how to* oheck for reliable information on people 
and organizations* 

I am a Sunday school teacher and spend much time teaching $he Sible whioh 
I believe is the basic need of our nation but I am, occasionally confronted 
with the above questions and would like to be better informed* I will 
appreciate your help« 

Yours truly. 



RECORDED-68 



EX-125 






August 10, 1956 


AIRMAIL 


Wilder, Idaho 


Your letter dated August 3, 1956, with enclosure, 
has been received, and while I would like to be of service, I must 
advise that information in the files of the FBI is confidential and 
may not be disseminated outside this Bureau for other than 
official purposes. 

Since this Bureau is strictly a fact-gathering 
agency, we are not empowered to make evaluations or draw con¬ 
clusions concerning the character or reliability of any individual, 
organization or publication. 

r • 

You will, I am sure, understand the necessity for 
these rules and will not infer either that we do or do not have 
information concerning the subject of your inquiry. 

i 

Sincerely yours, j 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect that in March, 1955, correspondent was 
advised of the confidential nature of FBI files when she requested / 
information concerning one l j The^ American Counc il 

of Christia TtLaymen is responsible for the brochure^jfJfiWw Red is the" 
Federal Council ^Churches, " which quoted from^fcheDirecfor T s - 
testimony before life HCUA in .1947 stating that the Director had fears 
"so long/as C^ritfyinists are able to send ministers of th^Qospel to pr< 
Anote theiv evil wj>rk.” This quotation was used out of context'to infer 
-that certain individuals affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches 

and much controversy among Christian laymen has j 
resuirelili^-J* $iiis publication. Correspondent enclosed stamped, sell 
JRH:mc*iJ - - /addressed envelope which is being utilized in reply. ( 
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CENTRAL RESEARCH 


ACTION DESIRED 


1_I Acknowledge 

I_1 As sign .Reassign 

1 I Bring tile 

I I Call me 

I I Correct 

1 [ Deadline. 

I-1 Deadline passed 

i Dolinauent 

- Expedite 

HU File 

■ ■ Initial & return 

Leads need attention 
j Open Case 

-1 Return with explanation or notation as to action talcea 


I I Prepare lead cards 

I I Prepare tickler 

I_I Recharge serials 

1 i Return assignment card 

I —I Return file 
I 1 Return serials 

i — j Search and return 
{ See me 

I-(Send Serials . 


CTyr.aV-HENNRIGH 

Philadelphia 


Office 
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Indicate if summary (s) or full translation (f) is desired by placing 
symbol and your initials next to article in Table of Contents. Pub¬ 
lication File material may be marked for very limited indexing only. 
Extensive indexing of this material, or any indexing of Bureau Library 
data should be handled by extracting the information in memo form, 
byJiaving a Photostat madq for the case 'file. > by 
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Leadership Types 
Groups’ Character 

"How Red is the Federal-Na¬ 
tional Council of Churches?” is 
a six-page brochure printed in 
two colors and hearing the im- . 
print of American Council of 
Christian Laymen. 

This brochure, lisjs jlfl,Cornn»n- 
nist-front, Socialist and ultra- 
pacifist organizations, all de¬ 
voted to propaganda or activi¬ 
ties aimed at destruction of hu¬ 
man liberty, all anti-Christian in 
their teachings and practices. 

Also named are 48 leaders and 
prominent members of FCC at 
the time of first publication of 
the-brochure, October, 1949. The 
affiliations of these 48 men with 
the 46 listed organizations are 
indicated by numbers after their 
names as listed alphabetically in 
the brochure. 

In the more than seven years 
since this brochure was first pub¬ 
lished it has gone through scores 
of printings and has been dis¬ 
tributed in thousands of commu¬ 
nities in every state in the Union 
and in many foreign countries. 

Brochure Packs Punch 

Impact of this brochure has 
been tremendous. Admittedly it 
has been a principal factor in 
keeping FCC-NCC on the defen¬ 
sive for seven years. ACCL was 
only three months old when FCC 
sent to press and began wide 
^.distribution of an elaborate nam- 
pi.Ict- aimed at discrediting 
ACCL and John T. Flynn, whose 
book, The Road Ahead, with one 
chapter devoted to the pro-Com¬ 
munist activities of FCC, had 
been published only a few 
months before “How Red ... ?" 
first was circulated. 

About three years later, an¬ 
other elaborate pamphlet was 
published and broadcast by NCC, 
and this pamphlet was devoted 
entirely to smears of ACCL and 
its officers. 

Why "How Red ... ?” had such 
devastating effect Is not hard to 
understand. It was clear to every 
reader that leadership of FCC- 
NCC is shot through with pro- 
Communism, 

Only one conclusion is pos¬ 
sible: if the leadership of an or- 

§ animation has been infiltrated 
y Communism, the organiza¬ 
tion must be subject to Com¬ 
munist influences because the 


Communism 

and Socialism: 

\ 

Marxian Twins 


by 

Verne P. Kaub 


Karl Marx wrote the Communist Manifesto in 1848 for 

S i dance of Communists of the entire world. He argued 
at Communists are the true, or scientific Socialists, and 
advised violent, revolutionary programs as the only practical 
way to bring about the principal Communist-Socialist ob¬ 
jective, which is state ownership of all business and industry, 
including the farms. 

Followers of Marx, operating in die 20th century, do not 
reject any of their idol’s doctrines, but they have added 
indirect methods nnd procedures. Marxists now argue that 
if, when the day of revolution comes, the state owns or 
controls important sections of‘the economy, final destruction 
of the free enterprise system will ha just that much easier. 

Capture of the key industry of the nation, electric service, 
was set as the first goal of "Socialism in our time.” Beal 
progress is being made. In 1934 only 7 A4 per cent of die 
electric generating capacity of the nation was state-owned. 
In 1954, only 20 years Inter, 23 per cent of the nation’s 
electric generating facilities were owned by municipalities, 
states and the federal government. 


American Council of Christian Laymen 
Madison 1, Wisconsin 
Price Schedule on Back Cover Page 


v Reproduced above is the cover page of a pamphlet pub¬ 
lished JQec. I, 1956. Foreword of the pamphlet and another 
reproduction mentioned therein appear in tlio center columns of 
Pages 2 and 3 of this issue of ‘‘Challenge.” 


character of any group is de¬ 
termined by the character of its 
leadership. 

"Birds of a feather flock to¬ 
gether.” Hence, exposure of the 
Communist-front affiliations of 
the leadership of FCC-NCC was 
one of the best ways to disclose 
e _ 


to the public the true nature of 
that organization. 

Men also disclose their sym¬ 
pathies and opinions in their 
writings and public utterances, 
though often, in the case of 
Communist sympathizers in par- 
(Continued on page 2, column 3) 

■ *0 


Niebuhr, Bennett 
As Socialist Leaders 

Snugly berthed as professors 
at Union Theological Seminary, 
ihotbed of apostate and pro- 
Communist teaching, are two 
self-designated Socialists, Rein¬ 
hold Niebuhr and John C. Ben¬ 
nett,?. From this yjwtaga noint- 
they spread poisonous totalitar¬ 
ian doctrines throughout Chris¬ 
tendom. 

Thousands of seminarians, 
both undergraduate students on 
their way to ordination as min¬ 
isters, and graduates of this and 
other seminaries attending Un- * 
ion to gain advanced degrees, 
have come under the influence of 
these successors of Harry F. 
Ward. i 

These men make many public 
appearances aB speakers and * 
participants in conferences ot ' 
one kind and another; their writ¬ 
ings are accepted eagerly by edi¬ 
tors of many types of publico- * 
tions; Niebuhr i« editor and ’ 
Bennett chairman of the execu¬ 
tive council of Christianity a/nd k 
Society, official organ of Chris- i 
tian Action, an interdenomina- i 
tional social gospel organization. J 

Books Betray Sentiments ?j 

Both men are writers of books, J 
and Niebuhr, touted by religious fl 
"liberals” os the greatest of liv- H 
ing American theologians, has y 
books written about him. 

It would be difficult to name 
two men now in the public eye 
who have been more influential 
in the religious field; certainly 
no seminary has such an effec¬ 
tive "team” in operation. Their 
influence always has been lent 
to leftist causes. 

Latest of many books written 
about Niebuhr is a weighty tome > 
just off the presses of the Mac- 1 
millan Company. Twenty schol- 
ars contributed their solemn as- , 
sossments of the Niebuhr vagar¬ 
ies in the volume, Reinhold Nie¬ 
buhr: His Religious, Social and 
Political Thought. 

The subject of all this prying 
and probing contributes a chap¬ 
ter, “Reply to Interpretation 
and Criticism.” Lauding and 
describing this book, Informa- , 
lion Service, weekly letter of Na¬ 
tional Council of Churches, notes 
that the bibliography of the Nie¬ 
buhr writings included in the . 
book requires 25 pages! 

And surely the best news.of 
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all is this: for such ap enormous 
compendium of erudition -the 
publisher requires the purchaser 
to lay on the counter only the 
niggardly pittance of $0.50. 
Don’t crowd, plasol 

The mental processes of Nie¬ 
buhr are difficult to fathom; this 
well may be why he has been 
such a controversial .figure.-Dur¬ 
ing the 1980’s he was one of 
the front runners among those 
who thought the way to advance 
toward the Utopia they call the 
Kingdom of God i3 to cooperate 
freely with the Communists. 

In a chapter he contributed to 
the symposium (book) Chris¬ 
tianity and the Social Revoke- 
' tion, Scribner’s, 1986 Niebuhr 
’ wrote at some length about the 

* "problem” which arises from the 
fact that "social cooperation on 
a large scale requires a meas- 

I ure of coercion." He roached this 
, conclusion: 

i "The recognition of this prob- 
*> lem does not mean that the sub- 

* stitution of Socialism for capi-' 
j talism would not represent a 

1 solid gain for justice. The social 
power which inheres in the own¬ 
ership of the means of produc- 

* tion ia so irresponsible and so 
j irrelevant to the necessities of a 

technical civilization that its de¬ 
struction has become a primary 
prerequisite of social health.” 

Marx as a Theologian! 

1 This is a typical “Christian 
J Socialist” attitude, to realize- 
L that what is sought, never has 
been realized, in all likehood 
, never can be accomplished, but, 
i nevertheless and notwithstand- 
' ing, to demand the taking of ir¬ 
revocable steps to destroy the 
bases of our civilization. 

. Dr. Bennett was a member of 
1 the faculty of Auburn Theologi- 
j cal Seminary when his book, So¬ 
cial Salvation, was published by 
j Scribner’s in 1936. In this book 
I he wrote: 

“We often hear that Karl 

_Marx has a contribution to make 

to theology, for he saw, if in a 
v one-sided way, in the manner 
• of prophets of his race, the na- 
' ture of the process which is 
smashing the capitalistic sys- 
, tem in the interests of its pres¬ 
ent victims, and through them in 
the interests of alL" 

Thus as a sidelight of pre¬ 
senting the social gospel propa¬ 
ganda, the atheist Marx is pre¬ 
sented as ranking with the great 


Foreword 

Outlining the Communist-Socialist urogram in the Communist 
Manifesto written in 1848, Karl Marx named ten measures 
which should be undertaken after "the first step in the 
revolution by the working class (which) is to raise the proletar¬ 
iat (workers) to the position of ruling class to establish 
democracy." 

Below are five of the Marx-proposed measures in which 
most progress has been mode by indirect methods adopted 
by Communists and Socialists who are unwilling to wait for 
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat: 

1. Abolition of property in land... 

£. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax. 

S. Abolition of all rights of inheritance. 

0. Centralization of the means of communication and 
transport in the hands of Ike state. 

7. Extension of factories and instruments of produe-, 
tion owned by the state ... 

Here is part of the story of the accomplishments of Comi 
munists and Socialists forwarding the five measures named 
above: > 

1. —Over and above the millions of acres of land owned by 
municipalities and the states, the federal government owns 

.753,500,000 acres, which ia. ecmivalent to the land area of all 
the states east or tiro Mississippi River, plus Louisiana and 
Texas. More than half of this total, 407,900,000 acres. Is in the 
United States; 343,800,000 acres are In territories and posses! 
sions and 1,800,000 acres are in foreign lands. (1). * 

2. —Internal-revenue collections for the.U. S. Treasury De. 
partment, more than 70 per cent of which are from income 
taxes, absorb more than 25 per cent of the value of the pro¬ 
duction of oil the manufacturing industries and privately owned 
business and service organizations of the national economy, (2) 
and, on the average, account for at least 50 per cent of the 
prices paid by consumers of goods and users of services. (3). 

3. —So heavy arc inheritance taxes laid upon large fortune^ 
that family-owned industries such as the Fora Company would 
have to be surrendered to the federal government -upon the 


death of tire principal owner except for- the loop-hole pro¬ 
vided by the creation of “charity foundations," which, all too 
often, spend tile savings of industrialists on projects designed 
to destroy the system under which the fortunes were created. 

8—Perhaps Marx really was a prophet, and foresaw develop¬ 
ment of the electric service industry from the electric telegraph, 
an "infant invention'' in his day. Now, eleven decades later, 
electric power turns the wheels of the presses printing news¬ 
papers, books and magazines, with other principal communica. 
tion media, telephones, radio and television, completely de¬ 
pendent upon the electric industry. t 

Percentage figures used on the cover page of this pamphlet 
fail to show the true extent of die growth of government own¬ 
ership of the electric industry. Startling indeed is the fact 
that in only 20 years the percentage of government-owned 
electric generation facilities increased three times, from 7% 
per cent to 23 per cent. (4). But electric production as a 
whole doubled In each of the two decades. 

During virtually the same period, 1932 ^o 1950, federal- 
instfllled generating capacity multiplied 30 times, from 230,000 
kilowatts to 0,920,000 kilowatts, and the annual production 
of diese federally-owned plants multiplied nearly 40 times, 
from 440,000,000 kilowatt-hours to 40,390,000,000 kilowatt- 
hours. (5). 

7.—Accomplishments mentioned above have been more or 
less matters of common knowledge, though few citizens have 
realized their sorious nature. But only recendy has it been 
disclosed, to diose willing to look, that the federal government 
owns thousands of businesses, all engaged in production and 
distribution in competition with citizen-owned projects. 

Operating these business projects, always at a loss, the fed¬ 
eral government annually wastes more billions of dollars than 
it collects in individual income taxesl (8). 

Socialist Dependence upon Marxism 

During the first decades of this century the Socialist Party 
operating in America made littie or no attempt to hide the 
fadt that both its policy and program are Marxian. 

The Party had no publisliing house. Two of its principal 
suppliers of printed materials were Charles H. Kerr and Com¬ 
pany, Chicago, and the Appeal to Reason publishing house, 
Girard, Kansas. Appeal to Reason was a weekly newspaper 
which served as "unofficial organ” of the party. 


Jewish prophets, whose words 
are found in the (Did Testament. 

Briefly, the social gospel move¬ 
ment accepts the Communist 
view -that the-Christian program 
for saving individual souls is 
folly, since people ore no more 
than products of environment. 

Hence, the social gospelers ar¬ 
gue, the proper course for 
churches is to undertake the sal¬ 
vation of society by inauguration 
of the "kingdom of God.” The 
idea is concisely stated in the 
title of the Bennett book, Social 
Salvation. 

Marxian Origin Admitted 

One of Dr. Niebuhr’s more re¬ 
cent books is Christian Realism 
and Political Problems, Scrib¬ 
ners,' 1953: In a chapter titled 
“European Socialism.’’ the au¬ 
thor lauds what he views as ac¬ 
complishments of radical parties 
in Europe, frankly admitting the 
Marxian origin of Socialism. He 
wrote: 

"Marxist dogma is, in short, 
so incompatible with the temper 
and necessities of a free society 
that the question arises why the 
conservatives’ estimate of so¬ 
cialism is not correct; why 
should it not be regarded as a 
potential ally of our foe?” 

His answer, of course, is the 
usual one—“Socialists do it bet¬ 
ter; they surely will operate the 
Utopia democratically, not in a 
totalitarian manner.” Here’s 
how, as Dr. Niebuhr explains it: 

“A healthy democracy never 
gives all the power to the pro¬ 
ponents of any one dogma; it 
Kolds all claims to truth under 
critical review; it balances all 
social forces ... That is why the 
Marxist dogma is robbed of its 
virulence when it is set in the 
context of a democratic culture.” 

Leadership Types... 

(Continued from page 1) 
ticular, the true opinions and 
sympathies are clouded by double 
talk. • 

Eight quotations from writ¬ 
ings or public addresses of FCC-_ 
NCC leaders are in eluded--til 
“How \Jled . . , ?” Quotations 
from other leaders and from of¬ 
ficial statements of FCC-NCC 
are included in the 16-page pam¬ 
phlet, "FCC Takes Its Stand 
with Enemies of America.” 

In this issue of Challenge 
readers will find additional 
documentation of the fact that 
the “social gospel,” not the Gos¬ 
pel of the New Testament, is 
the favorite subject of FCC- 
NCC leaders, largely self-ap¬ 
pointed, and members of self- 
perpetuating "bureaucracies” or 
hierarchies which control the 
policies of FCC-NCC and its af¬ 
filiated denominations. 

It is only natural, then, that 
Challenge offers documented evi¬ 
dence that Communism and So¬ 
cialism are twin ideologies, both 
atheist, both Marxist, both aimed 
at destruction of all human lib¬ 
erty, both neatly wrapped in a 
package labeled “social gospeL” 
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two are particular favorites of 
Socialists when they attempt to 
conceal their true purposes. 

So eager was the Federal 
Council to foster the cooperative 
movement that it created a Com¬ 
mittee on the Church and Co¬ 
operatives, and the Rev. Mr. 
Myers was made executive sec¬ 
retary of the committee. 

Considerable additional mate¬ 
rial concerning the cooperative j 
movement and its relationship to 7 
Communism-Socialism is avaiU 
able in the pamphlet, "FCC 
Takes Its Stand with Enemies 
of America,” published by Amer¬ 
ican Council of Christian Lay¬ 
men as a “companion piece" to 
the brochure, “How Red Is the 
Federal Council of Churches.” 

Revelations in this pamphlet, 
dealing only with the American 
scene, are “tame” as compared 
with the documented materials 
prepared by Austin T. Flett of 
Chicago for presentation to Con¬ 
gressional Committees. 

Communist Links Shown 

Mr. Flett’s documentations 
prove beyond shadow of doubt 
that on the international level 
the cooperative movement is 
dominated completely by Com¬ 
munists, and functions as an am 
or wing of the world-wide drive 
for Communist supremacy and 
world conquest. 

Members and managers of lo¬ 
cal cooperative associations are 
kept in ignorance of these Com¬ 
munist connections, and it is by 
no means clear just what level of 
management marks the dividing 
line between those who are taken 
in by the “mild” socialistic prop¬ 
aganda of such, leaders as Lan¬ 
dis and Myers, and those lead¬ 
ers who are “in the know.” 

Since the chain of affiliation 
from the international to the 
local level is complete with no 
“missing links,” Mr. Flett was 
able to make a most convincing 
showing to the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment and at Congressional Com¬ 
mittee hearings that the coop¬ 
eratives are not entitled to the 
tax exemptions which they re¬ 
ceive. _ ._ 4 

Tax Fraud Needs Airing 

Mr. Flett has in fact filed an 
Informer’s claim for a share of 
the evaded taxes which the de¬ 
partment should be able to re¬ 
cover. (This, of course, is a tacti¬ 
cal move to get the matter for¬ 
mally and legally before the 
Treasury Department officials; 
Mr. Flett has no intention of 
profiting financially from his 
exposure of the fraud.) 

Washington politicos are at 
loss how to handle the extremely 
“hot potato" which Mr. Flett has 
handed them; to date they have 


Landis, Myers Are 
Co-op Advocates 

When the Federal Council of 
Churches revamped its organi¬ 
zational setup 'and began oper¬ 
ating as a division of National 
Council of Churches, Benson Y. 
Landis, who had been associate 
executive secretary. Department 
of Research and Education, and 
secretary of the Committee on 
Town and Country, became sec¬ 
retary of the Department of 
Town and Country and associate 
executive director of the Depart¬ 
ment of Research and Survey. 

Like many others on the staff, 
Landis continued with iftneh the 
same duties under slightly dif¬ 
ferent titles, some of the titles 
indicating advancement in posi¬ 
tion. 

In his work for the FCC Lan¬ 
dis had been closely associated 
with the industrial secretary, 
James Myers. The two. werq co¬ 
authors of a booklet published 
bv FCC under the title Chris¬ 
tianity and Work. (48 pages, 
25c.) One paragraph read: 

“Now this is not merely an 
economic question. It is a pa¬ 
triotic and religious question 
also. A country cannot in the 
long run enjoy political democ¬ 
racy unless it also enjoys eco¬ 
nomic democracy with the mass¬ 
es of people sharing in owner¬ 
ship." (Italics added.) The last 
eight words of the quotation, 
following the words in italics, 
make clear what the writer 
means by "economic democracy." 

Socialist View of Co-ops 

Landis’ specialty has been the 
cooperative movement. He has 
written extensively on this sub¬ 
ject, and it is clear from his 
writings that he is in a high 
echelon of the co-op movement 
and understands and accepts the 
Socialist view that the coopera¬ 
tive movement is a wing of the 
Communist - Socialist drive for 
world domination. 

Most elaborate and detailed 
of Landis' writings is A Coop¬ 
erative Economy, published by 
Harper and Brothers, 1948. The 
first sentence of the Preface of 
this book reads, "The growth of 
democratic economic movements 
in the United States, making in 
broad terms for a cooperative 
economy, is the subject of this 
book.” (Italics added.) The sec¬ 
ond paragraph of the preface 
reads: 

"The popular institutions here 
described are both voluntary and 
governmental. They represent 
associated efforts of free people 
as producers, as consumers, and 
as participants in public coop¬ 
eration or governmental enter¬ 
prises of various Icinds. (Italics 
added.) 

Cooperative economy, coopera¬ 
tive commonwealth, economic de¬ 
mocracy, three of many terms 
used in the cooperative and al¬ 
lied and associated movements, 
are nothing more than fancy 
names for Socialism. The last 


Among the publications of the Kansas printerv was the 
annual Appeal Almanac and Arsenal of Facts. This was the 
handbook of oil party officers, workers and speakers. Ono of 
the principal features was stock answers for questions most 
frequently asked about the party program, and objections most 
often raised. Another was Socialist Definitions.” This writer 
has a copy of the Almanac of 1917. In it, as in many other 
editions, the definitions of The Class Struggle, Materialistic 
Conception of History and Surplus Labor Power are credited 
to Karl Marx. 

The Kerr Company printed the pamphlets which were the 
stock in trade of party workers and soap boxers. One of the 
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Socialist Party and the basic document of the worldwide Com¬ 
munist movement is quite apparent—no blueprint necessary. 


Communist 

Manifesto 


By KARL MARX and 
FREDERICK ENGELS 


CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS CHICAGO 


Reproduced above by photographic process is the 
cover page of a pamphlet printed for the Socialist Party 


played the old political trick of 
stalling. Eventually, it is to be 
hoped, enough pressure can bo 
brouglit upon them to force 
either action or frank refusal 
to act. 

The politicians are certain to 
resist as long as it is humanly 
possible. Certainly they could 
(Turn Page) 
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Landis, Myers Are 
Co-op Advocates 

(Continued from page 3) 

hardly be expected to take steps 
which would offend millions of 
co-op members during an elec¬ 
tion year. A sad thing about this 
is that no date on the calendar 
is more than two years from an¬ 
other national election at which 
House and Senate seats are to 
be filled, and all politicians fear 
that voters’ memories are longer 
than that. 

Myers, now retired, was . a 
prolific writer of FCC-NCC ma¬ 
terials. He was adept at writing 
the annual Labor Day Messages 
and Labor Day prayers which 
are issued annually. In all of his 
writings he allowed his Socialist 
philosophy to “show through.” 
though never using the words 
“Socialist" or “Socialism” when 
describing recommended sonti- 
. merits or activities. 

When writing for other or¬ 
ganizations Myers did not cam¬ 
ouflage. Ho wrote the introduc¬ 
tion to a pamphlet. Why a Chris¬ 
tian Should Be a Socialist, by 
Rosamond Clark. The pamphlet 
was published by the Religious 
Work Committee of the Socialist 
Party. The introduction is dated 
July, 1947. One paragraph 
reads: 

Cleric Is Party Member 

“Personally, I have joined the 
(Socialist Party because I be- 
flieve that its present platform 
tomes nearer than that of any 
other political organization in 
the United States to implement¬ 
ing the ideals of religion fpr 
universal brotherhood, consumer 
cooperation and democracy in 
political, economic and interna- ' 
tional relations." 

Myers and those cooperating 
in this venture see great possi- 
■—bilities in cooperation, and know 
how to operate in that manner. 
FCC “loans” its industrial sec¬ 
retary to the Socialist Party for 
a little hack writing job, and the 
k Party reciprocates by recom- 
i fcp cnding. on the back cover page 
’Ifyers-Olc.'-dc 

some interesting items of read¬ 
ing matter. Three of these are 
named in the following para- 
* graphs: 

Christianity-—and our World, 
sby John C. Bennett, published 
•by Association Press. (The As¬ 
sociation is the YMCA. This is 
‘the same John C. Bennett who 
is associated with Reinhold Nie¬ 
buhr; see story on Page 1). 

The Consumer Cooperative 
Movement, by Harry Laidler and 
Wallace’ Campbell, published by 
“The Cooperative League of the 
USA. .(For many years Laidler 
and Norman Thomas were co¬ 
secretaries of the League for In¬ 
dustrial Democracy, .the educa¬ 
tional ' branch of the Socialist 
Party.) 

. Non-Profit Incentives in Our 
Economic Life, published by The 
Federal Council of Churches. 

“What a tangled web we 
weave ...” 


For Book List Below it’s for 

With every order for these books totaling as much as $7.50 
We include copy of Verne P. Kaub’s Latest book 
Pictured at bottom of this column 
$10.00 Value for Every $7.50 


The Decline of the American Rep 
is the tale of decay, but how to 


by John T. Flynn. Sad 
lid is explained. $3.00 


The Truth About the United Nations. Includes 34 addresses, 9 
symposium reports at Congress bf Freedom ’Frisco meet. $3.00 

The False Christ of Communisnt (and die social gospel). By Ray 
B. White. Powerful answer to Dean of Canterbury’s book. $2.00 

Collectivism Challenges Christianity. Verne P. Kaub traces 
background and aims of Social Gospel movement. Immensel $2 

t Iron Curtain Over America. John Beaty takes reader behind the 
scenes to look at what goes on in war to destroy Freedom. $4 

Servants of Apostasy. Carl Mclntire writes a comprehensive 
analysis of World Council of Churches program. 414 pp. $4.00 

Hollywood Cesspool. Rev. Robert L. Sumner peeps behind the 
scenes at world movie capital. Shocking revelations . $2.50 

Faith and Fact, Alfred P. Haake relates the faith of the Chris¬ 
tian to the world in which he Jives. Masterful . . . $3.00 

Progressive Education Is REDucation. Kitty Jones and Robt. 
Olivier see undereducation of youth as planned strategy. $3.00 

^Education or Indoctrination. Mary L. Allen reaches the answer 
by review of Pasadena incident. A Caxton book . . . $4.00 

Conquest of the American Mind by Felix Wittmer. Infiltration 
in every field of education and communication exposed. $5.00 

Collectivism on the Campus, by E. Merrill Root. A revealing 
subtile: The Battle for the Mind in American Colleges. $5.00 

^Ecclesiastical Octopus. Ernest Gordon's dramatic expose of 
subversion within Federal Council of Churches. Cloth $2.00 

McGuff/s Readers. Primer and Readers one to six. Brand new 
bindings and printings from original plates. Mastery of these 
readers brings an education iD American literature not pos¬ 
sessed by any High School graduate and by few if any college 
graduates of today.Set of 7 books $12.50 

. ,. t , AH Caxton books are "Eligible!’’. v 

This Council is an Authorized Distributor of The Caxton 
Printers, Ltd. The Caxton Libertarian Library includes 27 
titles. The complete set sells for $65—a magnificent gift for a 
public or private libraryl Any or all Caxton books may be in¬ 
cluded in this 4 for 3 offer. 
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A, Thu b a book for Americans lo buy for them- 
f I selves and their friends; to place in the hands 
X of teachers who arc misled by false piophett. 
and school board members who ore hoodwinked 
into puzvhese of poisonous textbooks. Insist that 
this book be properly displayed and cataloged in 
public ai*<l school libraries; write to the newspapers 
about tl.o disclosures in this book, and in aU 
possible, ways, get the truth to tlie^peoplel 
1^8 Pages —Superbly Cloth-Bound 
$2.50 nt'Bookstores 
or postpaid from 

iil&ADOR PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Boston 15, Mass." 
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i Authorized Distributor 
American Council of Christian. Laymen 
122 VV. Washington Avenue, Madison 1, Wisconsin 


UN Flag Did Not 
Fly as Promised* 

Despite numerous published 
statements to the contrary, only 
one flag flew or was/flown in the 
Village of Boar, on United Na¬ 
tions Day. Old Glory flew proud¬ 
ly from'the flagpole at a village 
school, a most suitable place. 

Boaz is a tiny village 70 miles 
west of Madison, Wis. (1960 
population figure, 188.) The vil¬ 
lage president, Frank Harris, 
announced that the UN flag 
would not fly in Boaz on United 
Nations Day. Glenn P. Turner, a 
World Federalist, residing at 
Middleton, near Madison, retort¬ 
ed that he would “invade” the 
village and fly the UN flag. 

One auto made up Turner’s 
“cavalcade.” The only passengers 
were Mr. -a,nd Mrs. Turner and 
one other UN devotee, just 
enough to carry the three flags 
Turner had announced that he 
wosJrJ fly? the UN; Wisconsin and 
United States flags. 

The trio was met at the vil¬ 
lage limits by “Mayor” Harris 
and his supporters, many of 
them from Madison and other 
state cities. They carried ban¬ 
ners which bore pointed jibes and 
jeers at UN and the UN flag. 
The "invading party” was es¬ 
corted to the village square, and 
Turner addressed an audience of 
about 250 villagers and visiters. 
Sharp retorts were made by 
Harris and several Madison 
speakers, but no angry voices 
were raised, no fists were shaken 
and the television cameras cap¬ 
tured images of only serene and 
smiling faces. 

While the village literally 
swarmed with reporters and 
cameramen representing the ma/- 
jor press associations and Wis¬ 
consin and Chicago newspapers, 
not one of these professionals 
took note of the flag proudly 
flying at the schoolhouse. 

Webster’s International Dic¬ 
tionary defines the verb transi¬ 
tive “fly,” as follows: “to cause 
to fly dr float in the air, as a 
bird, a kite, a flair, etc., as the 
SSjfiMvr tne flag of Spain.” Cer¬ 
tainly the flag of Snain was not 
flown by having the cabin boy 
strut 'about-the deck carrying it. 
No, it flew from the top of the 
' mast. 

Glenn Tumor and his two 
associates dislpuyod flags, and a 
tiny UN flag hung limly from a 
four-foot staff pressed into the 
turf on the lawn in front of a lit¬ 
tle white church. (This was an 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. The pastor, C, Harding 
Veigel, the only Boaz resident 
to teke a public stand in opposi¬ 
tion to the Village president, had 
announced that he would ob¬ 
serve UN Day by flying the UN 
flag.) 

But none of these flags actual¬ 
ly flew—only Old Glory was 
flown, and thus did the residents 
of Boaz, and visitors, too, help 
to make good the prediction of 
the Village president that the 
UN flag would not fly in Boaz. 
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You? letter dated May 12* 1958* with enclosure, 


ha$ beep, received* 


While I would like to be .of-service, I must advise 
that this Bureau has not investigated the %nerlcaft Council o f 

Christian Laymen, and I am unable to be of assistance to you*. . 

• * • . * , • 

• 4 ^ . t • • • « • m 

; • • • • * Sincerity yours, 


£.. Edgar Hoover. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


comm-fbi •. 

1 ^ V - •' • 

• 1 * " '** , 

NOTE: Correspondent not identifiable in Bufiles* Stamped self-addressed 
envelope being used for reply. ; The American Council^of Christian- * 
Laymen published a brochure entitled M How3Rediis tjh#*Federal Council of 
Churches,v'which contained a statement by the^irbctor, used out of 
context,to infer that certain individuals affiliatSw* with,the Federal Council! 
of Churches were subversive* Considerable cmitrover^y*-among Christian ’ 
laymen resulted' following the release of th^s publication. ‘ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE 


FROM 


SAC, SAN ANTONIO (100-0) 


COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN LAYMEN 


1. / Letter dated 3/23/59, on letterhead 
/ of American Council of Christian 


American Council of Christian Laymen * s 

pUbd.^'d^orO ^hJ aTre^ 

T958 with headline "Democracy Has No 
Quarrel With Communism!" 


3. Excerptsfrom distinguished Americans re 
the book. Democracy Versus Communism, 


SA JAMES C. KENNEDY of the Austin Res i dent Agency on , b6 
4/16/59. b y I " l. T _ b,c 

_I of the Texas Heritage Foundation, Inc., with 

offices located 612 Capital National Bank Building, Austin 


For the information of the Bureau 
Heritage Foundation, Inc., is a non-profit < 
created to preserve the heritage of Texas. 


L stated that the clipping from 
17 referred to in the letter 


louncil of Christian 


^ with the activity, .of the Texas Heritage /Pop 
Oin placing KENNETH COLEGROVE * s book titled ] 
* C ommunis m in the libraries of the schools o: 

• • • I 

(25-Bureau/ (Enel's. 3) (RM) REG- 74 







_ I stated, as reflected by the excerpts 

from letters of distinguished Americans, that this book 
had been endorsed by Vice President RICHARD NIXON, 
former President of the united States HERBERT HOOVER, 
LEWIS L. STRAUSS, as well as Colonel HAROLD C. L70N, 

Chief of Troop Informatio n Division, Department of the 
Army, I 1 likewise stated that it was 

his "impression" that the book Democracy Versus Communism 
had been commented on favorably by Director JOHN EDGAR 
HOOVER of the FBI. 


in his opinion 


I 1 stated that 

the American C ouncil of Christia n Laymen by their letter 
dated 3/23/59. \ ~~l . were attempting to persuade 

I the Texas Heritage Foundation, Inc.,^ 
to withdraw this b ook from the librar ies of the public 
schools in Texas I I concluded that from 

the expressions of the book, which had been previously 
made by outstanding Americans as well as his own interpre¬ 
tation of the book, he felt that he was "standing on 
solid ground" and that he had ho intention of following 
any suggestions made by the American Council of Christian 
Laymen. •. *'• •* . . . 


'The foregoing copies are being furnished to 
the Bureau for its information• . 




American Council of Christian Laymen 


Madison l, Wisconsin 

March 23, 1959 


Texas Heritage Foundation, Inc 
Capitol National Bank Building 
Austin, Texas 


Vfo were shocked to learn, from a clipping from Austin American of March 17 , 
sent to us by an Austin friend .that the Texas Heritage Foundation, presumably an 
-American patriotic organization, had been taken in by the propagandists who are 
y promoting the poisonous textbook. Democracy Versus Communism ,by Kenneth Colegrove 

Texas is, of course, a big state, but we have assumed that patriotic groups 
in the state were in close enough contact to be able to keep advised of what has 
been going on. It is many months ago that a Houston patriotic group was trapped 
into purchasing copies of this book, and placing them in Houston public schools. 

Shortly thereafter, the error was rectified, in part at least, by tossing 
these books out of the schools. 


Many people have been deceived by the shrewd propagandists who are promoting 
distribution of this book and it seems that in many cases those who are duped were 
to blame because they were a bit too gullible. They accepted the claims made in 
behalf of the book without taking the trouble to read it. 


The day he received my latter of protest, he called me from Chicago wholly 
unbelievingbut I stood firm with my accusations and h e finally decided I might 
have so mething. So, he prom ised to a 3 k| I of The Manion Forum of thi 

Air and I l authnr of | | 

. .£ and abide by their opinion. A few days later he wrol 

rne tnat he had dropped the book from the list of those he was promoting. 

We hope that Texas Heritage Foundation will have the courage to rectify its 
mistake as far as it is possible to do so. 

With all best wishes. 


Verne PVTCaub, President 
American Council' of Christian Laymen 
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Ten Cents 


Text Besmirches 
American Heritage 

For more than two decades 
National Education Association 
and its allies have carried on a 
campaign to indoctrinate public 
school pupils with belief that the 
federal government of the Unit¬ 
ed States, a constitutional re¬ 
public, differs in no important 
regard from the decadent de¬ 
mocracies of Europe. 

Climaxing this ignoble cam¬ 
paign, a group of educationists, 
editors and business men organ¬ 
ized the Institute of Fiscal and 
Economic Education, which pub¬ 
lished a high school textbook. 
Democracy Venus Communism, 
by Kenneth W. Colegrove, pro¬ 
fessor emeritus at Northwestern 
University, and reputedly a sin¬ 
cere conservative. 

Trojan Horse Technique 

For more than two years prior 
to publication of the book, pub¬ 
licity ballyhoo was under way, 
exploiting to the limit the repu¬ 
tations of author and members 
of the Institute. 

So successful was this Tro¬ 
jan horse technique that when 
the book came off the press, 
paens of praise poured out front 
news, editorial and book review 
columns. Only after the first 
rounds of tumultuous acclaim 
had died down was it revealed 
that many of the loudest-voiced 
endorsers of the book had not 
bothered to read it I 

Unabashed by protests from 
critics who have read the book, 
the promoters brazenly press 
forward with artful schemes to 
publicize the volume and secure 
its adoption into school systems. 

In midsummer. *58, it was re¬ 
vealed that prestige of the Arm¬ 
ed Forces of the nation is to be 
exploited; the book's sponsors 
had wangled an arrangement 
under which a million leaflets 
carrying excerpts from the book 
are to be distributed to members 
of the Army, Navy and Marines. 

All this, and much more, is 
done to promote the thesis that 
democracy challenges Commu¬ 
nism. 

Writing on this subject, Dr. 
Bela Hubbard . has shown the 
fallacy of comparing democracy, 
a political system, and Commu¬ 
nism, an economic system. 

(Turn Page) 


Meet George Sylvester Counts 

On any list of foremost educationists, ranked on tho basis of 
prominence and influence, the name of George Sylvester Counts will 
appear in the lop ten. On many lists the nnme will be one of the top five. 

On any list of the intelligentsia of all professions, ranked as to 
their contributions to development of collectivist ideology in America, 
Dr. Counts' name must be in the top fivej on this writer’s list he is No. 1. 

True, John Dewey "fathered” pragmatic (atheistic) philosophy, basis 
of "progressive education,” the all-too-gcneral adoption of which mokos 
it so easy to indoctrinate the youth of the land, but George Counts 
is most daring of Dewey devotees and disdains to conceal his aims. 

As a young man George Counts accumulated several scholastic de¬ 
grees and taught in several colleges and universities, including Chicago 
and Yale. It was not until 1927 that he was chosen to be assistant direc¬ 
tor of International Institute of Columbia University. It was in this 
capacity that ho made three extended tours of Soviet Russia, the last 
iu 1930, the first in time to write one of his earlier books, "A Ford 
Crosses Soviet Russia,” published in 1930. 

It was evident at once that "our hero” was enamored by the Soviet 
system. In 1931, Hbughton Mifflin brought out “New Russia’s Primer.’’ 
The book was presented ns a selection of the Book-of-lhc-Month Club. 
The book was a translation of a Russian text written for pupils 12 
to 14 years of age, by M. llin. The Russian title is “The Story of the 
Groat Plan.” The subject matter is description and laudation of the 
First Five Year Plan ns it had been operating since its launching in 
1928. The translation was by George S. Counts and Nuoia P. Lodgo, 
Research Assistant in International Institute. 

Soviet Planning Given High Praise 

In his preferntory "Word to the American Render,” Dr. Counts 
relates that the book was sent to him “by a Russian friend who was 
nwnre of my interest in both education and social planning.” A principal 
purpose of the book was to explain to young people "the nature of a 
planned economy and to introduce them to the entire subject of social 
planning,” Dr. Counts wrote, adding, “All of this it docs admirably.” 

"The Soviet Union is engaged in a vast program of construction 
which oims to improve the material and spiritual condition of all,” Dr. 
Counts wrote. He complimented tho author upon the manner in which 
he presents the subject matter, but observes that the content is more 
important than the form. The content is viewed as “compelling” by 
the translator, for he wrote in this preface: 

"The American teacher will bo forced to put to himself the ques¬ 
tion: Can we not in some way harness the school to the task of building 
a better, a more just, a more beautiful society?” 

This theme was further deveioued in the 56 pages of a John Day 
pamphlet published in 1932 under the title, “Dare the School Build a 
New Social Order?” In this little book he developed the thesis so popu¬ 
lar with professional educationists that collectivism is inevitable: 

"The fact cannot be overemphasized that the choice is no longer 
between individualism and collectivism. It is rather between two forms 
of collectivism: the one essentially democratic, the other feudal in spirit; 
the one devoted to the interests of tho people, the other to the interests 
of a privileged class." 

On the jacket of his 1957 book, “The Challenge of Soviet Educa¬ 
tion.” Dr. Counts is designated as Professor of Education at Teachers 
College of Columbia University, and the statement that he is "widely 
known for his leadership of tho American Federation of Teachers, tho 
American Civil Liberties Union, and other groups.” In “Who's Who* 
it is stated that he was Director of the College Division of Foundations 
of Education since 1942. 

Under the rule of Tsars, Russian people were restive under the 
system of internal passports. The system was abolished when the Bol- 
heviks came into power, but was re-established under Stalin’s regime. 
Boys and girls get their passports at impressive ceremonies when they 
reach the age of 16, and efforts are being made, ns Dr. Counts relates 
in his latest oook, "to convert the passport iyto n thing of honor, o badge 
of citizenship, n credential of TtTnturity.'JContinued on page 3) 
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Author’s Promises 
Are Not Fulfilled 

Many thousands of troubled 
parents and other citizens de¬ 
voted to American ideals of lib¬ 
erty, breathed sighs of relief 
upon announcement that, at long 
last, a textbook free of lauda¬ 
tions of collectivism would be 
made available for use in public 
schools. 

After more than two years of 
preliminary build-up the book 
was introduced to the public, and 
most particularly to .individuals 
and committees in charge of se¬ 
lecting texts for public high 
schools. The Institute of Fiscal 
and Political Education is the 
publisher; distribution is by D. 
Van Norstrand Company, Inc. 

Announced title of the forth¬ 
coming book. Democracy versus 
Communism, caused some appre¬ 
hension among those libertarians 
who deplore the free use of the. 
word ‘‘democracy’’ as descrip¬ 
tive of our American Republic.. 
In general however, there was 
confidence that with such estim¬ 
able authorship and sponsorship, 
no serious confusion of terms 
could be possible. 

America Called Democracy 

Worst fears of the doubting- 
Thomases were realized, and 
more. Not only does the book 
insist that America’s constitu¬ 
tional Republic actually is a de¬ 
mocracy; our government of 
law, erected upon concepts of hu¬ 
man liberty found only in New 
Testament teachings, is not only 
compared with but actually 
equated with the materialistic, 
decadent democracies of the Old 
W'orld, including those with par¬ 
liamentary systems of govern¬ 
ment. 

Alas, this Is by no means the 
only reason why the book is un¬ 
acceptable to libertarians. Gov¬ 
ernment competition with pri¬ 
vate business is condoned and 
declared not to exist except in 
cases where private enterprise 
could not do the job. Public hous¬ 
ing and other ventures advocat¬ 
ed by proponents of the welfare 
state are declared to be neces¬ 
sary. In short, every objection¬ 
able feature of texts now being 
used is included between the cov¬ 
ers of this imposing but deceit¬ 
ful volume. 

In his address before the 
Queen City Club in Cincinnati, 
(Continued on page 3) 

A- 2 


7 





CHALLENGE 

for 

September, 1958 
Verne P. Knub, Editor 

Challenge is not a periodical; 
it is published ns a newsletter 
to members and affiliate:; of 
American Council of Christian 
Laymen, Madison 1, Wisconsin. 

Price 10 Cents 
12 Copies $1.00 
$5.00 per 100 


(Continued from page 1) 

Dr. Hubbard's book, Political 
arid Economic Structures, Cax- 
ton, 1957, gives the background. 
The book shows, for example, 
that an economic system identi¬ 
cal with that of Soviet Russia, 
governed by an oligarchy, exists 
in Jugoslavia, the government of 
which is an autocracy. 

For purposes of this present 
discussion, the basic fallacy 

S ointed out by Dr. Hubbard will 
e ignored. Professor Colegrove 
will be met on the ground of his 
own choosing with view to show¬ 
ing that, in truth and in fact, 
democracy has no quarrel with 
either the aims or program of 
followers of Karl Marx. 

By dictionary definition and 
word derivation, democracy 
means government, or rule, of 
or by the people. Dictionary defi¬ 
nitions may change as word us¬ 
age varies, but word derivations 
persist. 

Educationist Testifies 


No man in America is in bet¬ 
ter position or better qualified 
to explain the aims of profes¬ 
sional educationists than Dr. 
William F. Russell, president of 
Teachers College of Columbia 
University. At a time when he 
was dean of the School of Edu¬ 
cation of the College, he was 
co-author, with Dr. Thomas H. 
Briggs, of a high school text, 
Tlio Meaning of Democracy. He 
was laudably frank when he 
pointed out in the book that the 
meaning of the word "democ¬ 
racy" is rooted in the Greek 
language. He wrote: 

Democracy is a word formed 
of two words meaning people 
and power; and by extension it 
means ride of all the people. 

“Counting noses" is the only 
feasible method of determining 
the will or wishes of the people. 
It is not conceivable that even 
in a small democracy a unani¬ 
mous vote could be secured in 
any polling. Hence rule of the 
people in a democracy resolves 
itself into rule of the majority, 
and - , “by extension," rule of the 
stronger, which is the jungle 
law. 

Most quoted and most widely 
used slogan of democracy is 
“Vox populi, vox Dei,” (the 
voice of tne people is the voice of 


God) amSBRis, of course, is 
heresy; not even the unanimous 
vote of all people of the earth 
could repeal one of God’s laws. 

Communists long ago approv¬ 
ed the foregoing description of 
democracy. They have seized up¬ 
on the word as descriptive of 
their «ims and purposes and lay 
claim to being the only true, 
simon-pure democrats. 

This claim has much merit, 
for Karl Marx contended in the 
Communist Manifesto and other 
writings that the dictatorship of 
the proletariat could prove to 
be the most powerful force in 
society, and could and should 
rule by virtue of its might. 

Different as are day and night 
from the materialistic, godless 
conception of "democratic Com¬ 
munism” is the American ideol¬ 
ogy of human liberty which is 
the basis of our Constitution. 
Under this American view, hu¬ 
man beings are dignified, impor¬ 
tant individuals, born to be free, 
and equal before the law and in 
,tyie sight of their Creator. 

Inspired by this conception of 
individualism, the Founders de¬ 
signed a Constitution under the 
provisions of which all human 
rights would have complete pro¬ 
tection. 

Freedom of Choice Is Basic 

When human rights are ex¬ 
amined and analyzed, it Is found 
that all of them "boil down” to 
freedom of choice. Without free¬ 
dom of choice no individual can 
be free; with freedom of choice 
guaranteed to them, people can 
enjoy liberty. 

When freedom of choice is 
examined to determine its mean¬ 
ing, it quickly is discovered that 
the phrase is no more than secu¬ 
lar terminology for the Chris-, 
tlan doctrine of free will. [Con¬ 
sult dictionaries!] 

Only one conclusion is pos¬ 
sible: our nation was founded 
upon principles which are ex¬ 
clusively Christian, not found, 
oomplete, in any other religion or 
in the writings of”any non-Chris¬ 
tian philosopher. 

Ours Is Government of Law 

Our federation of American 
states, then, not only is a re¬ 
public, but something special 
among republics, a government 
of law in which the basic law is 
the Ten Commandments, un¬ 
changeable, imperishable. 

This constitutional form has 
been patterned after, imitated 
up to a point, but no other na¬ 
tion in the world has been will¬ 
ing to go all the way and make 
welfare of the God-created indi¬ 
vidual of supreme importance. - 

Professor Colegrove was not 
in serious disagreement with 
this contention as recently as 
June 8, 1955. On that date, as 
part of the advance promotion 
of the book he was writing, the 
professor addressed the Queen 
City Club of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
at a meeting arranged for the 
specific purpose of discussing 


the project. Manuscript tJi: the 
address was introduced into the 
Congressional Record for July 
29, 1955, as an extension of re¬ 
marks by Congressman B. Car- 
roll Reece of Tennessee. Re¬ 
prints of the extension of re¬ 
marks were widely circulated— 
promoters of this project have 
not missed any bets. The follow¬ 
ing paragraph is quoted from 
the “remarks”: 

At this point l wish to explain 
the use of the tern "democracy" 
in the title of our textbook on 
Democracy Versus Communism. 
Personally. / ivould prefer to 
call our American Government 
a "Representative Republic." 
This is more in keeping with 
the thought of the fathers of the 
Constitution. But after hundreds 
of talks with schoolmen, politi¬ 
cians and scholars t am per¬ 
suaded that a.ny text book or 
new course in the curriculum 
under any other name than "de¬ 
mocracy" would have little or no 
chunee of adoption in the Amer¬ 
ican school system. Whether all 
of us like it or not, the teim 
"democracy/" has become so em¬ 
bodied in the public school, in¬ 
struction that it is useless to at¬ 
tempt to promote the adoption 
of a substitute symbol. 

Here we have frank admission 
of willingness of a teacher and 
author to lend his talents to per¬ 
petuation of fallacy, and equal¬ 
ly frank disclosure by a man in 
position to know, that profes¬ 
sional educators, to whom has 
been entrusted the instruction of 
Young America, have been ac¬ 
tive participants in the plot to 
deceive each generation of citi¬ 
zens about the nature and pur- 

ose of our government as estab- 

shed by the Founders. 

American: Text Promised 

To soften the impact of these 
confessions, the professor has¬ 
tened to “smooth it over” by 
inferring that, after all, only a 
matter of terminology is involv¬ 
ed. He promised the Cincinnati 
audience that the "textbook will 
seek to show our boys and girls 
that American democracy means 
a Representative Republic, gov¬ 
erned by a Constitution and Bill 
of Rights.” 

Any member of the Cincinnati 
audience who remembers and 
relies upon this promise will be 
rudely and sadly disappointed 
if he reads the book. 

Far from fulfilling the prom¬ 
ise made in this Cincinnati ad¬ 
dress, the book tells students 
many things about democracy 
which do not bear close inspec¬ 
tion and analysis. Quoting: 

Washington, Franklin, Hamil¬ 
ton, Madison and their col¬ 
leagues were fully aware that 
the Philadelphia meeting we now 
call the' Constitutional Conven¬ 
tion was an experiment without 
parallel in the history Of De¬ 
mocracy. (Page 26) 

This statement is an outright 
perversion of history; not one 
of the men named had any liking 


-^— 

Trice schedule for this issue 
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masthead at top of Column 1 
of this page. 


for democracy, and all knew 
quite well that the convention 
was the occasion of an experi¬ 
ment in setting up a new type of 
republic never before conceived. 

Again misrepresenting the at¬ 
titude of the Founders and dis¬ 
torting history, the book tells 
the reader, Page 26, that "Wash¬ 
ington, Hamilton and Madison 
were convinced that pure democ¬ 
racy was unworkable in a na¬ 
tion whose people wore settled 
over a large territory." 

This statement can be classi¬ 
fied as half-truth told with in¬ 
tent to bring about complete de¬ 
ception. At the time the Con¬ 
stitution was drafted no nation 
with a large area of territory 
ever had been organized as 
either a republic or democracy. 

False Premise Exposed 

One of the ideas which had to 
be sold to the citizens of the 
states, if the Constitution were 
to be adopted, was that it would 
be possible for a republic to on- 
erate under prevailing condi¬ 
tions. The Federalist No. H, by 
James Madison, one of the three 
men named in the quotation just 
above, was written for the ex¬ 
press purpose of showing that 
republican government was 
feasible for the area aporoxi- 
mating that part of the United 
States Iving oast of the Missis¬ 
sippi River. 

The matter of practicality on 
the basis of geography was by 
no means the reason for the 
Founders’ oppostion to democ¬ 
racy. "Distrust of democracy 
was clearly reflected in the Con¬ 
stitution,” Prof. Edward Mead 
Earle of The Institute for Ad¬ 
vanced Study. Princeton, N. J., 
wrote in the Introduction to an 
edition of The Federalist pub¬ 
lished in 1937 by Random House 
for The Modern Library. 

Charles and Mary Beard, in 
their Basic Histoiy of the United 
States, The New Horae Library, 
1944, wrote. Pages 210-11: 

Thomas Jefferson did not pub¬ 
licly call himself a democrat or 
use the term in any of his pub¬ 
lic addresses and messages. He 
was convinced that government 
by a simple majority—even of 
faimers—could be as despotic 
as a one-man tyranny, and he 
especially distrusted "the mobs 
of the great cities ...” 

Madison, Monroe, and even 
Andrew Juckson clung to the 
name "Republican ” ... In no 
State paper or official address 
did Jackson proclaim himself a 
Democrat or refer to the United 
States as a democracy. 

Nor is this all: adding insult 
to injury, the author declares, 
Page 36, that “Leaders in the 




Author’s Promises 
Are Not Fulfilled 

{Continued from page 1) 

in July, 1965, referred to at 
some length in the article start¬ 
ing in Column 1 of Page 1, 
Professor Colegrove promised 
that his forthcoming book would 
represent the results of objec¬ 
tive study and relentless search 
for truth. On scores of pages the 
reader finds proof that the prom¬ 
ise was not fulfilled. 

At, or at least near top of the 
list of taboos for educationists, is 
the fact that all the principal 
socialist measures, now called 
democratic or liberal, are bor¬ 
rowed directly from the immedi¬ 
ate demands of the Communist 
Party as specifically detailed in 
the Communist Manifesto of' 
of Marx and Engels. 

Reasons for this taboo are not 
obscure. Communism, once re¬ 
ferred to freely as a great social 
experiment, now is a "naughty 
word" in the vocabulary of the 
professional jargon; hence any¬ 
thing derived from or even re¬ 
motely related to Communism Is 
likely to come under suspicion. 

It is important, then, that stu¬ 
dents be shielded from any 
knowledge that sharply progres¬ 
sive income and inheritance tax¬ 
es, “extension of industries and 
ihstruments of production own¬ 
ed by the state” and other so- 
called progressive and reform 
measures, are recommended in 
the Manifesto. 

Text of the Manifesto can be 
found in many reference books 


struggle for independence in 
America have been influenced 
by the ideas of the French phil¬ 
osophers, Montesquieu, Voltaire 
and Rousseau, who lived in the 
1700’s.” 

Far from being influenced by 
the French philosophy, based in 
materialism and atheism, our 
Founding Fathers were repelled 
by and rejected this French 
viewpoint, recognizing full well 
that human liberty is a spiritual 
concept in no wise related to ma¬ 
terialism. 

How right the Founders were 
in this choice soon was to be 
demonstrated by the bloody 
events of the French Revolution, 
with its intriguing but ineffec¬ 
tive slogan. “Liberty, Equality. 
Fraternity/’ and its outcome, a 
“free" nation which to this day 
has not had a stable govern¬ 
ment. 

Professor Colegrovc’s book, 
Democracy Versus Communism, 
like hundreds of other books 
published or approved and spon¬ 
sored by National Education As¬ 
sociation and its affiliates, 
makes it quite clear that profes¬ 
sional educationists wish to see 
America follow the road to de¬ 
struction down which Britain 
and France have traveled so far. 
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Meet George Sylvester Counts 

(Continued from page 1) 

This effort, and its results to date, are mast gratifying to Dr. 
Counts. He closes the chapter, "The Moral Education of the Youngor 
Generation,” with this “revealing'’ paragraph: 

"Where and when in previous history has man transformed an in¬ 
strument of tyranny into such a glorious symbol of freedom? Perhaps 
the Bolsheviks actually are changing human nature. In accordance with 
their boasts, and they ore doing this under the banners of the sacred 
'cause of Lenin’.” 

Ceorge Counts proves his devotion to Soviet causes in many ways. 
He has allowed his name to bo used by notorious Communist fronts, 
and has nctivoly assisted a number of these. National Association for 
Advancement of Colored People is not officially listed as a Communist 
front, but has a most unsavoiy reputation. Dr. Counts is a member of 
the NAACP Committee of 100. 

Among his Communist front affiliations arc: American League 
Against War and Fascism, member national executive committee; 
American Russian Institute, member of board of directors; American 
Student Union, member of advisory board, and Films for Democracy, 
member of organizing committee. 

" Readers have been invited to "meet George Counts” in this connect 
tion because he is a great favorite of Professor Colegrove. Ho is thanked 
in the preface of "Democracy Versus Communism” for his encourage¬ 
ment and advice in preparation of the book, °nd on Page 147, the latest 
Counts book is given words of approval; this is the only plug for a 
book and author in the Colegrove book. 


available .in school and public 
libraries, and it would be easy 
for curious teenagers, getting n 
hint of the source of these pro¬ 
posals, to learn at firsthand that 
Marx and Engels clearly under¬ 
stood that these measures are 
not progressive, but reactionary 
and destructive. 

Measures Are Destructive 

As this fact is explained in the 
Manifesto, these measures, “in 
the course of the movement 
(would) outstrip themselves 
(and) necessitate further in¬ 
roads upon the old social order 
and are unavoidable as a means 
of entirety revolutionising the 
mode of production.” 

Not only must this Marxist 
view be hidden from the stu¬ 
dents, but they must have con¬ 
stant reassurance that insofar 
as these "progressive” measures 
have been adopted, the results 
have been everything that could 
be desired. Following this pat¬ 
tern, the Colegrove book tells 
students that, in America, gov¬ 
ernment does not compete with 
privately owned business. Quot¬ 
ing: 

Only under certain circum¬ 
stances does our government re¬ 
sort to large-scale planning for 
regional improvement. The TV A 
is a well-known example, in 
which, flood and soil-ei-osion con¬ 
trol and the production of elec¬ 
tricity have been combined into 
one largo program designed to 
make the Tennessee Valley more 
productive and to improve living 
conditions. Such programs, how¬ 
ever, are exceptional; only when 
private enterprise lacks the re¬ 
sources for- such a huge develop¬ 
ment does the American govern¬ 
ment take a direct part in busi- 
nccc activity.Page 83. 

The American -way avoids 
competition between government 
and business. Even in develop¬ 
ment of water power, the gov¬ 
ernment is cautious. Govern¬ 


ment agencies built Boulder- 
Dam and created the TV A only 
because privale business was not 
ready to invest in these projects 
the huge amounts of capital 
needed to complete them.—Page 
86 $. 

A writer or speaker who has 
some qualms about stultifying 
himself to the extent of stating 
that TVA possesses all the vir¬ 
tues and does all the things 
which were promised for It, 
hedges by saying or writing that 
TVA was "planned” or "de¬ 
signed” with those happy ends 
in view. Thus he avoids telling 
an outright falsehood, knowing, 
as he does, that TVA is one of 
the most monstrous frauds ever 
thrust upon the people of any 
nation. But the reader or listen¬ 
er gets the impression that a 
positive statement has been 
made. 

Muge Hydro Development 

An interesting fact in connec- 
with TVA is that as of June 30, 
1956, the Authority had In¬ 
stalled generating capacity of 
9,279,486 kilowatts, of which 
only 38 per cent was in hydro 
plants, the balance being steam 
plants. Thus the hydro generat¬ 
ing capacity amounts to ap¬ 
proximately 3,526,200 kw. This 
is an exceptional program, the 
book advises; in such matters 
the government is cautious. 

Boulder Dam, renamed Hoov¬ 
er -Dam some years ago, and 
Grand Coulee, were built and 
are operated by the Bureau of 
Reclamation. But the two consti¬ 
tute only a small part of the 
Bureau’s domain, which includes 
46 dams in 12 states and Alaska 
Territory, with total installed 
capacity of 5,006,050 kilowatts, 
and ultimate capacity of 6,342,- 
200 kilowatts, nearly twice 
TVA’s hydro capacity. 

Still this is not all. The Corps 
of Engineers of the United 
States Army has built and now 


In 1776, Colonists fqught and 
died to proteeb-and expand the' 
American heritage. Why is it so 
lightly regarded today? 

operates 48 dams with 4,364,866 
kilowatts of installed capacity 
with 4,212,334 kilowatts under 
construction and total ultimate 
capacity 9,572,400. Thus when 
the Engineers and Bureau have 
completely developed their pres¬ 
ent dams, they will have a com¬ 
bined installed capacity of 15,- 
925,600 kilowatts, or more than 
four and one-half time3 the hy- 
{tro capacity of TVA. 

First observation on the con¬ 
tention of the book that our gov¬ 
ernment does not engage in com¬ 
petition with private enterprise: 
.the government agencies men¬ 
tioned above compete with busi- 
f ness-rhanaged producers of elec¬ 
tric power; they compete with 
each other for first chance to tap 
the national treasury for their 

P rojects, and they compete with 
armers by encouraging addi¬ 
tional production of agricultural 
products on tax-subsidized “re¬ 
claimed” lands. 

Facts Not Concealed 

Information about these gov¬ 
ernmental excursions into com¬ 
petition with private enterprise 
is not too difficult to come by. 
Both agencies involved in these 
projects are proud to supply in¬ 
quirers with details about their 
‘‘accomplishments.” The infor¬ 
mation given above is part of 
what was supplied by the agen¬ 
cies to the World Almanac, 
where it can be found in the 
1968 volume, Pages 212-217. 

Huge as they are,.the projects 
of the Army Engineers and Bu¬ 
reau of Reclamation are but 
dwarfs in comparison with Un¬ 
cle Sam’s exploits in setting up 
more than 700 corporate enter¬ 
prises, employing more than a 
million persons, using capital as¬ 
sets supplied by the taxpayers at 
a cost of more than $50 billion. 
In the course of operating, with 
the always inefficient methods 
of government - owned enter¬ 
prises, these corporations lose 
more money each year than the 
total of returns received from 
assessment of taxes on individ¬ 
ual incomes. 

Of course it cannot be expect¬ 
ed that “researchers” engaged 
in enterprises approved by NEA 
ever would or could secure this 
information. So far as govern¬ 
ment bureaucracy is concerned, 
this information is “top secret," 
but over a period of years it has 
been dug out and freely report¬ 
ed, though of course the Com¬ 
munist - infiltrated sources of 
public information have been un¬ 
willing to share their knowledge 
with the public. The researchers, 
who have done this job are af¬ 
filiated with American Progress 
Foundation of Los Angeles, 
headed by Willis E. Stone, au¬ 
thor of the proposed 23yd 
Amendment. 
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v Big News! Unions Who Will Help in this Emergency? 
3 Are Not In Politics - , » 


Unions in America do not par¬ 
ticipate in politicsl That's what 
the book says! From page 296 of 
Democracy Versus Communism 
by Kenneth Colegrove: 

Powerful though they are. 
American unions have preferred. 
/ to take no direct part in poli tical 
!> cum uriui ns. union members'who 
take active part in politics do so 
us individual citizens. 

Senators Gore and Mansfield, 
constituting the majority of a 
sub-committee investigat¬ 
ing campaign spending of or¬ 
ganized labor, apparently de¬ 
pended on reported contributions 
only, and Axed the sum of union 
contributions in the 1956 cam¬ 
paign as $941,271. 

Congressional Quarterly, 
available in most public librar¬ 
ies, traced additional cash con¬ 
tributions from unions totaling 
$1,079,852. Of this amount, 99.6 
per cent went to the Democratic 
Party or candidates of that 
party. Still only the surface has 
been scratched. 

Union Activity Revealed 

Speaking March 23, 1958, in 
Sulphur Springs, W. Va., be¬ 
fore a trade association, Con¬ 
gressman Ralph W. Gwinn, New 
York, declared that in the 1956 
elections union labor was active 
in 300 of the 435 congressional 
districts, and that in 1964 Unit¬ 
ed Auto Workers, headed by 
Walter Reuther, spent $726,000 
in the interest of just one can¬ 
didate, Senator McNamara. 
Text of the address was entered 
in the Congressional Record on 
March 24. 

Millions of citizens learned 
more or less about this union ac¬ 
tivity in Michigan, but not a 
hint of it ever readied Professor 
Colegrove, if we are to believe 
his book. Nor did he ever hear 
that activities of the National 
Citizens Political Action Com¬ 
mittee, headed by Sidney Hill¬ 
man. president of Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America, 
was made the subject of an ex¬ 
haustive report on Communist- 
fronts which is widely known as 
Appendix IX. In the report, 
NCPAC was dubbed by the com¬ 
mittee as the Hillman-Browder- 
, CIO axis. 

Quite as surprising, and pleas¬ 
ing, if only it were true, is the 
author’s dedaration about 
^' Rlljrht to Work " on Page 258: 

In America any person has a 
right to work in order to make 
a living. No one can lell him 
how , when or where he must 
work. He can "quit" or give up 
his job, and he does not have to 
give any reason for doing eo. 
Furthermore, a person is free to 
make money in any legal way to 
buy the goods that satisfy his 
needs and desires. 


/ No textbook or other book ever published strikes stronger blows n! 
the American heritage than docs "Democracy Versus Communism." It 
is particularly dangerous because it was introduced with tremendous 
ballyhoo that it is a truly American book, thus deceiving thousands of 
citizens. Therefore on entire issue of "Challenge” is devoted to the 
project. 

To be effective the warning must be spread to tho daily and weekly' 
press, to school boards and school administrators, to PTA groups and 
othor citizens interested in our schools. Where the book already hnsJ 
been adopted, it must be discarded: use public pressure! / 

Wide circulation of this issue of "Challenge" will help; ocijmpJ 
more effective challenges to the book will appear, but until they do\ 
why not buy and distribute copies of this publication? ’ 


WS are working toward the idear 
l h'J* ■ of American education, which is 
. to promote good citizenship and 
. \ encourage independent thinking 

•. V " id 011 the vart °f ever?/ citizen re- 
ism. hi gardless of race or religion. 
nendous (Pau<s 131 J 


subject to domination of labor 
bosses who most certainly do tell 
employes where, when and un¬ 
der what conditions they may 
earn a livelihood. 

When the labor bosses decree, 
the workers lay down their tools 
and walk out, or sit still in their 
places, according to the nature 
of tho order. If any prefer to 
work and earn a living rather 
than subsist on strike beneAts, 
they cross picket lines at risk of 
getting their heads bashed in, 
as happens all too often. 

Workers in union and closed 
shops cannot boast of being free¬ 
men even when their places of 
employment' are free of "labor 
trouble." Under the. terms of the 
contract between the union and 
employer, no worker may earn 
overtime pay, even though he is 
willing and needs the money, 
unless the union bosses agree. 
No worker may receive a wage 
increase on the basis of meri¬ 
torious performance on the jobj 
no worker may unit promotion; 
the better jobs are for those 
with seniority, regardless of I 
their qualifications. This is by I 
no means all, but it gives the I 
general idea. / 

Where Ignorance Is Bliss 

From his advantageous post 
tion as a resident of a Chicago 
suburb, it seems a bit odd that 
the professor never heard how 
small business in that area is 
preyed upon by union racketeers 
and the supporting goon squads. 
Restaurant owners and proprie¬ 
tors of Ailing stations, laundries 
and other "small time" enter¬ 
prises are quite "free to make 
money in any legal way” provid¬ 
ed only they pay up promptly to 
peddlers of "protection." 

At many places in the book it 
is stated or directly inferred 
that labor unions have been of 
great value to the workers. 
(Page references, 21, 56, 294, 
206, 298 and 316.) On Page 31 
the author writes: 

In this century . . . labor 
unions have brought about tre¬ 
mendous improvements for their 
members, not only in the United 
States, but also in Great Britain 
and France and other demo¬ 
cratic countries. 


Apparently the professor Really objective writing with , 
never heard of union and closed aim to give students a true pic- 
shop contracts under which mil- ture would at least indicate that! 
lions of "captive” workers are this is a debatable point. It will 


not be debated here beyond quot¬ 
ing from the writings of one of 
the nation’s best known and best 

?ualiAed writers on such sub- 
ects, Willford J. King, profes¬ 
sor emeritus at New York Uni¬ 
versity. In his The Keys to Pros¬ 
perity lie wrote: 

It atrpears . . . that the asser¬ 
tion that labor’s upward pro¬ 
gress is the result of unioniza¬ 
tion and collective bargaining 
vests upon a foundation just as 
firm as that underlying the 
cock's claim that his crowing 
made the sun rise. 

^Court Decisions Unpopular 

Many decisions of the U. S. 
Supreme court in recent years 
are criticized by libertarians 
and conservatives, largely on the 
.ground that rights of states are 
disregarded. So strong has pub¬ 
lic and congressional opposition 
Ito these decisions become that 
fonly by frantic, last-minute ma- 
I neuvering was Senate Demo- 
I cratic Leader Lyndon Johnso n 
| able to defeat a bill which would 
[ have rebuked the court and re¬ 
stored to tlie states many pow¬ 
ers which have been weakened 
or destroyed by the Court. 

This strong Tevulsion at the 
Court's decisions did not develop 
overnight; it has been growing 
for many years. But the author 
of this book either does not know 
about it or does not want stu¬ 
dents to know. Quoting: 

In other oases the Supreme 
Court has interpreted the Con¬ 
stitution in upholding . . . the 
right of Negroes to an educa¬ 
tion equal with that of other eiti-1 
zone. (Pago 171.) I 

One might even assume from I 
this that the Court had reaffirm- 
cd the long-established rule of 
"separate but equal.” It is not 
alone in the above quotations 
that the author has slutted over 
and misrepresented the issue of 
school integration. Quoting: 

Even though many Southern¬ 
ers appear to be against inte¬ 
gration —or the practice of al¬ 
lowing Negro and white stu- 
r Tents to attend the same schools 
—the nation a s a whole feel s 
that ..segregation., is ..undemo- I 
grail ~ J " I 

Wisely, the Supreme Court di-j 
reoted that school integration! 
should pjwceed "with deliberate 
speeds Slowly but surely * 

\ fd ’J^.enrA 


(Page 131.) 

Readers will note that the au¬ 
thor thipks Southerners appear 
| to be against integration, and 
his use of the word “allowing” 
when the decision led directly to 
the "invasion” of Little Rock 
and similar events looking to¬ 
ward forcing children of the two 
races to attend the same schools. 

Also it is noteworthyi'that the 
author does not advise of the 
time of the taking of the poll 
which determined that the na¬ 
tion as a whole supports inte¬ 
gration, and that he plainly inti¬ 
mates that the only opposition 
to school integration is in the 
South. 

Millions of citizens of the 
North see in tho decision an in¬ 
vasion of state rights and de- 
Aance of the principle of free¬ 
dom of choice. In April, 1966. a 
resolution bitterly condemning 
the integration decision was in¬ 
troduced on the Aoor of the con¬ 
vention of Congress of Freedom, 
meeting at Dallas. 

The resolution was adopted 
without dissenting voice or vote, 
despite the fact that at least 
two-thirds of the convention 
' delegates were residents of 
Northern states. 

Discussion Must Halt J 

Space limitation makes it im¬ 
possible to continue this discus¬ 
sion in the manner used above. 
Dozens of other statements in 
the book would have to be com¬ 
mented upon if a complete "re- 1 
view” were to be made. And 
after that was done, there 
would remain consideration of 
the book’s "tone," which is un¬ 
satisfactory to tho libertarian 
reader, who fails to And on any 
page any indication or intima- 
• tion of true. understanding and 
apnreciation of the American 
heritage. 

Professor Colegrove early an¬ 
nounced his intention of writing 
an anti-Communist book, and the 
book's chapters about Commu¬ 
nism are indeed praiseworthy. 
His failure to prepare a book 
acceptable to believers in indi¬ 
vidualism lies chieAy in the fact 
that he does not contrast the 
failures and miseries of Com¬ 
munism with the successes and 
joys of a nation pledged to pro¬ 
mote supremacy of the individ¬ 
ual. 

Among minor failures is lack 
of recognition of the powerful 
inAuence of the chief instru¬ 
ments of Communism, the 
“fronts" established in our 
midst He reports that in 1956 
the Attorney General's list 
reached 640, but he names less 
than ten, omitting some of the 
most powerful and important, 
and fails to report that Appen¬ 
dix XI listed more than 1,600 
fronts in 1944, linking most of 
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EXCERPT FROM LETTERS OF 
SOME DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS 


• • 


Office of ,The Vice President 

"I am sure that this book "Democracy vs Communl8m"will serve a most useful 
function in helping to educate our young people concerning the basic principles 
in which we believe, and the nature of our enemy". 

Richard Nixon 


I am glad to have the book. I am glad you have done it. 

i k 

Herbert Hoover 


U. S. ATOMIC COMMISSION 

"Democracy versus Communism" is a valuable weapon, for it has the sharp V' 
blade of truth. 

' Lewis L. Strauss 

56 

>7C 

U. S. DEP'T. OF JUSTICE 

America must have an informed citizenry. Our young people need to be 
taught the difference between the treasured values of democracy and the deceit 
and falsehoods of atheistic communism. Democracy stands for freedom. Justice 
and fair play; communism for terror, injustice and slavery. Our youngsters 
will be our leaders of tomorrow. To nurture them in the hopes and ideals which 
have cade our Nation great is our best guarantee that freedom shall continue 
to ring in America. 

J. Edgar Hoover 


DEP'T. OF THE ARM! 

The Institute of Fiscal and Political Education should be very proud of 
what they have done in the sponsorship of this marvelous publication, 
"Democracy Versus Communism." It truly is an outstanding publication which 
fills a definite need in the secondary school level. I firmly believe that we 
should carefully consider some form of distribution or utilization at least of 
this publication within the Amy within the field of troop information. 

HAROLD C. LION 
Colonel, 03 
Chief 

Troop Information Division 







January 26* I960 


Saint Joseph, Michigan 


Your letter dated January 18, I960, has been 


received, 


V Although J appreciate the interest prompting your 
writing, the function of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering 
agency does not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing'. . 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. Hease do not infer in this connection 
either that we do or that we do not have information concerning 
the group you named. ■' . . — ~ . . ‘ 


I do want to take this occasion, however, to point - 
out that the statement attributed to me in the booklet you mentioned 
is an excerpt from a statement I made on March 26, 1947, before 
the Committee on Un-American Activities of the United States , • 

House of Representatives. I am enclosing a copy of this statement - 
for what interest it may be to yob. The excerpt quoted appears pn 
page 12, and I know that you will realize when you read tips passage 
in context that I was not making reference, to any particular organization 
or religious denomination. . ** '* . • ► - * «.*•’ v 


MAILED. 31 

.-JAN 2 iJl9S0 


Sincerely yours. 


COMM-FBI 


Tolaon 


John Edgar Hoover 
, -Director 
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Callahan 


DoLoach 
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May 11, .I960 


Portsmouth, Ohio 


• . Ybur tetter dated May 1, 1960, with enclosure, has 
been received,, and the interest Which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. . ■ . *- . • • •. . • 


. - / • -7 X want to take this occasion to point out that the - 

statement attributed to me in the publication you forwarded is. an 
excerpt from a statement I made on March 26, 1947, before the 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the United States House 
of Representatives. I.am enclosing a copy of this statement for 
what iuterest.it may be to you. The excerpt quoted appears on 


Dir. Ralph W. Sockmah did speak: at the commencement 
ir National Academy on October 1, 1948. ' While I 
e of service in response to your inquiry, I must advise 


Laymen, and! am unable* therefore, %Q be of assistance tq you. I 
am taking the liberty of enclosing some material Concerning the sul 


b7c Sincerely yours. 


MAILED-fi7 


MAY 111960 

- COMM-F0I'.,. 


Tolson 


John Edgar Hooyer 
- . .Director 


Parsons 


Bolraonl 


Callahan 


DoLoach 


Enclosures. (5) 

■ ■ S ** 1 

' MAIL ROOM I 1 TELETYPE UNIT. I - ; 


Malono 


KfcGuire 


Rosen- 


TamnY 


Trotler 


W.C. Sullivan 
Telei Room _ 

•Ingram J_I_ 

Gandy __ 


Enclosures ‘ \ • V . •' 

Director’s statement before Committee on Un-American Activities, 3-26-47 
Communist Illusion and Democrat Reality 
Communism: The Bitter.Enemy of Religion , ’ 

God and Country or Communism? ' 

Director’s statement concerning 17th National Convention, CP ,, 


NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent.. Correspondent • 
enclosed a Copy of the pamphiet’ffi How Red is th e Federal-National Council 
of Churche s?” distribute'cTby they American Council"of "Christian Laymen. 


TEeNational Council Of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) was formerly n'rS 
known as the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ. For a number of 
years allegations have been made by a number of people including some 
clergymen to the effect that the National Council of the Churches, of 
Christ has been infiltrated by communists. Although we have never . • 
Conducted an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreafet 
of the efforts of the Communist Party (CP), USA, to infiltrate this 
organization through our over-all investigation of; the CP, USA, and 
communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations. It does not appear 
from the information we hav^/developed that the, CP, USA, is dictating the 
policies of the NCCC today* Bufile 94-37868-27 reflects a letter to a 
citizen dated 3-16-49 which comments on Dr. Ralph.W. Sockman in a 
complimentary manner. Sockman was graduation speaker at National • : 
Academy 10-1-48 and groups have been advised in the past that Sockman • 
did speak at this graduation. Bufiles reflect that in answer to one inquiry • 
regarding Sockman in February, 1957, the Director noted ”1 think it is 
time that we not go out on the limb any longer for him. ” 








Mr. Tolsoi 
Mr. Mohr. 


Imont. 


Mr. J". Edgar Hoover .. '*!' 

Washington, D. C. l ' ! ' l *’ 

Dear Mr., Hoover t ■ “V 

You and I know Dr. Halph W. Sockman, Meth) 

’’ Minister, New York City' to be a man of high Ch: 
ian principles and thoroughly American. 

O . It ‘bothers me that an organization known b 
A merican .Council .gf^ Christ ian Laym en- can distr 
through our churches such'pdmphlets as the epg 

Many good men are-listed as having CommimistiS£_ 

leanings.among them, Ralph Sockman.. ThaV are^ToSj 
about him- how. about the others?' I believe that ^ 
Dr . 1 Sockman was Commencement Speaker for your --FBI •; 
| exercisers few years $go-. .jro ^ - 

' «*» 4 . 

This organization includes a quote qVer your 
11name in the pamphlet as ^though-, it has you? endorse¬ 
ment. n £ Mum *> St 

» ' *■ * . 

* 

Who:, is- this Amei*icafl -Council of Christian Lay¬ 
men? Is it Catholic or Protestant? Who are the 
(-..officials in the organization? 

Yi Maybe I am unduly concerned ajb.QUt&tJii^r but 
xrthe- appearance of the pamphlets ha^*ct 1 e'ated* quite 
;~a bit of discussion locally and it seems to'-me^tha 


m. 

Mr. _ 
Mr.;Malon^. 
Mr. “.McGuire 

Mr.-Rosen_ 

Mr. Taram.^. 
'ffliSitotteiT 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ingram . 
Mi33 Candy.. 


lallahan. 


’ortsmouth, Ohio 



"February 16, 1961 


Amarillo, Texas 


. ' . \ ; v I have-received your, letter of February 9 and 

appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 


the FBI is an investigative agency of the j Federal Government 


and, as such,, does not,make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or Integrity of any organization, publication 
or Individual. . I regret that i am Unable to help you and hope . 
that you will hot infer In'this connection either that we do or 
that w v e do not have data in our files relating to the subjects 
of your inquiry.. f \.; “• V/ \ • ■ . 

In view of your interest, l am sending some • 


find of value 


Sincerely yours, 


• M^ED-20 ■ 

FEB 16 1361 

COMM-FBI 
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Series from "Christianity Today" ; \ ^. 

One Nation's Response to Communism t . ■ / \\ 
Communist Illusion ;& Democratic Reality; Y I 
Expose of Soviet ^spjlonage ” / /■— 

Wiifles" contain no. record.'identifiaHTe with| 

The significance,df^'E^E-!’ is not known and it is i 

__i ” .-i' • ? 7\Tnto r>nntiniiorl nr» npvt n: 
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Amarillo, Texas 
February 9, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 

First, let me state that I sincerely believe that there 
is a very serious threat of Communism within this country. I be¬ 
lieve they have infiltrated all phases of our American way. I 
believe that it is necessary that we Americans, who love our country 
and want it to remain the republic that our founding fathers intended 
it to be, wake up and become aware of this threat, learn how Com¬ 
munism operates, and then fight with every means available - within 
the framework of our constitution. 

I believe that we must fight this threat with education. We 
must educate ourselves as to the aims of Communism, how it intends 
to accomplish its aims; then we will know better how to stop its 
spread. » 

Our constitution guarantees each citizen freedom of speech /'Z 
and movement so long as that citizen does not infringe upon the l L 
rights of others, advocate the violent overthrow of our government ,f \ 
or commit any act of treason. And, although, it is very hard for “ “ 
us to accept the fact, these rights include those who belong to the 1 
Communist party or are sympathetic toward Communism. We must not, 
for once, even out of fear, advocate the forceful containment of ^ ^ 
these citizens who have not committed one of the above acts. If we Jr 
do, we have violated our constitution just as surely as those IV 

Communists whom we fear. 


It is sad that our Justice Department has deemed 1 it necessary^ 
to rule as it has on many of the cases concerning Communistic 
activities or Socialistic teachings. It seems to me that some of 
these activities bordered on treason. It seems that the Supreme 
Court sometimes places too rigid an interpretation on the amendments 
of the constitution. RtC-9 y st a 


<E$,m (o^ S # 

:crthe point of my letter. We must be care- 


This brings me tothe point of my letter. We must be care¬ 
ful of those individuals and organizations that are>janti-Communist, 
that they cause us to doubt the‘leadership of our country and lose 
faith in our country's foundations. 
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I iyiye. read many books and pamphlets recently distributed 
by the Jbhrf^Bir.ch Soni-aty that concerns the encroachment of 
Cgovernment and church positions- This 
literature"has used names of high level positions with such 
abandon that if one were not careful he could begin to doubt the 
whole upper structure of our government and church. If this lit¬ 
erature does no more than cause those who read it to become more 
aware of the threat of Communism, then it has served a very useful 
purpose. However, if it goes further than this and causes us to 
lose faith in our leadership, then it can cause much harm. 


The most disturbing literature .1 have read concerns the 
Natigpallr Council of Churches-.,;^ _The,book(. is. "Colectivism 

in the Churches" by Edgar C. Bundy, and the pamphlet is “How Red 
is the National Council of Churches" by the "American Council of 
Christian Laymen". If the information in this literature is even 
partially true, then we, who belong to the churches of our nation, 
have a great task before us. If, however, it is in part propoganda 
then it should be stopped. There is no doubt in my mind that Com¬ 
munism has infiltrated our churches. However, it is difficult to 
believe that it has entered the churches to the extent that this 
literature indicates. I do know that this literature, and those 
who distribute it here in my city, has caused discord within some 
of the churches. My minister told me that one of our churches has 
lost some four families because of this. One member of the John 
Birch Society told me that he is advocating that members of his 
church stop making anymore contributions to the church until it 
withdrew from the National Council of Churches. This type of 
anti-Communism can destroy us just as surely as active Communism. 


When I read articles such as the ones I mention, I believe 
it is only wise that I find out as much as possible about the author 
about -hta—guai-if i c atl orrs forSwri^ting—such -articles.-* ‘To date, I 
have,been-unable to find any information on Mr. Bundy or the 
American Council for’ Christian Laymen except through the John Birch 
Society. 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoov< 


-3- 


Feb. 9, 1961 



circumstances they appeared, and what was the outcome of those 
hearings? Is the National Council of Churches as Socialistic 
as the book indicates? Could you give me some information con¬ 
cerning the John Birch Society? 


Respectfull' 


s 
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ausau, Wisconsin 


... Yourietter of May22, 1961, with .enclosures, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to , 
Write-is appreciated. I want to thank you for your expression 
of confidence in this Bureau. '■ * v • • - .. „ 


- . Although I would like to be of service, the FBI *• * 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as ' 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
charactei’ or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that l am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer ih this connection either that we do or that We' 
do not have data ih our files relating to the subject of your inquiry 


In view of your interest, I am enclosing sorpe 
publications dealing with the general subject of communism 
which you may like to read.. *, 


Sincerely yours 
J* fdgat HcW, 


m!!£D 


. tiMsura . \ ; ' ’ John Edgar Hoover , \ ' 

. • Director .. • jT 

• Enclosures (4) ' .<:> \ /. . _. 

\ 3i r * Jit ;,iv. 1 , • . . //X J v / 

. Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality . .—.— ; — \S > 

God & Country or Communism? .. '*. 7 > / 

. 4717,-61 statement re internal security = { --* . 

^•'^..Series’^pm’’Christianity Today” * •. 

• NOTE: Bufiles indicate correspon^enfe^with r 1 12 - 29-59 at which ^ 
time he forwarded a copy of a publication which contained a reproduction 

'j R.„196’ih"„..x„..^r L i (see next page)' 
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UNITED COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS OP AMERICA 


WAUSAU COUNCIL #217 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Wausau, Wis. May 22, I 96 I 

O 


I enclose herewith pamphlet issued "by the Amerioan Council of 
Christian Laymen, Madison*—WisC also an article published by the St. Paul 
Dispatoh, St. Paul, Minn. I have utmost confidence in the P.B.I. and 
would appreciate your advising me how the above mentioned organization 
raltes with you as I have been distributing their pamphlet. 




f 




dr'/tc !e in 



' .. 


/j v ;l“^l i Blasts Charges of Red( 


I nfiltr ation In U. S. Churches 


• By LOUIS CASSELS 
United Press International 
Christianity and comrau- 
'nism stand in the same re¬ 
lationship as yes and no, 
white and black, the north 
pole and the south pole. 

They are categorical oppo¬ 
sites., 

Christianity affirms the sov¬ 
ereignty of God and ascribes 
infinite worth to each human 
being because he is a child of 
God. 

Communism denies the ex 
istence of God, and values the 
individual only as an instru¬ 
ment and servant of {he state. 

No rational person can be 
a sincere Christian and a sini 
cere Communist at the same 
time. 

Communists know this. 
That is why they persecute 
Christian churches — some¬ 
times openly, sometimes 
subtly — in every country in 
which they have gained 
power, from Russia to Cuba. 




In free nations like Ameri¬ 
ca, Communists cannot sup¬ 
press the churches but must 
think of other tactics. 

Communists undoubtedly 
have tried in the past to infil¬ 
trate the churches by having 
disguised Communists work 
their way up to positions of 
leadership, particularly in 
the ranks of the clergy. 

Jut although they have 
failed to infiltrate the 
churches in any substantial 
way, there is evidence that 
the Communists like it when 
charges are made that they 
actually have done so. 

The Communists know that 
in the present climate of 
American feeling, there is no 
surer way of discrediting the 
leadership of churches and 
of sowing confusion and dis¬ 
cord among their lay mem¬ 
bers than for the suspicion to 
be nourished that a substan¬ 
tial number ot Christian cler¬ 
gymen are secret supporters 


of the Communist conspiracy. 

You may think all of this 
is far - fetched. But the fed¬ 
eral bureau of investigation 
does hot. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo¬ 
ver, is deeply concerned about 
the danger that self - appoint¬ 
ed “vigilantes” may, in the 
name of anti - communism, 
play into the Communists’ 
hapds. 

^/During the past few weeks, 
Hoover has sent FBI chief in¬ 
spector William C. Sullivan to 
deliver speeches in many 
parts of the nation, warning 
Americans not to be taken in 
by charges that their church¬ 
es are overrun with Reds. 

‘.‘The most interesting re¬ 
action,” an FBI official said, 
“has been from the Commu¬ 
nists. They are very upset by 
Sullivan’s remark^. — * 
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Sherman Oaks, California 


Your letter dated June 26, 1961, and enclosures 


have been received 


, . Although I deeply appreciate the interest prompting 

your contacting me, information in FBI files is confidential and 
available for official use only, due to regulations of the Department . 
of Justice. This Bureau also is strictly a fact-gathering agency and £ 
does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character . ^ 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret ~vj j. 
I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this connection ___ £ 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to, the group^ S 
you named. ;*» ' ‘*V Mo 


Your enclosures are being returned, and 1 want to. 
take this occasion to point out that my statement which appears in * * 
the pamphlet you forwarded is being used out of context. In making 
this remark in my testimony before the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities in March of 1947, ,1 was not referring to any 
specific group or religious sect.. I was merely calling attention to' 
the fact that our churches, as well as all of our established, institutions 
are important areas which the subversive forces are. attempting to in¬ 
filtrate. Enclosed is material, currently available fo r general distri¬ 
bution by the FBI on the subject of communism which l 
and yi 


AWkEQ a ' 


Sincerely yours,^ 
V Jh JEdgac ^ooOer ^ 


Belmont 


CQKIJMffl 


Callahan 


Conrad 


DoLoach 


John Edgar Hoovetf' 
‘Director^' 


Malone 


Rosen 


Sullivan 


Troltor 


Enclosures (5) • (listed next page) (See NOTE next page) 
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• f - ; j ... - •• Enclosures (5) . - ' . 

- * . ’What You Can Do Tp Fight Communism . 1 . * 

'• ’• ‘ .> 'director.'s Statement 4-17-61 re Internal Securifcy- 

.. . . Series from’’Cj^-istianity’Today!' . 

, - .*■ , How Red is the Federal Council of Churches? ■ . 

• - Tilnwotnno ’r>f tranamiffol fr» pnrriscnnnftaTi) -, ff HnilO'hfp 


<_ ‘ ,*■'**• 
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Sherman Oaks, California 
June 26, 1961 
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b7C 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 


My twelve year old daugher has received several mailings of 
phamplets and material such as enclosed. I do not know the source 
or party or the cause of suddenly receiving this material. 

May I respectfullv^ask that your office provide me with as 
much information on thi P'American Council of Christian Laymen . 
Madison, Wisconsin, as possible as they are the organization 
distributing or least provides the copy. 

It is difficult and confusing for a 12 year old to suddenly 
begin receiving such information and to understand it. 

As confused parents, it would certainly ease our minds to 
have an opinion or receive dome enlightening word as to what might 
be behind this latest activity directed toward teenagers. What the 
organization and those mentioned in the phamplet stand for, etc? 


Any information will helpful and appreciated. 






'estVirginia 


Your letter of June 27, 1961, has been received, 
and I want to thank you sincerely for your kind comments. I v 

am glad to know that you have enjoyed reading my articles, and 
your best wishes are deeply appreciated. > ’ . 

Although I would like to be of service, information . 
in FBI files is confidential and available for official use only, be¬ 
cause of , regulations of the Department of Justice. The FBI also 
iB strictly a fact-gathering agency of the Federal Government and, 
as such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the. 
character or integrity of any publication, organization or individual. 
I regret that we are unable to help you and hope you will not infer in 
this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our 
files relating to the subjects of your inquiry. , ‘ 


In view of your interest, .1 am enclosing some items 
which you may not have read, including articles I have prepared 
relating to the value, of religious training^ .*<■•••• - • ; • - 

- • * r /)., 

Sincerely yours, • 

„ ••• • '■ -"*•••', ’ c&fjjT: 

& Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Boovel* * 

Director !\ >< 


* 
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The Role’ of the Sunday School • 

The Sunday School - Key to Tomorrow • . 
Communism & Religion by William CY Sullivan 
God and Country or Communism? 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion ., 


NOTE or respondent is not identifia ble in Bufileb. -Thfe'American • 

CouncijTChfistian Lavm^n' v w ith whom | [ id . r ’* t , 

affiliated! published ^"brochure entitled, "How Red is the Federal r '' ,. 
Councihof Christian Churches ?" which contained astatement by the.' 
Director.,, used out of context, tq infer that certain individuals affiliated 
with the Federal Council' of Churches .were subversive. 'Considerable 


publication. (62-100432) - Since correspondent does not make references 
to. this Statement', no mention of it is being made in our outgoing letter. 
T -\ The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) • 


country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual, data 
to support their assertions', have claimed this group is communist 
controlled or influenced. The FBI, of "course, has not investigated,the 

•^.ccv.(io 6 - 50869 ) ( ..‘* v ’/• • -a:: 
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CALVARY BAPTl£ CHURCH 

WEST LEI AT MARYLANO • CHARLESTON 2, WEST VIRGINIA 


pXUl b. watunoton, jb. 

Mlnkfof 


EDWARD C EUIOTT 
Aaioctate Minister 


Mr. Tolaon—AJE., 
Mr. Bclmonftlij^ 
Mr.*Mohr—IfHi, 
Mr. CallahanJ!— J 
Mr. CqrfgtL-V: 
Mr. PcuSdci m V- - 

Mr. - 

Mr. Malone_ 

Mr. Roaen- 

Mr. S«lliYan= 

Mr. Tavel- 

Mr. Trotter- 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ingram- 

Mias Gandy- 


CHARLES M. MAROASON 
Minister of Mutlc 

LON C KINDER 
Director of OiHtlloa Edueolton 

MRS. GLEN McOUIRB 
Of flea Secretary 

Phone DIckens 3-4891 


June 27, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover • ! - j 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice A 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Congratulations to you for your article stating that most Clergymen are loyal 
American citizens. I have read this article with interest in the current issue jf f 
of the Crusader, our American Baptist Convention magazine. Statements like this 
coming from a man of your influence, mean a lot to people of our churches. V_j 

I also thank you for your series of articles in "Christianity Today". \J • 

Every once in a while, some one will come up with a little pamphlet, "How Red is -jr 
The National Council of Churches?" This pamphlet is put out hy Rev. McIntyre, of jkV 
Collinswood, New Jersey. Are ministers mentioned in this pamphlet really as guilty f \ 
as Rev. McIntyre indicates? If they are, why are not these men arrested and : (JP 

brought to speedy trial? x _ ‘ 

9 

If, on the other hand, this is a said*, smear of Christian leaders, how is Rev. 

McIntyre getting away with this? I would greatly appreciate hearing your opinion 
of this. 


I also wish to thank you for your often quoted remarks about the value of Sunday 
School in a person's life. You have been and are a great influence in America 
and 1 personally appreciate all that you are doing. 


0*1 


May God bless you and use you as you serve Him and our fellow countrymen. 

^ ^ Sincerely, — 3*3 

[ 1 6 / 1961 b 7 c 


FBW:g 
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Knoxville 2, Tennessee 


Your letter of July 19, 1961, has been received, . 

and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

' ' ' ' * 

? ’ • Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is. 

an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to.the charac¬ 
ter or integrity of any organization, publication or individual.. I . 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in 
this connection either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to your inquiry. With regard to your question pertaining 
to investigations by the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
may J suggest that you consider directing your- inquiry to the 
Committee located in Room 225, Old House Office Building, 
Washington 2 5> D. C. . ‘ T ’.* .. ■' * r •’ 


Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of subversion which may be of interest to you. > . 


MAU£im 

JUL 2 61961 

COMM-FBI 


Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover 

' Director *. . 

ft * , ; r 

• • ' • » ** — • • 

■ Enclosures (3) ' ’ j 

4-17-61 Internal Security.Statement ' |/ 

.. Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality I/ 

One Nation's Response to Communism 1/ 


Tolaon 


Belmont 


Callahan 


Conrait 


DaLoach 


Malone 


NOTE: No record Bufil'es identifiable with correspondent 
* J '*' j,. • (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) 


Rosen 


Sullivan 
Tavol _ 
Trotlet . 


Tele. Room 
Ingram_ 


MAIL ROOM 
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NOTE (cont.) C v~ • *' • ; s . V'.- 1 •V J • ' 

•' ' .■!>. *’ * •' .• »•' “i ••**■*/. .. 

The American Council of Christian Laymen published a brochure entitled,. 
"How Red is the Federal Council of Christian Churches?” which contained 
a statement by the Director, used out of context, to infer that certain r ' / 
individuals affiliated with the Federal-Council .of Churches were subversive 
Considerable controversy among Christian laymen resulted following 
release of this publication... (62-3.00432) \ > *. .. - ‘ 1 , v 
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July 19, 1961 


Hon. J, Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.0., 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

remould like some information concerning an organization which 
calls itself the ^(merican_Council - Christ ian JL aymenJJ. I have some literature, 
in my possession, publishecT by this ftrgaETzation, which greatly concerns me. 

I would like to know if this organization has "been investigated "by the 
Committee of Unamerican Activities and whether or not it is actually a non- 
communist organization or is it, too, a subversive organization? 

I will appreciate a prompt reply to this inquiry. 


1 





July 14, 1961 




‘ J 


VoIson . 

1 !b Imonl _ 

I (obr_ 

Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

OeLoach. 
Flvans — 
Malone — 

I'.osen_ 

fulllvan . 
Tavel_ 
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Hicksviile, Ohio 
Dear 
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jaiNFORMCTONCOiJWNEtt ... • 

herein is unclassified \ 0 n/acean ’ r i 

OD § 


Your letter of July 9, 1961, has been received. 

• ■* 

While I would like to be of assistance, I must 
advise that the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of the 
Department of Justice, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
regarding the character or integrity of any individual, organi¬ 
zation or publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection 
either that we do or do not have data regarding the subject of your 
inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
which you may wish to read. 

Sincerely yours, 


.7 *r 

. ♦* 
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JUL 1 41961 

COMM-FBl 
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3. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


NOTE: 


JLW1 U. I_I Xo liVt XU iJlUXJICO* XUW iiatiunua VVUUWU, \JX 

Churches of Cnrist (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading ProtestantM 
churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to X 
factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group ife .. ^ 

communist controlled or influenced.. The FBI, of course, has not invest!- • ® 
tedjhe NCQD. (100-50869) ” • • ~ i 3 . 

i? 

The American Council of Christian Laymen published a 
brochure entitled "How Red is the Federal Council of Christian Churches?" a 
SAW:nss . - --. Cit/ 


is not identifiable in Bufiles. The 
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NOTE continued 


which contained a statement by the Director, used out of context, to 
infer that certain individuals affiliated with the Federal Council of 
Churches were subversive. Considerable controversy among Christian 
laymen resulted following release of this publication. (62-100432) 


Enclosures 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 

An Analysis of the 17th National Convention, CP USA.& Intro. 3-60 LEB 
God and Country or Communism 
Series from Christianity Today 






TRUE COPY 


Hicksville, Ohio 
July 9, 1961 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of F. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I know that you are a very busy person, but I 
would appreciate it if you or one of your assisstants would give 
me some straight facts on the "national council of churches," and 
the affiliation of it’s officers and leaders, both part and present, 
with communist and communist front organizations. 

I have bnpay possession a leaflet which I sent for 
and received from the"A merican Council o f Christian Laymen," 
Madison, Wisconsin. It is entitled, "How JK^’T^H^Naticmai-Gouncil 


Madison, Wisconsin. It is entitled, "How JK^’T^H^Naticmai-Gounci! 
of Churches?" No doubt you have seen one of them, but if not it 
contains a list of some of the Councils officers and leaders, both 
part and present, and communist organizations they have been 
affiliated with. I do not want to be guilty of labeling organizations 
communist just because someone may get the idea they are. This 
is especially true with our religious organizations, for I know that 
is what the communist would want me and others to do. I have 
gathered and studied information on the National Council of Churches 
and surely they must be communist infiltrated or the "American 
Council of Christian Laymen" wouldn’t dare print such information. 

I will appreciate the straight facts from you knowing 
this will cast out and doubts whatsoever. I thank you. 

Sinc erely, 

/s/1 I 
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Licksville, Ohio 
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September 11, 1961 


. Garden Grove,..California 
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Your letter of August 31, 1961, with enclosures, has been . 

received, and the interest prompting you to communicate with me is appreciated. 

^ •• 

/ V ‘ . - . . \ 

• V In connection with the matter you mentioned, representatives of\ 
the FBI who are privileged to speak before various groups throughout the country , 
do so with my full knowledge and approval. Any comments by a representative 
of this Bureau, however, should not be interpreted as a defense or endorsement 
of any group since this is not a proper function of the FBI. Assistant Birector 
William C. Sullivan in his discussion of communism dealt with this*Subject 
Curately and objectively. - In order that you may be fully informed in this 
regard, I am enclosing the substance' of the statements made by Mr, Sullivan* • 

I am also forwarding some material on the general topic of communism-,you may 
like to read. Some of these items contain my views.on the menace of cojnmunism 
“^addition to offering suggestions as to how citizens can combat this evitdoctrine. 

Vvc .... '• - ■' *•’*." * •. 

v / r . . - • J •* r-~-i * .. >?ir ... . ; y% ' U s • 

\ Our churches have been and will continue to be important targets • > 
the over-all communist program of endeavoring to infiltrate our established- 
stitutions, and we must remain alert to such efforts to subvert our way of life.- 
le communists have tried to infiltrate every part of Our society,, and-patriotlc 
nericans must continue to take a firm stand against communisnf^nd combat it 
wherever possible. But this opposition to communism must be eyeful, in¬ 
structive and positive, and it must always be kept within the due oarocess^f law. 

' •’ ... •'*. . • • .5 . • 
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Letter to 


i Enclosures v 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communism and Religion Lu •• O' JU±s jk. 
Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Christianity Today series 


NOTEr Purposely ignoring his question concerning the John Birch Society 
inasmuch as he has scratched it out. Bufiles contain no information . 
identifiable with correspondent. The pamphlet he enclosed, "How Red is the 
Federal Council of Churches? " has been brought to the Bureau's attention 


in th#past. . 
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^CLOSURE 



Garden Grove, Calif 
31 August 1961 


Enclosed is a complete copy of a letter t o the editor wh ich appeared in the 
same newspaper as did a wire release from | 1 (U.P.I.) except that 

I believe they appeared on different da'tes. The first paragraph apparently 
is original with the letter-writer. The remainder, from the words, "Christ! 
anity and Communism stand . .”, appears to be a complete quotation of thevX; 
U.P.I. release. The first part claims that the John Birch Society and^/ 
their bedfellows have undertaken to attack the F,B,UJ. as. being at leasfV—-/ 
’’soft” on Communism. . // » 


The U.P.I. release seems in tone and quite some in text to be a,literary 
effort to relax people’s attention and to whitewash even the very possibility 
of infiltration'of churches, and inadvertently (?) the release does not openly 
mention the duping or conversion or brainwashing of officials and/or pastors 
already in ’’pulpit service.” This would present^/o^probU-em whatsoever to a 
strongminded, personable layman ’’convert” in any church in juxtaposition with 
an official in one .category or another who was of shallow ’’convictions." 


I am enclosing also an actual folder by the American Council of.Christi an 
Laymen, Madison, Wisconsin. This lists a few of the-officials of the N.C.C. 
who have aided or fronted for a host of Communist front organizations. For me 
to imagine that even if this list of officials is complete it represents the 
total amount of damage, or to believe that the infiltration ended in churches 
solely in this N-.C.C. group is a bit difficult, having started to get acquaint 
With their methods. 


I am asking because, although I am not a member I have had a fair amount of 
admiration for the[ effort they have put forth and the reaction theylave fostered 
.among the Communists is exemplified by Gus Hall’s attacks. 

r 

The remark that, "F.B.I. Director J. Edgar Hoover is deeply, concerned about ' 
the danger that self-appointed ’Vigilantes’ may . . . etc." sounds,like some¬ 
thing from an entirely different speech of yours which is here used out of 
Context. fI/Y\ 


Did you send Chief Inspector William C. Sullivan to deliver speeches on the V 
^ subject and in the manner related and suggested by this U.P.I. release? \ 

p-j Lecture me, please, but briefly. I am swamped with reading, writing and watching 
£3 treflds, and I still have to work day ti 

Q Now, with connection to the above 


the letter to 

pp.289-294 of Masters of Deceit (Pocketbook Edition) I wish to-sf ale^fhat ■ I 
am flabbergasted. I read the last part of Page 294 while I wafeffdrafting 

. ■ “dm* 


—»V>V 


1Q£1 



I hav6 carefully observed U. P. I. wire releases 
with great interest and I hope discrimination. 



The quotation from Di 


Whitehead's book, "The F.B.I^^tor; 
bearing on the issues concerned in the letter and leaflet 
did rough me up. 


"The top command of the E.B. I. have no illusions that communism can be 
destroyed in the United States by the investigation, prosecution and 
conviction of Communist- Party leaders who conspire to overthrow the 
government by force and viience. That: is merely one phase of the job 
to be done in a world-wide struggle. 


"The F.B.I. knows that the bigger job lies with the free world's intel¬ 
lectuals — the philosophers, the thinkers wherever they may be, the 
professors and scientists and scholars and students. These people who 
think, the intellectuals if you.please, are the ones who can and must 
convince men that communism is evil. The world's intellectuals themselves 
must see that communism is the deadliest enemy that intellectualism and 
liberalism ever had. They must be willing to dedicate themselves to this 
cause as the Communits have been to dedicate themselves to their cause.'" 


Well, I am flabbergasted! Does this mean that we are to wait until the 
"brain-trusters," the men of the Council on Foreigh Relations, the Moselys, 
the Cousinses, the JLarsons, the gooses, the Chases, the Bentons, the Hisses, 
the Schlesingers, the Stevensons, the Hopkinses and the Wristonizers decide 
to convince us that communism is evil? Does this mean that the road to 
UNESCO ONE WORLD SOCIALIST government, being led there by Fabian Socialists 
shoulder to shoulder with one kind or another of Communists (if there is any 
difference between any of them, which I doubt) is a better deal than out and 
out Soviet Communism, and this is what we will get in the long run with these 
intellectuals. And does this mean that we are toowait for the young scholar- 
students who took'part in the Communist student riots in San Francisco to get 
a little older and harder in order to convince us that Communism is evil? 

(Many of the most promimnt•of each of the categories together constitute a hot¬ 
bed of a type of subversion. By the time they could be made or enticed to 
see that communism, is the greatest enemy of intellectualism, they would be dead 
and so-would we. And dead is dead, isn’t it? .Our country, as a country, would 


Yours truly 


Page 95 — I have read that Khrushchev did not denounce Stalin. He listed 
the atrocities committed by Stalin in rather gory detail and then praised 
him for doing these things in the interest of communism (in his last one or 
two sentences of that speech). ?„. 
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Editor, News Tribune: 

I thought that some of your readers might not know why some members of the 
John Birch Society and their bedfellows have now undertaken to attack the 
FBI as being at least "soft" on communism. In addition to the statements 
in Mr. Hoover's book, "Masters of Deceit" (which the Birchers have loudly 
acclaimed but apparently not many.have read — see especiallypp. 289-294, 
Pocketbook Edition), I call attention to the following United Press Inter- 
iiational Release, by staff writer Louis Cassels: 


Christianity and communism stand in the same relationship as yes and no, white 
and black, the North Pole and the South Pole. 

They are categorical opposites. 

Christianity affirms the sovereignty of God and ascribes infinite worth to 
each human being because he is a child of God. 

Communism denies the existence of God, and values the individual only as an 
instrument and servant of the state. 

No rational person can be a sincere Christian and a sincere Communist at the 
same time. 


Communists know this. That is why they persecute Christian churches — sometimes 
openly, sometimes subtly — in every country in which they, have gained power, 
from Russia to Cuba. 

In free nations like America, Communists cannot suppress the churches but must 
think of other tactics. 


Communits undoubtedly have tried in the past to infiltrate the churches by having 
disguised Communists work their way up to positions of leadership, particularly 
in the ranks of the clergy. 

They have learned that this is easier said than done. As a practical matter, it 
is enormously difficult for a Communist to pose convincingly as a dedicated 
Christian even for the space of one conversation, let alone through the long 
years of seminary study and pulpit service which are required of any man who 
becomes an influential leader in the U.S. church life. 


But although they have failed to infiltrate the churches in any substantial way, 
there is evidence that the Communitsts like it when charges are made that they 
actually have done so. 


The Communists know that in the present .climate of American feeling, there is no 
surer way of discrediting the leadership of churches and of sowing confusion and 
.discord among their lay members than for the suspicion to be nourished that a 
substantial number of Christian clergymen are secret supporters of the Communist 
conspiracy. * * * 


YOU MAY THINK ALL OF this is far-fetched. But the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
does not. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover is deeply concerned about the danger that self- 
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appointed '"vigilantes" may, in the name of anti-communism, play into the 
Communists’ hands. 

During the past few weeks. Hoover has sent FBI Chdef Inspector William C. 

Sullivan to deliver speeches in many parts of the nation, warning Americans 
not to he taken in by the charges that their churches are overrun with Reds. 

"These allegations have served to create the impression among many Americans 
that the Protestant denominations in particular have been subjected to alarming 
infiltration and influence," Sullivan says. "But this is a patent falsehood. 

The truth of the matter is that the Communist party has not achieved any sub¬ 
stantial success in exerting domination, control or influence over America’s 
clergymen or religious institutions on a national scale." 

Sullivan is not making this statement on his own authority. He is speaking 
with the full approval and personal backing of Hoover. And the FBI Director 
has so informed a number of amateur Communist hunters, vho wrote to him pro¬ 
testing Sullivan's speeches. 

"The most interesting reaction," an FBI official told United Press International, 
"has been from the Communists. They.are very upset by Sullivan’s remarks. 

"They loye to have wild charges of Communist domination hurled against America’s 
churches. -They know that such charges cause consternation, dissension, doubt 
and fear among church members- And they figure that anyone w ho - succeeds in 
demoralizing America ’ s churches is aiding-their caLuse\" 
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Baylor Street at Southwest 

•* • ■**-- c. .x "—ter. Jirtfr.-K.yy^v ■ 

Fourth Avenue 
Perrytoh, Texas ^ « ' 


Your* letter of September 20 and. enclosure 


have been received 


. With respect to your inquiry, the statement 
contained in the pamphlet was made by me,. I would like to 
point out, however,-that it has been lifted out of context 
from congressional testimony.1 gave a few years ago. In 
this testimony I made several statements, general in nature, : • 
to the effect that communists were, and still are, endeavoring 
to infiltrate all mass-type organizations. I mentioned no group 
in particular. - „• ■ • ’ 

• • , • n 

Enclosed you will find some literature which may 
be of interest to you. • * 

• M * " 

i * V * ^ r 

Sincerely yours, -1 

A Edgar Hoo^rec' 


tasusaaa 
SEP 2 6 1961 


Tolson 
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lr Fartn in God--Our Answer To Communism” ^ 

What Does hi© Future Hold?*,*. . k 

The Deadly Contest 

Christianity Today Series • . 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no. references identifiable with correspondent. The 
pamphlet correspondent enclosed is entitled "How Bed is the National . 

■ Coimcil of Churches ?” and has been brought to our attention on a number 
of occasions. It lifts part of a sentence out of context from the Director’s 
testimony before the House Committee, on Un-Am'eHcan Activities in 
March, 1947. .The pamphlet was published by th ^American Council 
of Christian T.aym en,and has caused considerable controversy~since w it§~ 
release (62-100432!).' - ' . ‘ • 
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— Cathedral of the North Plains — 
Baylob Street at S. W. 4th Avenue 
Pbrbyton, Texas 


/A( 


S. Duane Bruce, Pastor 
Keith Wiseman, Associate Pastor 
Mrs. Ray McEntirb, Secretary 

9-20-61 


Mr. ToIsoil^ 

'll jr. Callahan 

Mr. Dt-LoS! 
Mr. Kr?.Ji3A. 
Mr. Unions— 

Mr. R>roa_ 

Mr. ta'uYQiL 

Mr. Tavol_ 

Mr. Tiolter- 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ingram— 
Mias Gandy_ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Recently the inclosed leaflet came to my desk, that contains a 
quotation by you regarding ministers of the gospel being used by the 
Communists. I would appreciate your verfying this quotation, and 
if it is true supplying me evidence of such. 

Thank you so much for this information. 
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November 2, 1961 


Meshoppen, Pennsylvania 


, Your letter dated October 30, 1961, has been received.' •cog f* 

iV ? ■ •• . — ■. rr 

V?*; • • • • * ._, a: 

Although I would like.to be of service, I am unable, as a matfSr^f -u 

policy, to comment relative to the leaflet you forwarded since the FBI is strict^ * 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not maket — 
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any publica¬ 
tion, organization or ; individual* Also, information in FBI files is confidential 

arid available for official use only, due. to regulations of the Department of Justice. 

. . . .• '• * 

• 4 ... • * - * * - - r ‘ ‘ • 

. Your enclosure is being returned, and I want to call your attention 

in this connection*to the sentence it contains credited to me. For your information, 
this sentence wale included in a statement I made to the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities onE§larch 26, 1947, when I was establishing the fact that it is a 
continuing program oF't^’e Communist Party to attempt to infiltrate every part of 


y, including- religion. . When this passage is read in context, one realizes * 
not making reference to any particular organization or religious 

3 on. The statement in question is now out of print. •- •’ , .. 

b6 5^* • BV 1 ... . ' " 

b7c Fortunately this evil conspiracy, still in.existence today, has not made 
al penetration into our religious organizations. I would like to emphasize, 
hat the churches will continue to be important targets in the over-all' 

»plan of endeavoring to control our established institutions, and we must 
remain alert to any attempt to replace-our national traditions with the atheistic » 
philosophy of communism. *• .v . ..._:. 

In view of^yoU£4nteV<jst/' 1 am sending you,several items dealing ? with 
3^^Hh|ernaF security which you may find pertinent at thi^Jtime. 1 ''' 

teifitWely yours, . e\ • ( ^ . •' J. y 

J, .Edgar. Hooven J _: ." , 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Correspondent’s enclosure - How Red is the Federal Council of Churches? 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement • * .. .*’■ * *" 

•' .-.7 Introduction 10-61 LEB*.. , ' . * ’ ' / . 

. The Communist Party Line- •. • *■ . ‘ ' " ‘• 

... Christianity Today Series - The Communist Menace • , * ‘ •. r, . ... 

• •. ■ .-V - » •'.••• : • - 

.NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. He enclosed a copy of . 

M How Red is the Federal Council of Churches?", disseminated by the American 
• ' . Council of Christian Laymen. This leaflet has been distributed widely and 
:• contains a quotation fromthe Director: "I confess to a real apprehension, so. 

• ^ • long as Communists-are able to secure ministers of the gospel to promote their • ;. 

evil work." This has been frequently, brought to the Bureau's attention in the past, - A 
and no copy necessary for retention in Bufiles. This statement, used out of context, 
to imply that certain individuals affiliated with the Federal Council of Churches 
' are subversive has caused considerable controversy among various religious 
groups. .(62-100432) / . • . . * .. • v . ,• • • . - 
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Meshoppen, Pa. 
October 30, 1961 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dfe&r Mr. Hoover, 

s' Enclosed is a copy of a bulletin published by the. 

American Council of Christian Laymen. We are using this infor¬ 
mation as basis for a resolute stand against the apostasy in the 
Methodist Church which is affiliated with the National Council of 
Churches. It will help us at this time if you would give us a 
personal statement concerning this bulletin as to whether or not 
you believe the information to be true. Thank you. Please 
reply promptly. 


Yours truly, 

/V I 

P. S. Any information you have 
concerning communist infiltration 
in the Protestant Ministry will 
be appreciated. 
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January 22, 1962 


Myerstown, Pennsylvania 


Your letter postmarked January 17th, with enclosure, 


Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is strictlyStn * ; 
investigative agency of the Federal Government, and as such,, does not 2iake3 , 
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any • 
publication, organization or individual. Consequently, I am unable to comment 
regarding the leaflet you forwarded. ' 


The film, ’’Operation Abolition,!JMs distrijbuted by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, ahd^thiS'Bureau had no connection. 
with its preparation. As a mkfre£7.pf/policy, I am unable, therefore, to make 

Z ei:w **._. U_ i W . • • » • . 


Tolson . 

Bolmont 
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(31)/ JAN 2 2 19621 (Enclosures and note on next page) 
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any comment concerning it. 1 You may wish to direct your inquiry to 
the Committee which is located in Room 225, Old House Office Building^ 
T 'Washington 25, p. C; ... ... . .* 

«» ; * .,• M t |# * ti ; f * *.. *' i " » # • 1 * - • * • . , % •» 

’In view of ybur interest, I am sending you several items 
\ / dealing with the topic Of communism yon may like to read.; Perhaps you 
'' ■ will also wish to refer, to my book, “Masters of Deceit, *’ which relates 
, the story of communism in America, and how to fight it. You will prob- 
. ably be able to obtain a copy of it at your local library. 


•« , i 


• • Sincerely yours,; ' : 

; 0 . Edgar Hoover ‘ 

i * y 4 ( , • .# • 

% , * • «• y * 

v • • » 

. '/ John Edgar Hoover, 

.* V. director ' 

• * . » * • _ • " 
v . • 
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* ; " Correspondent’s enclosure ./'• /•'*£'.; " .... 

: Director’s' 12-7-61 Criss Award Speech, The Faith To Be.Free .J „ . 
Director’s Statement Re Internal Security, 4-17-61 ; V 

The Communist Party Line . . ' V '• 

. ‘ The Communist Menaced Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

• • ; ? . * • t ‘ 

NOTE; Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent.. He enclosed 

a copy of “How Redds the Federal Council of Churches?“ disseminated by \< 
the^American Council of Christian Laymen. This leaflet has been distributed 
' widely and contains a quotation from the Director? ”1 confess to a real 
apprehension, so long as Communists are able to. secure, ministers of the 
gospel to promote their evil work. " This has been frequently brought to the 
. Bureau’s, attention in the past* and no copy necessary for retention in Bufiles. 

’ This statement, used out of-context, to imply that certain’individuals affiliated 
.. „ With the Federal Council of Churches are subversive.has caused considerable 
controversy among various religious groups. (62-100432) J . . 

». * * • I..*'. X ’ • • l "* t • 
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Myerstown Pa 
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Dear Sirs: 


I would like to know if these things listed in 
here are true facts so I could help others to see the danger 
of Communism and also how about that film "Operation 
Abolition" some ministers in our area said it was a fake 
film so many of us are confused which is true. Your 
comments would be appreciated, 

Concerned American 
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25 JAN 25 1962 
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February 7 > 1962 * 


*" •• • * 



AU INFORMATION CONTAINEO 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED- \ 
dateJ/_^7 

' Ml 


Dear _« 

Your letter dated February 1, 1962, with 
enclosure, has been received* The interest which 
prompted your communicating with.me is appreciated* 

'.While I would like to be of assistance to* 
you, the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the . . 

FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
comments concerning the character, or. Integrity of • 
any individual, organisation or publication*- 
Furthermore, a regulation of the Department of Just^cew- 
prohibits the disclosure of information in our files 3 
to other than appropriate agencies in, the executive^ V. 
branch of-the Federal .Government* • 

In view of the concern you' expressed iiCD 5 ^ 

your letter, I am enclosing some literature dealing*. « 
with the subject of communism and religion which ^ 

be of assistance to you* v 

Sincerely “yours, .* •> *.. • ’*£ & 

tt, Edgar Hopvar.. • .V v 
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^„uf iles contalfinorecord of correspondent^ * - 

Correspondent enclosed , the pamphlet "H^^led Is 
The National Council of Churches?" issued b^> the^&arican 
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Council <Jf Christian Laymen,' This pamphlet was first 
issued in 1949 under the heading ."How Red Is The ' 
Federal Couhcil of Churches?" and has been brought to 
the Bureau's attention on numerous occasions. It has 
caused considerable controversy since its release as 
Iheabtempts to show communist control or influence in 
the National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) and 
one of Its prededessors, the Federal Council of 
Churches, The NCCC Includes in its membership the 
leading Protestant churches in the country. > The FBI, 
of course, has not investigated the NCCC (62-100432) 
"(100-50869). 


/ 


Correspondent advises above-mentioned pamphlet 
is being disseminated by Christian Freedom Academies (CF A) 
Brandon, Florida. CFA is l ~ ~ __ .... I ‘ 

and material emanating from himhas indicated that he 
makes absurd conclusions regarding the dommunlst menace. 
Bureau hasted limited cordial correspondence with him. 
;However, since 3/29/61, correspondence is not to be 
answered unless impelling reasons Indicate'otherwise. 
••( 100 - 111158 ) * ! 

J The correspondeint was furnished the following . 
literature: *• • 

i > ' • « «■ • , • *’ # * ► •• 

* % • ' * * 

(1) "The Communist Menace:-Red Goals and'Christian Ideals" 
.(2) ."Let's Fight Communism Sanely#" 

(3) • "Faith in God—Our'Answer To Communism" 

(4) ; "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion" • 

(5) . Director's statement concerning Internal Security. 

;• 4/17/61. . 7 : 
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TRUE COPY 


McIntosh, Fla, 
February 1, 1962 


Gentlemen: 


The enclosed pamphlet came to me by mall from 
"Christian Freedom Academies," Brandon, Florida, 

As you see, it was published by the "American 
Council of Christian Laymen," Madison 1, Wisconsin, 

This pamphlet is being sent to a lot of people 
in this area and I would like to know how authentic it is. 
Are these men whom I had always believed to be great 
Christians, really Communists (as this leaflet would have 
us believe;. 

Please let me know if the F.B.I. thinks the 
churches listed here are in danger of being "Wings of 
the Communist-Socialist Movement." I belong to one of 
them and all my life my church has taught me againt 
such things - not for it. It seems to me that the 
Communists would gain a great deal of satisfaction if 
we all lost faith in our churches. 

I would appreciate a prompt reply as this kind 
of smear literature is doing a great deal of harm. 

Also, is the "American Council of Christian 
Laymen" sponsored by a particular church denomination? 

Sincerely, 


/s/ 
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March 28, 1962 


toenix, Arizona 


, * / , • CD> CJI 

Your letter dated March 21, 1902, with enclosure, has begi rv» 


received 


With, respect to your discussion, it is a pleasure to Claris mj£ 
position for you on the subject of communism and religion. In my book, ’’Masters of 
Deceit,” I pointed out that the Communist Party in this country has attempted to 
infiltrate and subvert every segment-of our society, including the field of religion. 
This is still true today. Fortunately, the Party’s efforts are being thwarted by the 
FBr s internal security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution of 
Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition to the com- * 
munist philosophy. These achievements ar6 being accomplished through orderly, . 
legal procedures* ' 

• . . •• * '• " 

. cy, v (-» IT* — - 

I woujj^like to emphasize, however, that churches will continue to 
be important gargets in the over-all subversive plan of endeavoring to control 
our establish^ Institutions, and we must remain alert to any attempts to replace 
our national^adiU^s with the atheistic philosophy of communism* * 7. 

m • >; ‘ * i * 

Although I would like to be of service, l am unable, as a matter of 
policy, to comment in the manner you suggested since the FBI is strictly an ’ 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any.publics- - 
tion, organizaU&hScir In addition, information in FBI files W confidential 

or official use only, due topregulatipns, ofjtJ|e; Department of Justice. 

t0I ^^ ] b6 if KG iff *** " 


Tolson 


Belmont 


Callahan 


Coined 


EBT:lc* (3)JM/} SS j , 

, ^' —«-£2222*fBi 


OaLoach 

Evan._ 

Malaio _ 

Roson_ 

Sullivan . 


Tav.l 


Trotlor 


TELETYPE UNIT 


MAIL ROOM 




The leaflet you for-warded is being returned, and.I want to call your 
attention in this connection to the sentence it contains credited to me. For your 
information, this sentence was included in a statement 1 made to the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947, when i was establishing 
the fact that it is a continuing program of the Communist Party to. attempt to 
infiltrate every part of our society, including religion. When this passage is read 
in context, one realizes that I was not making reference to any particular organic 

zation or religious denomination. The statement in question is now out of print. .. 

• . . / ' . '• -■ .• ■ ' , f : 

Enclosed is some material I hope you will find of interest. Some 
of these items contain suggestions as to how citizens can defend Our democratic 
way of life against the false doctrine of communism. You may also wish to read 
^Masters of Deceit,” which I believe will make clear to you the deceitful ways, of 
the Communist Parjty, USA. • ‘ V-*’* 1 ■’« ‘ .. 

■V ‘ ' • * ’ : . : 

• ».-/-.• . '• ■■ ' ■ • ■ ' . ; •. •. .. - 

***’•■*••’*.,. s'./. Sincerely yours, //,>' 

* v * ^ - V , * * . « • \ I 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director .. 


Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism 

The Courage of Free Men •' .*. . .. V 

• ;. i • •: • • ..v/. ‘ •''/ • 

NOTE; Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding correspondent who . 
is not further identifiable. SEe enclosed a copy of "How Red is the Federal Council 
of Churches?" disseminated by the American Council of Christian Daymen. This 
leaflet has been distributed widely and contains a quotation from the Director: "I 
confess to a real apprehension, so long as Communists are able to secure ministers 
of the gospel to promote their evil work." This has been frequently brought to the 
Bureau’s attention in the past,- arid no copy necessary for retention in Bufiles.. This 
statement, used out of context, to imply thaDcertain individuals affiliated with the . 
Federal Council of Churches are subversive has caused considerable controversy 
among various religious groups. (62-100432) -. *' ". .. .. 
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March 21, *62 


J Edgar Hoover. 


Dear Sir, - 


GffltncoM Qoitte i / 0*/ I* 


0\j ft l&ll 


I | of the First Baptist Church, Phoenix 

Ariz. said over radio that the Federal Council of Churches was 
all right. He said maybe one or 2 Communists were in it and 
the very few w ere empha sized by the " Right Extremists” like _ 

l and others. | | internm pastor and former 

I completely exonerate and defend the Council of Churches. 

The members are completely brainwashed I do believe- [ 
told his people to get information from you, a friend who belongs to 
his church refuses to believe there are preachers in the Council, of 
Churches who are communists or fellow travellers aiding communism. 
My husband and I left the church for a Bible church which is fundamental 
and against the National Council. 


My friend asked me to write to you. 


Why are all NCC Ch urches smear ing the outstanding be 
anti communist movements such asl L & others. b7c 


Please write me if this phamphlet is authentic, and 
if communism has infiltrated the NCC. 


Respectfully, 



Phoenix Ariz 


P. S. I thank Go d for men like you. 

P. S. I Itold his church that even! 


' up /y could not name communist preachers. 

& Kb 
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April 13, 1963 . 



• Mr; Vern pf Kaub ; 
.President . 
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2702 Monroe . 
Madison, Wisconsin 

j-ps;jp? ^ • 

I)ear Mr. Kaub: 


; 


to 

o 


OT 


*. A*- *- 


* ... • L . * ‘ .. * ... /* •* ';**•*•, . •* „ 

, • i . . • • v Your telegram of.April 12th has been^receiv^d. . ** •• \* 

' •* • ... * V.. ,* -• ■ + .. r ‘ V v ,-- . 

. ' r • ' ’ * •, •• . r • r ' : -'• „* ■ • • ‘ ' ••, w ’ ' 

. . • - • • With respect to.your inquiry) I havq_lmade .$ a .. . , W 

, • policy .to refrain from commenting on material nofcTpi'epared by -• V 

. the FBI.. In connection with the particular article>-abput which • . ' v;.\> * 

you asked,I wouldlike to point outthattheopinioiS^jbftKeL 





•• 1 


V..Y 


Sincerely, yours, 

• : . r 

3 ,Edgar Hocwer, ■ 


>• .. John Eugar Hoover .. j\jg 

‘ i V. i ' \ *=... ‘.-7o > , Director", r v •'• fjn . 

• •. | — ■ ' •-••• • ...V • " : ; v y 

? SES.n BsrKCflJ, 


, : v .-lAPJ?13;jgg 2 

' . L i comi.rai- 

__ 1'- Milwaukee- q^cgsuile Oi ^ -7. • • V*’ • * ^T,'. 

'• • NOTE^ Complete address per Madison, Wisconsin, telep^i^w^edtory. *' 

- - ; d3ribtliTidl!cate any prior correspondence with ‘His organi- 


Toleon - 
Belmont 
Mdhri_ 
Callahan 
Conrad 



■ ■ 

W .. 


V, v - 


g:^ ch , zation was responsible for the dissemination of the ^.mphlet entitled rT How Red . * 
rr^^The ^eSer^i Council of Churches." This itemHfcontained^qi^qt^on of the ‘ 

"^rfif^ad been taken out of context and used i^^'e manner to give 

JrSzSF HHA: mlw. (4). % •’** • • ^5>^(Cont f -d next page) 

.G.mdy^.g^]^|P TELETYPE UNIT . "’>'/■ ^ 

si.^ • •" - -• *’••••*-* *’ - • • 






















Mr. Vern P. Kaub 


NOTE:'(ContJd) - V:. . • . '• < , ; t- • • 

'the implication that certain individuals affiliated with the Federal Council 
of Chirrches v were subversive... This misuse caused considerable controve 
among various.r.eligious groups. (62-100432) ‘ \ 
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. BIAO^SASP EST APR 12 62 CTB494MC507 
M MDA439 NL PD MADISON WIS 12 ' ' “• •" . .• 1'' 

J/EDGAR HOOVER, DIRNFBI • ’ . - . . j .** ' * 

;/ washdc . . •’ • •••.*. ‘ ! *’’ . * 

look MAGAZINE DATED APRIL 24 PROMINENTLY. DISPLAYS PHOTOS AND " • ’ . 

QUOTATIONS OF YOU AND WILLIAM SULLIVAN WITH APPARENT INTENT ■ 

TO ; LEND CREDENCE TO SCURRLOUS ATTACKS UPON CHRISTIAN' PATOOJTS^.^^^\j/^ 

WHICH. CONTAINS ABSOLUTE FALSEHOOD*." 

;. : ?AS THIS DONE WITH YOUR ADVANCE"^P^.VA^^M ill ^<^§3? 62: - v 7;. 

APPROVE THE CONTENT OF THE- ArWcII ^ '• vd&i 

' . VERN P KAUBj .PRESlDENTAmi CAN; (folftctL CHRISTIAN LAYM TTM- '•:' 

. . /* ,■_ HEMi.-lRfc *** — - 

.,„i - —• / ' */ 7'v 

I MU MOHR FOR THE DIRECTOR . -I -■ 

- » - • • —ui_ . - ■ • —i__; ■; -:Lli, ; 
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j9nerican Council of (Kristian Lay 


Madison i, Wisconsin 
April 27, 1962 


•r. Conrad. 


Mr. Malone. 
Mr. RosdfiT. 
Mr. 

Mr. Tavptef 
Mr. Trotter. 
Tele. Room_ 
Miss Holmes 
Miaa Gandy. 


Me. J. Edgar Hoover, Director wc 
Federal 3ureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington 2f>, D. C. 


Hoover 


Yours of April 23 is at hand and the picture clarifies much as I had 
anticipated after reading yours of April 13* 

You make no protest at the use of your photograph and a "substantially 
correct" quotation to lend credence to an article smearing and defaming 
Christian patriots, maliciously and using falsehood, but you would prefer 
not to have your official testimony before a Congressional Committee quoted 
in a fully documented brochure published for the purpose of showing how the 
"Communists are able to secure ministers of the Gospel to promote their evil 
work." 


You now declare that the Communist "Party's efforts are being thwarted 
by the FBI's internal security programs,.by investigation, arrest an.dpro 3 e- 
cution of Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent opposition to 
the Communist philosophy." ^ 


So thwarted are the Party's efforts by the means you mention that pro- \ ^ 
Communist and anti-anti-Cqrawunist propaganda now is at its highest stage. J 
For example, and merely ski mmin g the surface, the functionaries of National 
Council of Churches named in the" brochure "How Red...?" have stepped up their 
heretic and pro-Communist pronouncements 5 they scream -to the high heavens for 
abolition of Congressional investigating committees, favor appeasement, 
complete disarmament and "peaceful co-existence."' At the same time the great 
majority of periodicals of all classes bow supinely . to^the decree, direct 
from Moscow, that all rightist movements must be destroyed by propaganda methods 

•• **• . * 

As the matter now stands I am not even sure’ that I dare to hope that your 
declaration that your efforts in thwarting the Communist program are carried 
on by "intelligent opposition," and your later declaration that "These achieve¬ 
ments are being accomplished through orderly, legal procedures,".are not "snide" 
remarks meant to carry the inference that the operations of religious rightist . 
groups are being carried on by means and methods which are .unintelligent, dis¬ 
orderly and perhaps even illegal. 

V7e will take under consideration your at atom#, .-that you ,w;ould prefer that 
we do nolnuse your officially documented testimony- our' brqchtoq. If we de¬ 
cide^ o^bmit this sworn testimony from-further printings’ it'will! be • for reasons , 

«uCL e i^ s i 


Verne P. Kaub, President 
American Council of Christ: 
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.Communists Say U.S. 
Encourages Birchers 

LONDON rUPI>— Moscow" radio 
said today the United Slates gov- 

SobTnl : 8 * . encoura e fr >8 ‘he 

,jT ch Soc,e y r b y pursuing 
en anti-Commiiinst policy. 

In m English language broad- 
cast beamed to North America 
and monitored here. Radio Mos¬ 
cow compared the John Birch So- 
*** !f./ ascist 8 ™P* formed 

Hw broadcast said right wing 
(groups are beginning to terrorize 
(^population . and although 
(Washington talks of being con- 
.ferned about them, actually lhew 
litre encouraging them with their 
(Official anti-Communtst pbb'ey." 
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Captioned individual sent a telegram April 12th relating to 
the "Look” magazine article by Louis Cassels. He was answered by letter 
4-13-62 advising him that the Director could not comment on material not 
prepared by the FBI, that the opinions of the author are his own but that the 
statements of Assistant Director Sullivan and the Director are substantially 
correct. 


* 


5A 




His current letter of April 18th challenges the Look article 
and states the Director’s reply was wholly unsatisfactory' since it did not 
state whether or not the FBI approved of the attack against the right in the 
article. He states he feels he was libeled by the article. 

He wants to know if the Director’s quotation "I confess to a 
real apprehension, so long as communists are able to secure ministers of 
the gospel to-promote their evil work” has been repudiated. He states his 
organization* jias used this quotation, admittedly without the Director’s 
permission,in its brochur^ -^l jpw Red is the Federal Counci l of Church es#” 

k^Kaub is often referred to as' the ’’Dean" of the Rightist 
Educational ^Campaign. In addition to being President of the American Council 
of C hr is tian ^Lay m en, beds also connected with the Liberty Lobby, an J 

ultra-rightist pressure group in Washington, D. C. *1' ,*s 

•N-' 

The brochure does contain a statement of the Director which 
was part of his 1947, testimony before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. It is taken out of context and the pamphlet caused considerable 
contn5^r^Jj{j^fe^ngjg^stian laymen at the time of its pub lication. ^ ij-S' 
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OBSERVATION: 




Although the statement qf^the^irector! s is on g^-xronteffiprf foas 
used in the same manner in 1951 by the House Committee on Un-American % . 
Activities on its pamphlet ”100 Things You Should Know About Communism. 
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to DeLoach memo £6 
RE: VERNE P. KAUB 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That the attached letter be sent to correspondent emphasizing 
that the Director has stated that the Communist Party has attempted to 
infiltrate and subvert every segment of our society, and telling him that the 
Director prefers that his statements not be used in connection with correspond¬ 
ent’s brochure. 
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Mr. Verne 
President 

American. Qbunc.il of Christia n Laym en 
2702'Monroe .\ ", , f**&*'. 

Madiso n i.Wiscoiisin / 

Dear MrJ^aub: Va/ ne. £*o>u,l / 


Kaub 


Your letter of April 18th, with enclosures, has been 


received 


.The quotation you mentioned was part of my testimony ^ 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, . t 

1947. In my statement at that time, I mentioned a number of‘groups 
which have been prime targets for communists. The Communist Party 
in this country has attempted to infiltrate and subvert every segment of 
our society. However, the Party’s efforts are being thwarted by the 
FBI’s, internal security programs, by investlgatlon, 'arrest and prosecution 
of Party functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent opposition to the 
communist philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished 
Ihxojigh orderly, legal procedures../ ' - - c 


7 ; ' * ' I have not repudiated the testimony I gave; however, I 
/tfouldp refer that my statements not be used in connection with your . 
brochure.v^JSwr v . - > . • •. 


Sincerely yours 


i, Edgar Hoover yrjvis 
Director • •* 

r i Kt,’.;. . . f * 

to Detioaeh memo dated “4^ 23-62, captioned 

1 Full address obtained from pridr?corresppn] 


Em fT r 


Tola on 


Belmont 


NOTE: See |_ 

’’VERNE P. KAUB, 


Callohan 
Conrad _ 


DeLoach. 


Evans 


Malone . 
Rosen - 
Sullivan 
Tavel _ 


Trotter _ 

Tele. Root 
Holmon 1 — 






merican Council of Christian 


Madison i, Wisconsin 
April 18, 1962 


Evans- 
Mr. Malone, 
Mr. RoE&n_ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


I have your letter of April 13, a prompt but wholly unsatisfactory '— 1 

reply to my telegram of April 12. To me it seems inconceivable that 
an agency of the United States Government, which is supposed to protect 
the liberties of the American people, will allow the personalities of 
this department to be used to lend credence to scurrilous attacks on 
Christian patriots and then refuse to state whether or not this govern- <£ 1 
mental department approves these attacks. ! 

fail to ?>-"• JL 

In ay telegram I ’did- not/mention.- the fact that the article to whiah 
you indirectly lend approval not only is unfair but actually contains 
many falsehoods. Personally I am of the opinion that I have been libeled' h' 
and my attorney has given me an off-the-cuff opinion to that effect^ ’ For . ' ^ 
that reason I have delayed making any demand upon Look for correction or ’•*J* 
retraction. i 

. • < t ro* 

Zi! ,1 

I novT ask this further questions Do you now repudiate the statement ^ 
which you made before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 
19U7 which reads "I confess to a real apprehension, so long as Communists,' 
are able to secure.ministers of the gospel to promote their evil w$sk." ' 

Since this statement was published in the Official Document ofvthe 
House Committee in the Section, "Communism and Religion," of the House 
Document No. 136, 82d Congress, 1st Session, 100 Things You Should Khow 
About Communism, we assured that we might use it without your personal 
consent and we have done so. <: ' 


This statement has been included in hundred3of thousands of c copies 
of our brochu r e..■ UHow-JR ad..which is under attack by the left-wing. 
If you to repudiate this statement, we will, of course/comit i 
from further printings of the brochure. 


tub,'Pi^ident l^ u 'TOcK 

luncil of Christian - daymen" 1 *"* 

iS-m-BQ 1962 
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About the Author 

Verne Paul Koub has had a varied 
career. Bom in 1884, in Michigan, 
the son of a lay worker in the 
Dunkard Church, he was reared by 
a widowed mother who was an active 
church worker. Kaub at the age of 
fourteen became a member of the 
Christian Church. 


Valedictorian of his (Indiana) high school class, he 
studied mechanical drafting by correspondence, taught 
rural school, and later spent two years in the College of 
Engineering in the University of Wisconsin. 


Following his years as an engineering student, Kaub 
worked in several machine shops in the Middle West. He 
later became interested in journalism, beginning his jour¬ 
nalistic career as branch manager of a South Bend, Indi¬ 
ana, newspaper in 1913. Then followed positions on the 
staffs of other newspapers in Wisconsin and Indiana. 


For more than a decade he has been employed by the 
Wisconsin Power & Light Company os public relations 
assistant, with headquarters in Madison. He also edits 
an employee magazine. 

I 

f He is now a member of the First Congregational Church 
of Madison, and active in the counsels of his denomination 
where he has strongly opposed the Social Action group. 
His study of this movement, his lifelong interest in public 
problems, his journalistic training and background, od- 
• mirably equip him as a vigorous defender of the "Ameri- 

n can Woy of Life" as expressed by "Free Enterprise," 

"Christianity," "Free Government." Every American cit¬ 
izen, every Christian should be grateful for such an able 
champion of our great heritage. 

x Retired as of 7/3lA? an< * since 
then devoting full time to affairs of 


About the Book 

"An enormous amount of research has gone into this 
book to point the thesis that Christianity and Collectivism 
do not mix . . . The lines are being drawn. In the final 
issue, neutrality will be out of the question. Collectivism 
does challenge Christianity." 

Df. John F. C. Green,:Pastor 
Evangelical Congregational Church 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania 

"Sane and searching, and at the same time unmistak¬ 
ably fundamentalist, here is a comprehensive challenge to 
collectivism in every form. Not all conservatives in the¬ 
ology will agree with all viewpoints of the outhor, but they 
will acknowledge themselves indebted to him for his re¬ 
search and his findings." 

The Christian Herald 

"So-called economic 'liberals' will squirm under the 
vigorous probing at their shaky, illiberal foundations 
which appears in COLLECTIVISM CHALLENGES CHRIS¬ 
TIANITY. Those most donfirmed in the cult of 'liberal¬ 
ism' may shun the book to escope the mental discomfort 
its reading will bring them. But evangelicals who have 
been confused in their economic thinking by today's pro¬ 
lific 'liberal' propaganda will find this book a valuable 
help to the orientation of their economics with their Chris¬ 
tian faith." 

Bishop L. R. Marston 

Free Methodist Church 
Greenville. Illinois 


American Council of Christian Laymen. 




Collectivism Challenges 
, Christianity 

A Pioneer Book 

Here is a pioneer book refuting the claims of a large 
section of the liberal Protestant press and pulpit that the 
American way of life is outmoded, that it must be re¬ 
deemed through leftist social action. It is a book for 
Americans who cherish free government and free enter¬ 
prise—and good reading for those who spurn them. 

Cloth Bound—249 pages—Index 

Price postpaid, $2.00 


-ORDER BLANK- 

Gentlemen: 

Pleose send me a copy of COLLECTIVISM CHAL¬ 
LENGES CHRISTIANITY, price $2.00. 

□ Remittance Enclosed $. 

v 

Name .. 

Address . 



"Favorably reviewed by more than 300 newspapers and 
scores of magazines, secular and religious" 


City 


-4 oCiqlt and JC<f. PrtiA Publication 


State 



















First Christian Church 

200o?trmntEWeet 

MaiysviUe^Kansas 


Your letter of July 5, 1902, has been received. • 

, • ... * • * . .« 4 '• *» 

' .. < .v 

. ' Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 

strictly ah investigative agency of the Federal Government and f t , 
neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the char-* 
acter or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. •. 
In this connection, information contained in our files is maintained 
as confidential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 
I regret I am unable to help you and hope you will not Infer either 
that !we do or do not have data in our files relating to your inquiries. 

• *». • • * . ** • r • * * • • • « t 

“.. . • *. *, . - 

Enclosed is some material I hope will be of interest * 

to you.-- ; : v * v. 

•»*•*'* ■ s - •’* V.. **..„• ’ *’ *. • ■ •->' ’ 

■ • . :* • Sincerely yours, - -3..'p' ’ 

: * ' .1- . J. Edgar Hoaven 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director V - 
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Enclosures.(5)• 

The Courage of Free Men-*'*, v 

’’Faith in God-.-Our Answer To Communism”,, 

Let’s Fight Communism SanelyV. . ‘ 

My Answer to Communism and! Crime '* 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 


Tolson 


Belmont 


Callohon 


Conrad 


DeLoach. 


Evans 


See NOTE next page. 


Malone 


iRoson 


lullivan 


'avel_±i 

trotter 
vole. Room 


TELETYPE 



NOTE:; Buttles contain no record identifiable with correspondent . Norecord 
was lo cated re " The Committee of American Laymen' 1 ; however, I ‘ 

I may be referring to the^ American^C oimciL.of-CJhjistian Laymen /Which 
published h pamphlet entitled "How Red is the National Council of Churches?’ 
which has caused considerable controversy since its release. (62-100432) 





Jetry lfcerfsh, Minister 
Phone HI 3-3382 
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

“The Church Beautiful” 


209 N. 9th Street 


Mmrysvllle, Kansas 


July 5, 1962 

The Office of J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

In our town there is a group of persons distributing 
^material from an organization which calls itself " The 
^C.ommi.t.te ^ofU Ams.tiig.an_Laymen 11 . This material maligns 
the National Council’of Churches of Christ as a Communist 
infested Organization. 

Would you please write to me and inform me as to the 
standing of the National Council in regard to your knowledge? 
If it is a Communist organization it should be stamped out, 
but if it is not it should be supported. I am writing for 
my own information. 

This material mentioned in the §bove paragraphs also 
states that a good many protestant ministers are pro 
communists. I would also like to know if this is true 
according to your information. 


Thank you for your time and consideration. 


merely 


H £ 


v -\V'V* r 

ff* rvjc^' v* 5 


0^ 

V 


to JUL 32 1962 ^ 


47 
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sSS* 



funster 


diana 


Your letter of February 5th, with enclosure, has been receiVeiip 

A) 

O * 

I am enclosing a copy of a page from my testimony before the H§us^2 
Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947. As you will see, the 
quotation you mentioned is included in my remarks which wfere intended to emphasize 
the danger of our citizens' failing to recognize the threat of communism. It has been 
used out of context and in a manner which fails to convey my meaning. 

4 

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to infiltrate and 
subyert every segment of our society. Its efforts are being thwarted by the FBI T s 
internal security programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution of Party 
functionaries, and by widespread, intelligent public opposition to the communist 
philosophy* These achievements are being accomplished through orderly, legal 
procedures. 


Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and its advocates 
in the United States continue to pose a basic threat to our country. It is important 
that our citizens educate themselves concerning the true nature of this atheistic 
philosophy in order that they will be able to resist its eroding influence. At the 
same time, opposition to communism must be careful and constructive, and kept 
within the due process of law. It is not enough to be merely against communism. 
We should exhibit in positive ways the superiority of our form of government over - 
any foreign ideology. / . / 
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Regrettably, there is a tendency on the part of some to make exag¬ 
gerated charges as to the extent of communist success in gaining influence within 
legitimate organizations and segments of our society, such as our religious 
institutions. We must continually be alert to communist attempts to penetrate 
and influence; however, our efforts must be rational and objective. 

I am enclosing some material I hope will be of interest, along with 
the stamped, self-addressed envelope which you so thoughtfully forwarded. 

I, 

Sincerely yours, 

0. Edgar Hoover 

• • T k • * 

$ * e • 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (6) 

Correspondent's stamped, self-addressed envelope 

Copy of a page from testimony before HCIJA on March 26, 1947. 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

4-1-61 LEB Intro * ”• - 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Faith in God—Our Aiiswer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The quotation referred to was 
made by the Director before thsr House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1947; 
however , it is not a complete quote and has been taken out of context by this group. 
Attached is a copy of this testimony in which the Director's full quotation appears. 



- 2 - 





-following statement, n l bslieve that'everyone should know that we are for 
•Russia and if need be we|Mll die for the cause. I don'-^^ean that; war With 
Russia is coming soonj l^Ppe not, so that Russia will b^Mtter prepared." 


What To Do 


Yft\at can we do? And what should be our course of action? The best 
antidote to Communism is vigorous, intelligent, old-fashioned Americanism with 
eternal vigilance. I do not favor any course of action which would give the 
Communists cause to portray and pity themselves as martyrs. I do favor unrelent¬ 
ing prosecution wherever they are found to be violating our country's law3. 

As Americans, our most effective defense is a workable democracy that 
guarantees and preserves our cherished freedoms. 


I would have no fears if more Americans possessed the zeal, the fervor, 
the persistence and the industry to learn about this menace of Red Fascism. I 
do fear for the liberal and progressive who has been hoodwinked and duped into 
joining hands with the Communists. I confess to a real apprehension so lon g as 
Communists are able to secure ministers of the gospel’to ^omote' i^eir evil ~work 
and ..§spou se„a ca us e j^pajalien^-^ t andTjucfa£sm, ~ I'ckT~ r ' 

fear so long as school boards and parents tolerate.conditions whereby Communists 
and fellow travelers under the guise, of academic freedom can teach our youth a 
way of life that eventually will destroy the sanctity of the home, that undermines 
faith in God, that causes them to scorn respect for constituted authority and 
sabotage our revered Constitution. 


I do fear so long as American labor groups are.infiltrated, dominated 
or saturated with the virus of Communism. I do fear the palliation and weasel- 
worded gestures against Communism indulged in by some of our labor leaders who 
should know better but who have become pawns in the hands of sinister but astute 
manipulators for the Communist cause. 


I fear for ignorance on the part of all our people who may take the 
poisonous pills of Communist propaganda. 


I am deeply concerned whenever I think of the words of ah oldtime 
Communist. Disillusioned, disgusted and frightened he came to us with his story 
and concluded: 


"God help America or any other country if the Communist Party ever 
gets strong enough to control labor and politics. God help us alll" 

The Communist have been, still are and always will be a menace to 
to democratic ideals, to the worship of God and to America's way of lif# 


I feel that once public opinion is thoroughly aroused as it is today, 
the fight against Communism is well on its way. Victory will be assured once 
Communists are identified and exposed, because the public will take the first stf; 
of quarantining them so they can do no harm. Communism, in reality, is not a • 
political Party. It is a way of life — an evil and malignant way of life. It-, 
reveals a condition akin to disease that spreads like an epidemic and like an 
epidemic a quarantine is necessary to keep it from infecting the Nation. 






